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For more information and reservations, contact Tracy Morrison.
270.745.3606    |    tracy.morrison@wku.edu    |    alumni.wku.edu/greece15

ATHENS AND THE GREEK ISLES
An Aegean Odyssey

Hosted by: Dr. Joseph and Paula Trafton
May 24 - June 5, 2015

www.ed-tours.com



ATHENS AND THE GREEK ISLES
An Aegean Odyssey

13 Day Tour * May 24 – June 5, 2015

Dr. Joseph Trafton, University Distinguished Professor of Religious Studies, joined the WKU faculty in 
1977.  He has taught a wide range of courses dealing with the New Testament in its historical setting.  
He has received international acclaim for his research in Second Temple Judaism and has also published 
a commentary on the New Testament Book of Revelation, titled READING REVELATION.   Paula Trafton 
became a full-time member of the WKU faculty in 2001, with a joint appointment in History and 
University Experience.  Both retired from full-time teaching after the 2013-2014 academic year, although 
Joe will continue teaching in WKU’s Transitional Retirement Program.  Joe and Paula have led study 
tours to Israel (1999), Greece (2011), and New York City (2013).  In retirement they hope to continue to 
lead study tours and to spend more time with their three grown children and their new grandson Tadd!

May 24:  Depart USA
The “Aegean Odyssey” adventure begins with a departure from Nashville. 
Sit back, enjoy the in-flight service, and get some rest.

MAY 25: ATHENS
We arrive at Athens International Airport and are met by our ETC host. We then travel to our 
hotel in the shadow of the Acropolis, where we drop off our bags and have lunch.  Later in the 
afternoon we enjoy a walking orientation tour of the area, including the famous Plaka with 
its numerous shops and tavernas.  We top off our first day in Greece with a welcome dinner 
with our ETC host at a traditional taverna and then return to our hotel.

MAY 26: ATHENS 
Socrates.  Plato.  Aristotle.  Sophocles.  Euripides.  Themistocles.  Pericles.  Demosthenes.  
Herodotus.  Thucydides.  So many of the greatest names of ancient history are associated 
with the city of Athens.  Continuously inhabited for over 7,000 years, Athens is the cradle 
of Western civilization.  The city flourished in the 5th century B.C., when the Athenians 
controlled much of the eastern Mediterranean.  Today it is the capital of Greece.  After 
breakfast, we meet our English-speaking guide for a walking tour of the sacred rock of the 
Acropolis, the site of some of the most important masterpieces of worldwide architecture 
and art, including the Propylaea and the Erechtheion.  Foremost among these is the 
Parthenon, the 5th century B.C. Temple dedicated to Athena, the patron goddess of the city.  
Atop the Acropolis we enjoy spectacular views of Athens stretching out below us.  Following 
our exploration of the Acropolis and its environs, we visit its new museum.  After lunch, we 
proceed to the Ancient Agora, the birthplace of democracy, and its museum.  While he was 
in Athens, the Apostle Paul debated Epicurean and Stoic philosophers in the Agora before 
speaking to the civic leaders on the nearby hill of Areopagus.  The rest of the afternoon and 
evening is free.  Again, we overnight in Athens.

MAY 27: ATHENS – CORINTH –SOUNION
Situated at the southern tip of the Isthmus of Corinth, the narrow strip of land that connects 
northern and central Greece to the large southern land mass known as the Peloponnesus, 
Corinth rivaled Athens, Sparta, and Thebes in importance in classical times.  Destroyed by 
the Romans in 146 B.C., it was rebuilt in 44 B.C. by Julius Caesar, who recognized its strategic 
location, and became the capital of the Roman province of Achaia.  The Apostle Paul established 
a church at Corinth in 50-51 A.D.  Over the next ten years he wrote at least four letters to the 
church, two of which are contained in the New Testament, and made at least two further visits 
to the city.  After breakfast we depart with bus and guide to Corinth, where we explore the 
extensively excavated site and its small museum.  After lunch we continue to Lavrion to visit 
the Greek Orthodox Nunnery of St Paul, where nuns from all around the world practice their 
faith and grow their organic products.  We meet with an English-speaking nun, who gives us a 
tour and is happy to answer our questions about daily life at the nunnery. We top off our day by 
visiting one of the most spectacular sites in all of Greece – Cape Sounion, where we view the 
ruins of the temple of Poseidon, the mythological god of the sea, and look out over the Aegean 
Sea as a foretaste of what is in store for us. We return to Athens for dinner and overnight.

MAY 28: ATHENS – PAROS
Greece is famous for its islands – hundreds of them.  On our trip we will visit five of the 
56 islands that make up the cluster of islands called the Cyclades, so named because they 
surround the sacred island of Delos.  The most visited of the Greek islands today, the Cyclades 
were home to the Cycladic civilization that flourished from 3000-1000 B.C.  The evidence 
of Venetian rule during the Late Middle Ages marks these islands as well.  After an early 
breakfast, we transfer by private bus to Piraeus, the port of Athens, and board a ferry to the 
first of five islands we will visit: Paros.  Unrivalled natural beauty, beaches with crystal clear 
waters, Byzantine footpaths connecting traditional villages, and breathtaking landscapes 
make Paros one of the most-loved holiday destinations in Greece.  Following our arrival in 
Parikia, the capital of Paros, around noon, we transfer to our hotel for check-in.  After lunch, 
we take an orientation walk around the harbor town.  The rest of the afternoon and evening 
are free (shopping or swimming anyone?).  We overnight in Parikia.
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MAY 29: PAROS
After breakfast, we depart with our guide and private bus for a morning tour of the island.  
We visit the Panagia Ekatontapiliani  (the “Church of a Hundred Doors”), the marble quarries, 
the traditional village of Lefkes, and the fishing village of Naoussa.  The rest of the day is free.  
Again, we overnight in Parikia.

MAY 30: PAROS - NAXOS
After breakfast, we board a ferry for the short trip to Naxos.  Naxos is the largest and the 
greenest island in the Cyclades, with impressively high mountains, fertile valleys, lush green 
gorges, stunning seascapes, and traditional villages perched high on mountain tops, where 
the inhabitants still wear traditional dress and live off the fruits of the land.  Naxos is also an 
island of beautiful old churches, monasteries and Venetian castles coexisting harmoniously 
with Cycladic cubic houses.  After our arrival in Chora, the capital of Naxos, we transfer to 
our hotel for check-in.  After lunch, we depart with our guide and private bus for a tour of 
the island.  We visit the Kouros statue in Melanes, the Drossini Byzantine church, the winery 
and distillery of the local liquor Kitron at the village Chalki, and the Temple to Demeter, the 
mythological goddess of the harvest and of the cycle of life and death, and its small museum 
at Sigri.  We return to Chora for an orientation walk.  The rest of the day is free.  We overnight 
in Chora.

MAY 31: NAXOS –DELOS-MYKONOS
It’s a UNESCO world heritage site.  It’s an ark of history, floating lazily on the waters of the 
Aegean.  It’s a chance to walk around the revival of the glory of the Greek civilization on an 
island that is exclusively an archaeological site.  It’s the high priest of the Cyclades, the birthplace 
of the mythological Apollo, the god of the sun, and his twin sister Artemis, the chaste huntress.  
It’s Delos.  The whole of the known world of that age was aware of the sacredness of the island 
and of its uniqueness.  Today Delos preserves its distinctiveness to the known world: nowhere 
else is there a natural insular archaeological site of this size and importance.  After breakfast, 
we embark with our guide by excursion boat to the sacred island of Delos.  We then continue by 
boat to the nearby island of Mykonos, arriving in time for lunch.  A favorite holiday destination 
for the rich and famous, Mykonos is a whitewashed paradise known for its windmills and 
beaches.  According to mythology, Mykonos was formed from the petrified bodies of giants 
killed by Hercules.  We spend a few hours on Mykonos (explore – but beware of the anti-pirate 
labyrinth!) before returning late in the afternoon to Naxos.  Again, we overnight in Chora.

June 1: NAXOS –SANTORINI
“The world’s best island.”  “The most romantic island on earth.”  “The pearl of the Aegean.”  
There are few places in the world where you can enjoy exquisitely clear waters while perched 
on the rim of a massive active volcano in the middle of the sea!  Crescent-shaped Santorini 
is actually a group of five islands, the most important of which is Thira.  From whitewashed 
houses to white, red, or black beaches to prehistoric ruins to gastronomical delights to 
breathtaking sunsets . . . the island beckons.  After breakfast, we board a ferry for our final 
stop among the Cyclades: the matchless and unforgettable Santorini.  Upon our arrival at 
Athinios, the port of Santorini, we board a private bus and head to Akrotiri.  Buried by ash 
following a volcanic eruption some 3500 years ago, well-preserved Akortiri has steadily 
revealed its secrets, including magnificent frescoes, to excavators, documenting the end of 
a highly developed civilization that had flourished on the island for 1500 years.  Following 
our guided visit to the site, we return to Fira, the island’s capital, to check into our hotel and 
for dinner and overnight.

June 2: SANTORINI
After breakfast, we depart to the prehistoric museum in Fira for a guided tour.  We continue 
by private bus with our guide for a tour of the island, including the towns of Oia, Pirgos, and 
Perissa.  The rest of the day is flexible, with an optional visit to Santo Wines for a wine tasting 
overlooking the caldera, or just exploring Fira on our own.  We overnight in Fira.

June 3: SANTORINI-ATHENS
After a free morning, we transfer by private bus to the port to board the high-speed ferry to 
Piraeaus.  We enjoy our final ferry ride on the Aegean and arrive in Piraeaus and transfer with 
private bus to our hotel for dinner and overnight.

June 4: ATHENS
After breakfast, we take a morning guided visit to see the National Archaeological Museum, 
where the greatest archaeological treasures (e.g, the “Mask of Agamemnon,” the bronze 
“Horse and His Young Jockey” sculpture, the Dipylon Amphora) of ancient Greece are housed.  
After lunch, we enjoy a free afternoon for final shopping and sightseeing on our own. We 
top off our trip with a farewell dinner with our ETC host in a selected restaurant in the Plaka 
before spending our final night in Athens.

June 5: RETURN HOME
After breakfast, we say farewell to the Acropolis and transfer to the Athens airport for our 
return flight home.

PRICE PER PERSON:
$4565*  (based on double occupancy)

$400* Single supplement
*Tour Price is subject to change based on currency fluctuations and air taxes.



TRIP CANCELLATION AND HEALTH INSURANCE
The WKU Alumni Association strongly suggests purchasing trip cancellation insurance.  
Insurance costs are based on the total tour cost, including air taxes and charges listed 
under “Not-Included.”  An estimated amount can be given at time of reservation in order to 
purchase the appropriate amount of insurance.

Be sure to check with your healthcare provider, as most U. S. medical policies will not provide 
coverage outside of the country.  

Proof of medical insurance is required.

Travel Guard trip cancellation and medical insurance can be purchased through Let’s Travel, 
Inc. at 270.793.0230.  Reference the WKU Greece 2015 trip.

For specific questions regarding “Travel Guard,” representatives are available 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week:  1.800.826.1300    -   www.travelguard.com   -   Travel insurance is 
nonrefundable.

PRICING*
Quoted tour prices include planning, handling and operation charges and are based on the 
current rate of exchange and tariffs.  In the event of a marked change in foreign exchange 
rates, fuel costs or tariff rates, tour costs are subject to revision.  Such increases will be added 
to the final billing.  The WKU Alumni Association reserves the right to vary itineraries and 
prices, and to substitute facilities and hotels of equal or better quality if necessary.

DEPARTURE TAXES, SECURITY FEES, FUEL CHARGES
When purchasing air transportation various fees are not included in the airfare.  Such fees are 
subject to increase and will be the responsibility of the client at any time.  Any change in air 
taxes will be reflected on the final invoice. 

AIR TRANSPORTATION
The WKU Alumni Association will arrange for the best-priced airfare available at the time 
of booking.  Passengers wishing to cancel or change their air reservation may be subject to 
cancellation penalties.  Airlines involved in tours are not responsible for any act, omission 
or event during the time passengers are not on board their plane or conveyances.  The WKU 
Alumni Association is not responsible for unforeseen flight delays, changes due to political 
unrest, or schedule changes imposed by the airlines.  Air schedules may be subject to change 
at the discretion of the airline.  When purchasing air transportation, fuel charges and security 
fees are not guaranteed until tickets are issued.  Such fees are subject to change, and any 
increase will be added to your final invoice. 
Please note:  We do not have the ability to assign seating for flights.  Seat assignments will be 
made at airport check-in. 
All taxes, fuel charges and security fees are subject to change based on the ticketing date.  

AIRLINE SECURITY
It is the passengers’ responsibility to provide identification in the form of a passport or other 
required identification at the time of check-in.

PROOF OF U.S. CITIZENSHIP, PASSPORT, & MINOR 
CHILDREN REQUIREMENTS
Minors traveling with either one parent or no parents must have a certified letter of 
permission from the parent or parents who is/are not traveling.  This letter must be presented 
at airport check-in.  All international tours require a current passport six months after your 
return date.  Your passport number must be recorded by the WKU Alumni Association at 
the time of your reservation.  Names on airline tickets must appear as shown on passport.  
Photocopies are not acceptable forms of identification.  Non-U.S. citizens are responsible 
to fulfill appropriate entry requirements of the destination country.  Contact the local U.S. 
Consulate for information.

RESPONSIBILITIES
This tour is operated by the WKU Alumni Association, in common with other companies.  
WKU acts only as an agent for travelers in arranging room accommodations, transportation, 
sightseeing admissions and restaurants.  The WKU Alumni Association reserves the right in its 
sole discretion to make changes in the itinerary and is not responsible for expenses, loss of time, 
money or other incidents resulting from a change of tour scheduling made for travelers.  The 
WKU Alumni Association, or its representatives, are not responsible for any losses or damages of 
personal property, injuries or unforeseen expenses incurred by any tour member.

RESERVATIONS
A  $1,000 deposit and a completed reservation form are 
required to secure a reservation.  Space is limited. 

Reservations can be made online at
www.alumni.wku.edu/greece15 or mailed to:

WKU Alumni Association 
Attn:  Tracy Morrison
292 Alumni Avenue

Bowling Green, KY  42101
270.745.3606

PAYMENT SCHEDULE
•  $1,000 deposit due with registration ($250 nonrefundable)
•  $1,500 due Nov. 17, 2014
•  Balance due February 1, 2015

DEPOSIT
Upon acceptance of this agreement, and to hold the space(s) requested, travelers shall pay 
a 25% nonrefundable deposit ($250) which will be applied toward the final balance.  In no 
case will WKU secure tickets until the deposit is made. Non-payment of the deposit shall 
cause this agreement to be null and void. 

FINAL PAYMENT
Final payment is due February 1, 2015.  Payment can be made by check, Visa, American 
Express or MasterCard.  Payments not received on time will result in reservation 
cancellation without refund.

INCLUDED IN TOUR PRICE
Round-trip air from Nashville including air taxes, 11 nights lodging at 3-4 star European 
class hotels, breakfast daily at the hotel, two dinners (welcome and farewell), arrival and 
departure transfers in Athens, services of long-distance deluxe motor coach for itinerary 
stops, entrances and boat transportation as listed and a full-time, English-speaking 
licensed tour manager.

NOT INCLUDED IN PRICE
Tips to drivers, guides and hotel staff, insurance, extra meals and porterages and optional 
winery visit in Santorini.

CANCELLATION
Cancellation in writing must be received by the WKU Alumni Association for an appropriate 
refund, minus the following fees and any non-refundable services purchased.  

Air penalties are not part of the percentages below and vary based on the airline policy at 
the time of ticket issue.

•  $250 of $1,000 deposit is nonrefundable
•  January 1- 31,2015  - 40% of the tour cost forfeited
•  February 1 - February 28, 2015 – 60% of the tour cost forfeited
•  March 1, 2015 – No refund

*Handling luggage on Greek ferries can be challenging, so we encourage you to pack as 
lightly as possible.  In addition, many sites will require a considerable amount of walking and 
standing.  It is recommended that you condition your body to extensive walking prior to the 
trip.  Please note that wheelchair accessibility is rare in Greece.

SPACE IS LIMITED.   RESERVATIONS CAN BE MADE ONLINE AT WWW.ALUMNI.WKU.EDU/GREECE15

TERMS & CONDITIONS


