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A paper published in December by an OSU scientist became one 
of the mostly widely shared science papers since 2011, accord-
ing to the science communications company Altmetric, and has 
inspired private contributions to support further research.

An international team led by William Ripple (pictured at right), 
distinguished professor in the College of Forestry, published 
“World Scientists’ Warning to Humanity: A Second Notice” in 
the journal BioScience. Co-signed by 15,364 scientists from 184 
countries prior to publication, the paper warned that environ-
mental trends in categories such as marine fisheries, population 
growth, deforestation, wildlife abundance and climate change 
raise the likelihood of “widespread misery and catastrophic 
biodiversity loss” in the future. 

Signed by an additional 5,000 scientists after publication, the 
paper comes 25 years after more than 1,700 scientists — includ-
ing a majority of the living Nobel laureates at the time — co-
signed a “World Scientists’ Warning to Humanity” published by 
the Union of Concerned Scientists. Since then, environmental 
trends suggest that humanity is continuing to risk its future. 

Among the negative trends noted in the article are:

 » A 26% reduction in the amount of fresh water available per 
capita

 » A drop in the harvest of wild-caught fish, despite an increase 
in fishing effort

 » A 75% increase in the number of ocean dead zones

 » A loss of nearly 300 million acres of forestland, much of it 
converted for agricultural uses

 » Continuing significant increases in global carbon emissions 
and average temperatures

 » A 35% rise in human population

 » A collective 29% reduction in the numbers of mammals, rep-
tiles, amphibians, birds and fish

The article reports that progress has been made in addressing 
some trends during this time, particularly the loss of strato-
spheric ozone over Antarctica. 

The scientists also suggested steps that can be taken to reverse 
negative trends, but they added that it may take a groundswell 
of public pressure to convince political leaders to take the right 
corrective actions. Such activities could include establishing 
more terrestrial and marine reserves, strengthening enforce-
ment of anti-poaching laws and restraints on wildlife trade, 
expanding family planning and educational programs for women, 
promoting a dietary shift toward plant-based foods and massive-
ly adopting renewable energy and other “green” technologies.

According to data collected by Altmetric, the paper was ranked 
No. 6 out of more than 9 million publications tracked by the 
company since it began monitoring in 2011. Additionally, the 
Oregon State paper is currently ranked No. 1 among more than 
250,000 papers published at about the same time, according to 
the company’s website. 

Altmetric collects data from news websites and social media out-
lets such as Twitter and YouTube. The monitoring data comple-
ment traditional assessments of the impact of scientific papers, 
which rely on the prominence of the journal and the number of 
times they are cited by researchers in subsequent publications. 
Because Altmetric compiles annual data in November, just as the 
Oregon State paper was being published, the publication does 
not appear in its top-100 ranking for 2017. 

“We were surprised by the Altmetric numbers,” said Ripple. “Our 
goal was to start a conversation about the threats to the planet 
and to human well-being. It looks like we succeeded.”

News media reports about the paper appeared in more than 
384 outlets around the world. The paper inspired more than 100 
YouTube videos produced by individuals and educational and 
news organizations. It was read into the legislative proceedings 
of the Knesset in Israel and the Legislative Assembly of British 
Columbia and has been tweeted more than 8,000 times, reach-
ing up to 14 million Twitter followers.
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The paper also generated a $50,000 financial contribution to 
Oregon State in support of Ripple’s research from Roger Worth-
ington, an attorney, brewery owner and hop merchant who grew 
up in Corvallis. His nonprofit organization, the Worthy Garden 
Club, is based in Bend and focuses on expanding science based 
knowledge to the general public by highlighting and supporting 
impactful research. 

“The Worthy Garden Club appreciates Dr. Ripple’s initiative to 
study and raise awareness about our impacts on Mother Na-
ture,” said Worthington. “Basic and applied research are critical 
to our understanding, but we are quickly approaching the point 
of no return. The time for action is now.”

Ripple has formed an organization, the Alliance of World Scien-
tists, to further the work of the team that published the World 
Scientists’ Warning. Additional donations to Oregon State have 
been received to advance its work. As a scientific organization, 
Ripple said, the AWS (scientistswarning.forestry.oregonstate.
edu) intends to leverage objective expertise to support policy-
makers and the public in reversing negative global environmen-
tal trends. The paper is available at the AWS site. q
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An Oregon State professor who moonlights as the creator of the 
“Lord Birthday” web cartoons is publishing his first collection in 
book form. 

A lightly satirical take on self-help, How To Appear Normal at 
Social Events features oddball wisdom presented as illustrated 
lists and single panel comics. The 120-page book is published by 
Andrews McMeel. 

Chad Murphy, an assistant professor of management in OSU’s 
College of Business, said the book includes some of his most 
popular original work as well as 27 new pieces. Murphy began 
posting his illustrated oddities — using “Lord Birthday” as his 
pseudonym — in the fall of 2015, initially anonymously posting 
them on Instagram and later on Facebook and on GoComics.
com. Lord Birthday’s Instagram account quickly developed a 
following that has grown to about 180,000 people.

The cartoons — or poemcomics, as Murphy sometimes calls 
them, since their humor tends to reside in the nuances of the 
text — are dry, without a ready punchline, often bizarre and 
sometimes a little bit sweet. The tone is reminiscent of Monty 
Python, Jack Handey’s “Deep Thoughts,” “The Far Side” and 
“Sarah’s Scribbles.” 

“The pieces aren’t purely ridiculous,” he said. “In many cases, I’m 
trying to use the form to hopefully say something sincere and 
meaningful, too.” 

Lord Birthday is inspired by various aspects of Murphy’s life, 
including his conservative religious upbringing; his work as a 
teacher; his interest in short fiction by George Saunders and 
Donald Barthelme; and sensibility and syntax influenced by two 
years spent as a missionary in southern Japan. 

Biz prof is Instagram’s ‘Lord Birthday’
Murphy said that he believes he was able to develop his creative 
voice in part because Oregon State, and Oregon in general, are 
notably willing to allow people to be their whole selves. 

“Exploration of one’s self, one’s interests and ideas, is part of the 
value system here,” he said.

The anonymity of Lord Birthday began to take its toll, though, so 
last summer as Murphy was working on the book, he revealed 
his identity during an episode of NPR’s “Invisibilia” program, and 
a weight was lifted. 

“I’m just trying to lean into this part of who I am,” he said. “I’m 
trying to not be too concerned about it, honestly. I’ve come to 
terms with the fact that Lord Birthday is, in some strange way, a 
pretty good reflection of some deep part of me.” 

Murphy is the son of famed Major League Baseball player Dale 
Murphy. He grew up in Atlanta, the oldest of eight children. He 
was raised Mormon but is not active in the church. He and his 
wife live in Corvallis with their four children. 

After completing his doctorate in management and organiza-
tion at Penn State, he accepted a job at OSU in 2014. Murphy’s 
father grew up in Portland, his aunt attended OSU and his 
grandparents live in Hillsboro. At OSU, Murphy teaches classes 
in organizational behavior and researches how people make 
sense of their work and craft their identities around the work 
they do. q
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