
Thanks for the orange 
and black memories
For nearly five years, I have had the privilege and honor of 
serving this great institution and its alumni, but now it is time 
to say goodbye. At the end of June, I will retire as the execu-
tive director of the OSU Alumni Association. 

Even the best things come to an end, and after my years of 
meeting wonderful alumni, students and friends, I will return 
to Ohio to spend time with my family. It has been a reward-
ing and exciting time for me. And in the words of Winnie the 
Pooh, “How lucky I am to have something that makes saying 
goodbye so hard.”

It seems like just yesterday when I drove into the charming 
town of Corvallis and toured the beautiful Oregon State 
University campus, nestled between the mountains in the 
heart of the Willamette Valley. As a girl from Ohio, imagine 
my delight when I saw snow-capped mountains and pristine 
coastal areas as I traversed the state. 

Decked out in my orange and black, I met with alumni and 
friends all over the globe. I experienced worn-out shoes, 
canceled flights and bad weather, and I loved every moment 
of the journey. From Astoria to Klamath Falls, from Pendleton 
to Ashland, I have shared the OSU story and met with the 
heart of Beaver Nation. 

With an outstanding staff, your alumni association is poised 
for future success. We have seen growth in our programs and 
engagement platforms, most notably a comprehensive early 
engagement function, our college alumni relations program 
and the new Beaver Lodge digital survey group.  

The association’s love of students is evident in our active 
participation with the Student Alumni Ambassadors and in 
the many events we coordinate to welcome new Beavers, in-
troduce them to alumni and other mentors while they’re here, 
and send them off with Beaver spirit at graduation.

Thanks to many of you who joined and volunteered, the asso-
ciation has experienced increases in membership, enhance-
ments to the career services program, and growth in regional 
outreach to alumni. And we continue to tell the story of OSU 
in our award-winning Stater magazine, the university commu-
nity’s premier publication.  

Audrey DeKam ’95, Corvallis, has joined the staff of the OSU Alumni Association as 
marketing associate director.

She previously worked at Samaritan Health Services in Corvallis, where she was an 
account manager in marketing and public relations. She also taught at Oregon State and 
worked as a freelance writer and a writer for Fusion Marketing & Design.

She received her bachelor’s in English from Oregon State in 1995 and her master’s in 
fine arts from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro in 2000. q

I have been so proud to see the progress of this great university 
and the alumni association, and humbled to know that I may 
have had a little part in this success. I’m excited to see what 
comes next for OSU. In the words of President Ed Ray, “The best 
is yet to come!”

I leave you in good hands as I say goodbye to an incredible com-
munity of alumni, students, parents and friends. All of you play 
an invaluable role in advancing OSU, and you should be pleased. 
I will miss your undying passion, pioneer spirit and Beaver enthu-
siasm. 

Goodbye, Beaver Nation, I will not soon forget you! q
Go Beavs,

Kathy Bickel is executive director of the OSU Alumni Association and 
vice president of alumni relations.

Alumni association adds marketing associate
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Meet Alexandria Pompel, student alumni ambassador: 

Where did you grow up?
Oregon City, about 30 minutes outside of Portland.

Why OSU?
For several reasons, one of them being that I grew up in Oregon 
and knew that I wanted to stay within the state for school. I also 
wanted to major in engineering and OSU had the best engineer-
ing program in the Pacific Northwest. 

How close are you to graduating, and what’s next after that?
I will be graduating in Fall 2018. I am fortunate enough to 
already have a job lined up after graduation. I will be working for 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in Bremerton, Washington.

What has been your favorite class at OSU?
As weird as it sounds, my favorite class was ballroom dancing my 
freshman year. The class allowed me to listen to music and de-
stress from my engineering courses, while attempting to work 
on my coordination. 

What’s the most important thing you’ve learned outside the 
classroom?
Believe in yourself. As a female in engineering, I often get 
questioned regarding my ability or why I want to be an engineer. 
My major is less than 10 percent female and I will be working 

Grateful for the experience
in an office where I will be the second female engineer out of 
approximately 25 engineers. I chose to be an electrical engineer 
because I enjoy it and as long as I believe in myself, I will be 
successful.

What’s your favorite place to hang out on campus?
Kelley Engineering Center or the Learning Innovation Center. 
Both have wonderful places to sit and work on homework. LINC 
also has beautiful views of campus from the upper floors.

What’s your favorite place to hang out in Corvallis?
I don’t have a favorite place in Corvallis. Instead I like to go 
adventuring around town and the outlying areas to explore and 
see things that I have not seen before.

Of all the things you could choose to get involved in on cam-
pus, why the Student Alumni Ambassadors?
I originally became involved with SAA by suggestion from (OSU 
Alumni Association staff member) Suzanne Phillips, but since 
then I have met several new people (both students and alumni) 
and I have had the opportunity to travel with other students 
across the country. Being able to meet people and become 
friends with other students who are not engineering students is 
one of the biggest reasons I enjoy being in SAA. Most engineer-
ing students have a similar mindset and it is nice to get to know 
people who are different from me.

What’s one thing you think would surprise alumni from 10 or 
20 or more years ago about what it’s like to be an OSU student 
today?
I think the biggest thing (especially for those who haven’t been 
back to campus recently) is the amount of new buildings and 
the amount of technology in the buildings. Hardly any of my 
professors use a chalkboard or even a white board anymore. 
Most of the new buildings only have a document camera with 
projectors. Most of my coursework has some form of technology 
involved, i.e. professors uploading homework online and then 
being allowed to submit it digitally. 

Is there anything else you’d like to say to a potential reader-
ship of 210,000 Beaver alumni and friends?
Thank you. Thank you for all that you all do to make OSU and 
Beaver Nation as wonderful as it is today. If it weren’t for all of 
those who came before me and those who support the universi-
ty, I would not have been able to secure a job while I was a junior 
nor would I have been able to gain as many experiences as I 
have. I also want to thank my grandma for always being a Beaver 
Believer and believing in me.  q

Student Alumni Ambassadors (SAA) is associated with the OSU Alumni 
Association and is dedicated to enhancing the connection among 
students past, present and future. SAA members coordinate a variety 
of events and initiatives that integrate students and alumni across 
Beaver Nation. For more info, visit osualum.com/saainterest. (Photo 
by Hannah O’Leary)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

For more events, visit osualum.com/events.

MAY 7
STATE OF THE UNIVERSITY 
BEND | Riverhouse on the Deschutes

Join Oregon State University President Edward J. Ray as 
he highlights the university’s powerful vision for  
OSU-Cascades, shares our 2017 accomplishments and 
reflects on OSU’s 150-year celebration. President Ray will 
portray the leadership, innovation and excellence that 
Oregon State University brings to Central Oregon.

osualum.com/soubend

MAY 19 
OSU COMMUNITY DAY 
OF SERVICE
NATIONWIDE

Take the spirit of Beaver Nation to the streets to make 
a difference. Bring the family and work alongside your 
fellow Oregon Staters on a project in your area. We are 
looking for lead volunteers and service sites.

osualum.com/service

JUNE 7-8 
GOLDEN JUBILEE REUNION 
CORVALLIS | CH2M HILL Alumni Center

The classes of 1968, 1963, 1958, 1953, 1948 and 1943 
are coming back for camaraderie, campus tours and more. 
The class of 1952 will hold a special class meeting. 

osualum.com/reunions

AUG. 24
GOLF WITH BEAVER NATION
Boise | Purple Sage Golf Course

10th Annual Treasure Valley Golf Tournament — Hit the 
links with Oregon State alumni and friends.

osualum.com/boisegolf


