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 Panel 1 (Friday, October 2): 9:15–10:30—Justice Policy and the New 

Science of Adolescence   
o Panelists:  Laurence Steinberg, Elizabeth Scott, Ann Skelton, Marsha Levick 

o Moderator: Laurie Garduque 

Three United States Supreme Court decisions of the past decade have delineated the principle 

that children are developmentally different from adults in ways that matter for the fair 

punishment of juvenile offenders. The Court has prohibited the death penalty for juveniles and 

strictly limited the use of the sentence of life without parole—prohibiting the sentence for non-

homicide offenses and, even for homicide, requiring courts to consider mitigating factors. The 

panel will examine the implications of the Court’s developmental framework to adopt further 

reforms in sentencing as well juvenile justice reforms more generally, both in the U.S., and in 

other countries. 
 

 Panel 2 (Friday, October 2): 10:45–12:00—Criminalizing Adolescence 
o Panelists: Naomi Goldstein, Catherine Ross, Amanda Fanniff, Whitney Untiedt 
o Moderator: Rachel Rebouche 

The panel will explore various ways in which law restricts the rights of adolescents – their 

ability to express sexuality or engage in sexual activity, eroded protections for free speech in 

schools, and problems with the juvenile probation system and its ill-fitting procedural rules. 

Panelists will consider policies that place adolescents in front of courts rather than incorporate 

educational and rehabilitative interventions. Panelists also will explore how the punishment of 

juvenile offenders (sex offenders, or students that offend school speech codes, for example) 

hinders cognitive and behavioral development. In the same vein, panelists will discuss how 

research on adolescent development could help policymakers tailor disciplinary measures to 

better address the needs of juveniles. 

 Panel 3 (Friday, October 2): 1:45–2:45—Older Youth in the Child Welfare 

System 
o Panelists: Bruce Boyer, Kara Finck, Eliza Patten 

o Moderator: Kathleen Noonan 

This panel focuses on the challenges facing youth aiming for independence and the importance 

of re-entry laws. Currently, about under one-third of the states have re-entry laws. The panelists 

will discuss the legal landscape of re-entry laws, the issues and barriers around re-entry as 

experienced by the clients they represent; and the developmental needs of older youth who have 

been, or are involved currently with the child welfare system, and are seeking independence. 

 Panel 4 (Friday, October 2): 3:00–4:15—Aligning the Juvenile and Family 

Court with Adolescent Development – Rethinking Current Approaches 
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o Panelists: Emily Buss, Susan Mangold, Jyoti Nanda, Michael Dale 

o Moderator: Theresa Glennon 

This panel offers innovative ideas to challenge the current approaches to the treatment of 

children and youth in juvenile and family courts. Emily Buss proposes that we develop the 

concept of “developmental jurisprudence” to acknowledge the critical role of relationships with 

legal actors in the lives of court-involved children and youth and the law’s role in shaping, not 

just accounting for, young people’s development. Michael Dale examines the ethical challenges 

for lawyers representing children and youth posed by the increased penalties legislatures have 

imposed on children and youth in both juvenile delinquency and adult criminal cases and the 

new science concerning brain development in children and adolescents. Susan Mangold argues 

that it is time for attorneys to employ field building concepts that take account of the need for 

attorneys who represent children and youth to gain specialized knowledge concerning 

developments in the psychology, physiology and neurology of adolescence, childhood trauma, 

and exposure to violence. Jyoti Nanda critiques the court’s concept of childhood and challenges 

the implicit assumptions the Supreme Court has made about childhood for children of color in 

light of what we know about adolescent development and trauma responses of children in poor 

communities. She calls for a complete transformation of the notion of “childhood” in light of 

what we know about the lives of our poorest children of color in the early 21
st
 century. 

 Panel 5 (Saturday, October 3): 9:20–10:20—Older System-Involved Youth: 

Emerging Issues 
o Panelists:  Richard Bonnie, BJ Casey, Ton Liefaard 

o Moderator: Sarah Katz 

This panel will address the implications of developmental brain science on law and policy for 

adolescents and young adults. Professor Bonnie and Dr. Casey will highlight the interaction 

between developmental and situational effects on brain and behavior, and how this can inform 

distinctions in legal policies for eighteen to twenty-one year olds. Professor Liefaard will discuss 

the implications of child friendly justice, as an international children’s rights concept. 

 Panel 6 (Saturday, October 3): 10:30–11:30—Ethical Issues in Representing 

Older Youth 
o Panelists: Theo Liebmann, Lourdes Rosado, Sharon Kelley 

o Moderator: Len Rieser 

This panel will explore ethical questions that arise in the counseling and representation of older 

youth. A major focus will be on the issue of how to counsel youth in ways that empower them to 

direct their own representation.  The panel will discuss counseling in the plea-bargaining 

context; counseling on collateral immigration consequences and opportunities; and related 

topics. 

 

 Panel 7 (Saturday, October 3): 11:40–12:30—Pathways for Juvenile Justice 

Reform 
o Panelists: Martin Guggenheim, Mark Soler 
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o Moderator: Jules Epstein 

In the past decade, several windows of opportunity have opened for juvenile justice 

reform.  These developments have been driven by research on adolescent brain development, 

Supreme Court recognition of differences between adults and children, reductions in 

incarceration without increases in youth arrests, closing of juvenile facilities throughout the 

country, and new awareness of pervasive racial bias in the system, among other factors.  In this 

session, the panelists – child advocates for more than thirty years – will comment on themes 

from Symposium sessions and possible futures of juvenile justice reform. 

 


