
 

 

 

  

Message from the Headmaster 

November 2014 

Dear Xavier Parent/Guardian, 

Greetings from Xavier! The year is moving fast and the first marking period has come to a close. I hope that your son’s re-

port card, which can be accessed online, shows that he is progressing well in his studies. Please review this report with your son, 

noting both areas of strength and subjects that may require an improved effort. 

The first Parent-Teacher Conference is scheduled for Tuesday, November 18th, from 3:30 pm – 5:30 pm and 6:45 pm – 

8:15 pm.  Teachers, counselors, and administrators will be available to speak with you at these times.  When you arrive at the 

school, you will receive further information about their location in the building. Teachers will be located in the gym, commons 

and Hurtado Hall (the cafeteria).  Guidance counselors will be stationed in the library. Please bring a list of your son’s teachers 

with you. 

To ensure that the sessions accommodate the needs of all parents, guardians, and teachers, I would like to remind you of 

some important guidelines: 

 Please limit your time with a given teacher to three (3) minutes.  If a longer, more involved conference is needed, please 

schedule an appointment with the teacher at that time. 

 Speak with teachers where there are areas of concern or to elicit information that will help you to assist in the learning 

process and ongoing education of your son.  It is not necessary for you to meet with all of his teachers. 

 Please note that a bell will be rung at 5:30 pm ending the first session so that the faculty may have their dinner.  A bell will 

also be rung at 8:15 pm ending the evening. 

Our fall Open House was a great success! I am grateful to the many parents who helped to make it so. Your personal discus-

sions and interactions with future Xavier families really help to make the difference when it comes to their decision to attend. 

Your presence and enthusiasm for Xavier are greatly appreciated! With this in mind, and now that the “admission season” is upon 

us, I ask you to encourage friends and neighbors to consider a Xavier education for their sons.  We have found that Xavier stu-

dents, guardians, and parents are our best ambassadors.  Thank you, in advance, for spreading the good word about Xavier. 

Xavier hosted a team of ten educators from across New York State from October 26th-29th for our very first NYSAIS ac-

creditation visit. It was wonderful to have a team of outstanding professionals with us for most of the week as they reviewed our 

self-study, visited classrooms and facilities, spoke to members of our community, and helped to confirm the good work that we 

do at Xavier. We hope to have a full accreditation report from NYSAIS in several months. Thanks to all in our community who 

made the visit and self-study process a great success! 

With winter approaching faster than anyone would like, please allow me to remind you that in the event of snow or bad 

weather school closing information will be posted on the home page of the school’s website at www.xavierhs.org. Other emer-

gency announcements and important information will also be posted on the main school webpage as the need arises. An automat-

ed calling system should alert each family by home phone and mobile phone if Xavier will be closed. School closings are also 

posted with most major news media outlets. In particular, you can listen to 1010 WINS on your radio for information on school 

closings. Unless specifically posted on the website, Xavier is OPEN on normally scheduled school days. 

November is a month that the Church sets aside to remember and honor family and friends that have gone to their eternal 

rest. Outside of the student chapel, Campus Ministry has placed a book of remembrance. We invite you and your son to stop by 

and write the names of loved ones who have gone on to eternal life in this book so that our entire community can pray for them.  

Finally, we are in the midst of our annual Thanksgiving food drive to support the food pantry at St. Francis Xavier Church. 

Mr. Paul Wendel, the Director of Ignatian Service, sent you an email earlier this month with information about both our online 

food drive and the classroom food drive. Further instructions are posted on the Campus Ministry webpage as well as in each hom-

eroom. Please be as generous as you can by bringing in non-perishable food items to support this good cause. Donations of cash 

to purchase perishable items can be directed to Mr. Wendel, who is coordinating our efforts. 

As we prepare to offer our gratitude and thanks to God for the abundance he has placed in each of our lives, please be as-

sured of my prayer of thanksgiving for each of you and your families. Let us continue to pray for one another and for Christ’s 

peace in the world. 

Sincerely, 
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DEAN OF STUDENTS 

Xavier Parents and Students, 

Please direct your attention to pages 12 through 14 of our 

handbook to review our attendance, absence and lateness policies.  

As we approach our holiday breaks and families make travel 

plans, it is important to be aware of our policy regarding non-

medical student absences.   

Xavier High School strongly discourages parents from allow-

ing students to use school days for non-medical absences. A suf-

ficient number of holidays are already present on the school cal-

endar. School days missed to extend an existing holiday or create 

a new one are detrimental to a student’s academic success. When 

non-medical absences are unavoidable, adherence to certain pro-

cedures minimizes, as much as possible, the negative effects on a 

student’s academic standing. 

Please contact the Dean of Students Office with any ques-

tions you may have.  Thank you and Happy Thanksgiving.  

DEAN OF ACADEMICS 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

First, I would like to extend my congratulations to those 

Xavier students receiving honors for their efforts in the first 

marking period. The list for both first and second honors is 

quite extensive, and it is one of the many ways in which our 

students embody Xavier’s mission. Through God’s gifts of 

intelligence and motivation they have pursued academic 

excellence and are justly rewarded. 

Second, in the spirit of Ignatian discernment, I would 

ask the entire student body to engage in a period of reflec-

tion now that first marking period grades have been re-

leased. It is a great time to take stock of what has been ac-

complished and why, and to identify areas where further 

growth is necessary. Setting goals for the second marking 

period along with the specific steps necessary to reach these 

goals is a great way to remain focused throughout the highs 

and lows of the new marking period.  While remaining real-

istic, I would encourage each student to identify the marks 

they would like to see on the next report card and three ac-

tivities they will need to remain consistent with in order to 

attain that mark. Parent participation in this process can go a 

long way to ensure students remain accountable to these 

goals and ultimately learn how to take greater responsibility 

for their education. 

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to a new 

practice here at Xavier. In years past, midterm exams were 

administered over the course of a week to mark the conclu-

sion of the first semester. While the midterm exam period 

has been eliminated, major forms of student assessment at 

this juncture of the school year has not. Throughout the 

months of December and January, Xavier students will be 

asked to demonstrate their knowledge on a variety of mid-

year assessments that range from traditional exams, to lab 

practicals, to projects and essays. In the coming days, Xavi-

er’s mid-year assessment calendar will be posted on the 

school webpage in order to highlight these major assess-

ments. Please review this calendar with your son and discuss 

ways in which he can prepare accordingly. 

As always, thank you for the support and trust you place 

in our efforts to educate your sons. 
 

Sincerely, 

Luciano Lovallo 

YEARBOOK 

ATTENTION PARENTS & GUARDIANS:  

Take the opportunity to purchase an ad for 

your special graduate. Spaces are available. 

Contact Mr. Mogavero at ext. 1605 or 

mogaveros@xavierhs.org or Miss Eng in 

the HMO for more details. Again, do not 

lose the chance to make the 2015 Yearbook 

that much more personal and special for 

your son.  

ATHLETICS 

Basketball: Tryouts for all three levels of basketball are under-

way with 70+ freshmen trying out. All three teams will open up 

the week of December, Varsity on December 5th against Stepinac 

and JV and Freshmen on December 2nd against Salesian. 

Bowling: Both JV and Varsity bowling teams hold winning rec-

ords, Varsity are 22-8 and JV are 17-13. Varsity are in 2nd place 

in the league behind Iona Prep and senior Mike Martell holds the 

highest scratch in the league with a score of 280. 

Cross Country 2014: Varsity XC finished 2nd in the CHSAA 

Championships, the best finish in over 60 years. John Rice set the 

Varsity School record for 2.5 Miles with a time of 12:24. Raphael 

Oetll, Mike Crorkin, and Aidan Donohue were all selected to the 

Freshman 1st Team All CHSAA with Raphael winning the fresh-

man title, the 3rd Knight to do this in the last 5 years. Giancarlo 

Cipri and Will McCann were selected to the Sophomore 1st Team 

All CHSAA, and Giancarlo became the first Knight to win the 

sophomore crown. The full Varsity squad of John Rice, Louis 

Vazquez, Christian Raslowsky, Garrison Schwer, Ben Karam, 

Dominick Ronan, Giancarlo Cipri, and Raphael Oetll were select-

ed for the All CHSAA Team-Varsity. The team will compete in 

the NY State Federation meet on November 15th. 

    (continued on page 4) 



 

 

  

 

 

 JROTC (continued) 

(continued) 

JROTC DEPARTMENT 

8.  On Saturday, November 1st, the Regimental Rifle 

Team traveled to Pemberton N.J for the 1st competition of 

the year. The results were excellent. A total of 28 shooters 

from 7 teams competed and the results were outstanding. 

Paul Gargiulo (’16) took the 1st place trophy in the stand-

ing position and Jacob Duszka (’15) took the 2nd place 

trophy in the standing position. Jacob also took the 

2nd place trophy in the kneeling position and by a wide 

margin was the 1st place shooter for the competition. Our 

A team finished in 2nd place. It was a great way to start 

the season as we prepare for the national championship.  

9.  Parents often ask about the benefits of participating in 

Xavier's JROTC Program.  Our  answer goes something 

like this:  

"Our Cadets display exemplary bearing, self-confidence, 

and integrity in dealing with others. Cadets develop solid 

leadership skills of loyalty, honor, and moral courage. Ca-

dets speak concisely, thoughtfully, and persuasively. In 

general, college admissions officers look quite favorably 

upon your son's participation in JROTC. Finally, Cadets 

enjoy the camaraderie of their peers in a structured setting, 

and they have a lot of fun!"  

Roy Campbell (LTC, US Army, Retired) 

Senior Army Instructor 

Xavier JROTC Regiment 

1.  Congratulations to the Raiders!  They  competed gallantly 

against the top teams in our land at Raider Nationals last week-

end and improved their performance times dramatically in eve-

ry event. The Raiders represented Xavier and the Regiment 

well. You can watch video highlights on YouTube here:   

http://youtu.be/M6zzYkymZ-U 

2.  The Regiment welcomed 199 Freshman Cadets from the 

Class of 2018 who have chosen to join our ranks this fall.  Pos-

itive leadership is the order of the day as Upperclassmen wel-

come our newest members of the Regiment. Lead by example! 

3.  The Regiment can only be as strong as the Cadets who com-

prise the organization.  When all Cadets commit themselves to 

"standing tall and looking good" at each A Day Inspection in 

the gymnasium, unit cohesion and morale increase significant-

ly!  It is the duty of each Cadet to stand inspection each A Day 

in the gym. Make this a part of your normal routine. 

4.  Cadets wrote letters of thanks to our nation's hospitalized 

veterans as part of a Veterans Day project.  The Cadets' letters 

expressed their gratitude for the patriotism, valor, and courage 

of the men and women who have fought to preserve our free-

doms and the American way of life.  Cadets enjoyed stories 

from the Battle of the Bulge from WWII Vets, from Vietnam 

Vets, and also from younger Vets from the ongoing War on 

Terrorism. 

5.  The Officers of the Regiment are leading the Regiment su-

perbly thus far.  We are impressed with the positive command 

climate that the Company, Battalion and Regimental Com-

manders have established.  CDT/LTC Witold Dziekan, RXO, 

has the Regimental Staff firing on all cylinders, and staff plan-

ning and execution has been excellent thus far, especially the 

S3 shop led by CDT/MAJ Patrick O’Beirne. 

6.  Interest amongst Cadets is already high in the various Regi-

mental Sports and Activities:  X Squad and Saber Squad Drill 

Team, Raiders and Rifle Teams, Military History Club, Paint-

ball Club, and the Academic Team. We encourage ALL Cadets 

who are interested in any of these fine sports teams to partici-

pate!  

7.  The Regimental Academic Team is composed of students 

with first and second honors, and Cadets attend a variety of 

competitions, answering SAT or leadership based questions in 

two teams of  eight.  In the past, the team has achieved much 

success, and Commander  Matthew Tortorelli and Executive 

Officer Peter Stolarski hope to continue this tradition by having 

a strong competitive year.  

 

Xavier’s annual Thanksgiving Drive is well underway 

and looking to be a great success! After last year’s very 

successful online drive, we have again partnered with 

YouGiveGoods and are nearing the end of another year of 

generous online donations. There is still time to donate to 

the online drive until this Friday, November 14. Individuals 

can donate to particular homerooms at: 

http://yougivegoods.com/xavierhsfooddrive2014.  

The Thanksgiving Drive continues through 

next Wednesday, November 19th, with our in-school drive. 

Students can donate items to their homeroom and complete 

our list of outstanding items in order to reach our target of 

feeding 200 families this holiday season. There is a particu-

lar push for boxes of cake mix, boxes of pudding, boxes of 

biscuits or corn muffin mix, cans of yams, and bottles of 

juice. Thanks to everyone who has donated and demonstrat-

ed Xavier’s generosity! 

Xavier will be hosting the year’s first Acoustic Coffee-

house on Friday, December 5th. Come join us for a great 

night of music, coffee, and fun as Xavier students and facul-

ty show off their impressive musical talents. Doors open 

at 7:00 pm and the cost is $10 with all proceeds going to 

benefit the CFX service trips. All friends and family are 

welcome so we hope to see you there! 

CAMPUS MINISTRY 



 

  GUIDANCE 

 Dear Parents,  

We look forward to seeing you at Parent-Teacher 

Conference on November 18th; the Guidance Department 

can be found in the library during both sessions. In an 

effort to make the most efficient use of your time, I sug-

gest that you consider seeing your son’s counselor earlier 

in the session, as our lines tend to get longer toward the 

end of each session. I would also like to remind you that, 

like teachers, we are limited to three-minute conversa-

tions. Since this is not the forum for confidential conver-

sations, we will be happy to follow up with you as neces-

sary.   

We hope that you are finding our new and improved 

webpage helpful, and I want to thank Ms. Amigone, Mr. 

Korfmacher, and Ms. Tong for taking on this task. Please 

note that the Academic Support and NHS Academic Sup-

port schedules can be found on our webpage. We encour-

age you to remind your son to take advantage of academic 

support during Community Period.   

As always, please feel free to contact your son’s 

counselor with any questions or concerns. 

COLLEGE COUNSELING 

Greetings from the Xavier College Counseling department, 

and as I am sure you can imagine, we are quite busy as we are 

speeding up to the peak of the most demanding part of the college 

application season. As of now 126 of our 232 seniors have applied 

either Early Action or Early Decision to schools, and we are on 

pace to process about 470 early applications for our students. Even 

though many of the early deadlines have passed, various schools 

have EA deadlines of December 1st and December 15th, so be on 

the look-out for that. Although most EA and ED notifications will 

not go out until close to December, a few of our students have al-

ready received acceptances from colleges such as Saint Louis Uni-

versity, Michigan State University, St. Bonaventure University, 

and the University of Arizona.  

As college applications are increasing every day, our college 

admissions representative visits are winding down. Over the next 

couple of weeks we will have 15 more schools visiting, which will 

bring our total to 82 college visits. Additionally, we will be hosting 

two on-site decision days with St. John’s University (11/20) and 

St. Francis College (12/9). Interested stu-

dents will be told on the spot if they have 

been admitted and how much scholarship 

money they will receive.  

It is no surprise that the cost of college 

will be an important factor for students 

deciding where they will attend. Please 

remember to visit the Naviance website 

and view the scholarships that are listed 

there. Also, check out the Guidance page on the Xavier Website to 

see helpful websites and information on scholarships and financial 

aid. Finally, remember these three following bits of information: 

 FAFSA: The Free Application for Federal Student Aid must 

be completed in order to receive any type of financial aid. Par-

ents can complete this starting January 1st, and I urge you to 

complete it as close to that date as possible. 

 CSS Profile: This is a financial aid document that many small, 

private colleges will require for families to complete in addi-

tion to the FAFSA, and the Profile is available now through 

the College Board website.  

 Financial Aid Night Presentation: This event will be held 

Thursday, December 11th, from 6:30-8:30 pm in the library. A 

professional in the field of financial consulting, who specializ-

es in the college financial aid process, will hold a workshop 

for parents of seniors.  

If you have any questions or 

concerns, please do not hesitate to 

reach out to me. Take care! 

Joseph D. Korfmacher 

Coordinator of College Counseling 

ATHLETICS (continued) 

Football: Xavier Varsity football defeated Kellenberg on  

November 8th to advance to the CHSFL AA semifinal. 

The semifinal will be held at Aviator Sports at 10:00 am 

on Saturday, November 15th, against St. John the Baptist. 

JV have also advanced to the CHSFL AA JV semifinal 

after dispatching St. Joseph by the Sea 48-0 on Saturday, 

November 8th. They will play their semifinal match 

at 10:00 am at Marine Park on November 15th against Ho-

ly Cross. Freshman football had another successful season 

under Coaches Kelly, Costa, and Maloney, with a final 

record of 6-2, defeating Archbishop Stepinac 20-8 in their 

final game of the season.     

Hockey: With tryouts complete the Xavier Hockey pro-

gram will once again field both JV and Varsity teams this 

season. Varsity will open up against St. Francis Prep 

on Monday, December 1st, and JV on Saturday, November 

22nd, against St. Francis Prep. 

Soccer: Varsity soccer finished the season with an 8-7-3 

record, falling to Fordham Prep in the CHSAA Varsity AA 

semifinal game. JV had a season record of 10-8, finishing 

in the quarterfinal of the JV AA. 

Freshman Swimming and Diving: Freshman swimming 

are currently 2-2 with one meet left on Saturday, Novem-

ber 15th. The 21 freshman swimmers have improved every 

weekend and will be looking to finish their season off with 

another win. 



 

  

 

NATIONAL PARKS TRIP 

CALENDAR REMINDERS 

 The registration deadline for YELLOWSTONE, GLACIER, 

and the GRAND TETONS NATIONAL PARKS has been 

extended! 

Fellow travelers and supportive parents, 

All of the details for this year's National Park trip have been 

ironed out, and it's time to register: 

https://trips.grandclassroom.com/Trip/Index/xavier2015 

Three of the best national parks that our great country has to 

offer all in one eight-day trip! Packed with outdoor adven-

ture: hiking, swimming, rafting, camping, and lots of wild-

life this time, too.   

All-inclusive price: $2,789 

I think the price is excellent for the number of days and the 

quality of the all-inclusive itinerary.  I hope you can join 

me. 

PARENTS AND ALUMNI ARE ALSO WELCOME! 

Trip Dates:  6/13/2015 to 6/20/2015 

Registration Deadline: 11/30/2014 

E-mail Mr. Chiafulio at chiafuliom@xavierhs.org for more 

information. 

SKIING AND SNOWBOARDING 

There are still openings available for the trips to Gore Mtn. and 

Okemo! Dates: Okemo—January 9th-11th, Gore—January 30th-

February 1st. Both mountains offer a huge variety of trails, and 

Gore features a fabulous gondola! Both hotels offer swim time in 

the evenings as well. 

If your son thinks he would like to try skiing or snowboarding, 

our Xavier trips offer a great way to break into the sport. There are 

great learn-to-ski/snowboard programs at both mountains. One of 

our beginner skiiers from years back, Jonathan Kelly, is currently a 

ski instructor at West Point. The Xavier ski trips offer a great time 

and a wonderful place to start! 

Forms to sign up are available on the Students/Clubs & Activi-

ties tab on the xavierhs.org website. Bring in your forms and checks 

to Ms. Gannon in 4C3 or to the switchboard ASAP.  

Unfortunately this year's trip to Colorado has been canceled 

because we did not get the minimum number of participants. 
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NOVEMBER 

17th-18th—Montserrat II 

18th—Parent-Teacher Conferences, 3:30 pm—5:30 pm and 6:45 
 pm—8:15 pm 

19th—Thanksgiving food drive ends  

19th-21st—Magis 

21st—Family Fun Night, 6:00 pm—9:00pm (Gym, Commons,        
Hurtado) 

22nd—Xavier Scholarship Exam, 8:00 am—12:00 pm 

25th—Xavier Scholarship Make-up Exam, 4:00 pm—7:00 pm 

26th—Thanksgiving at Xavier; Young Alumni Luncheon, 1:00 
 pm (Commons) 

27th—Thanksgiving; Varsity football v. Fordham Prep, 10:00 am 

28th—Holiday 

DECEMBER 

1st—Christmas toy drive begins 

1st-2nd—Montserrat III 

3rd—X-3 Order: Feast of St. Francis Xavier 

4th—Freshman Drama 

5th—Senior Reconciliation (Church); Acoustic Coffeehouse, 7:00 
pm—10:00 pm (Commons) 

6th—SAT & Subject Tests 

8th—Faculty In-Service (No classes) 

9th—Sophomore Reconciliation (Church); JROTC Fall Awards Cer-
emony, 6:00 pm—8:00 pm (Gym & Hurtado) 

9th-12th—Kairos CVIII 

11th—Junior Reconciliation (Church); Senior/Parent Financial Aid 
Workshop, 6:30 pm—8:30 pm (Library) 

12th—Christmas Toy Drive Ends 

12th-13th—Winter Play, 7:30 pm (Commons) 

14th—Family Breakfast with Santa, 10:00 am; Winter Play, 2:00 pm 
(Commons) 

15th—Freshman Reconciliation (Church) 

 


