
OSU’s veterinary program seeks better health 
for dogs, llamas, camels, humans and other animals
The biggest gift in OSU history has drawn national attention to OSU’s veterinary program. The Carlson College of Veter-
inary Medicine may have the smallest student enrollment of any OSU college but it has a big impact — annually treating 
thousands of animals from throughout the Pacific Northwest and producing research vital to human and animal health. 
How well do you know our veterinary medicine program? Answers on page 64.

1. Rank the following animals in terms of the number treated at 
OSU’s Veterinary Teaching Hospital over the last decade:

A. Cats 
B. Dogs 
C. Goats 
D. Horses 
E. Sheep

2. Which of the following animals has NOT been treated at the 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital over the last decade?

A. Bear cub 
B. Camel 
C. Cougar 
D. Lemur 
E. Lion 
F. Monkey 
G. Porcupine 
H. Reindeer

3. The Carlson College of Veterinary Medicine increased its 
class size from 56 to 72 students this fall. About how many 
qualified applicants apply annually for admission?

A. 300 
B. 450 
C. 800 
D. 1,000

4. True or false: Women make up the majority of students in 
OSU’s Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) program.

5. What percentage of OSU’s veterinary medicine students 
receive scholarships?

A. 95 percent 
B. 85 percent 
C. 75 percent 
D. 65 percent

6. True or false: An elective course places OSU veterinary stu-
dents with the Oregon Humane Society in Portland, where 
they observe experienced veterinarians in action.

7. The college’s on-site teaching herd consists of approximately 
15 horses, two cows, two goats, and what other animal?

A. Alpaca 
B. Llama 
C. Pig 
D. Sheep 
E. A and B

8. True or false: The Veterinary Teaching Hospital has the fast-
est CT scanner used in veterinary medicine.

9. How much dog and cat food is served at the Veterinary 
Teaching Hospital each year?

A. 3,000 pounds 
B. 5,000 pounds 
C. 7,000 pounds 
D. 9,000 pounds
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ANSWERS  (questions on page 26) 

1. B, D, A, C, E. When it comes to the hospital’s clientele, dogs 
woof it up at the front of the pack (73,145). Horses come 
in second (28,359), followed by cats (11,477), goats (4,165) 
and sheep (3,454). After that: llamas and alpacas (2,500) 
and pigs (1,656). OSU’s Veterinary Teaching Hospital bears 
the name of Lois Bates Acheson ’37, a generous donor and 
animal lover who made a $21 million gift to the college 
through her estate plans.

2. C. Although OSU veterinarians did perform laparoscopic 
spay surgery on a cougar, it took place at the Wildlife Safari 
hospital in Winston, Oregon. All the other animals — in-
cluding two camels and two monkeys — were treated at the 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital in Corvallis.

3. D. With 1,000 students seeking 56 to 72 spots, the college’s 
extremely competitive admissions process includes a series 
of short, structured interviews used to assess non-cognitive 
qualities including cultural sensitivity, maturity, teamwork, 
empathy, reliability and communication skills.

4. Very much true. Currently, 85 percent of students in the 
Carlson College of Veterinary Medicine are women.

5. A. Thanks to many generous supporters, last year about 95 
percent of OSU’s veterinary students received scholarships.

6. False: An intensive three-week rotation at the Oregon 
Humane Society’s Animal Medical Learning Center isn’t an 
elective for senior DVM students; it’s one of the program’s 

key requirements. And the students don’t just observe. Un-
der the supervision of clinical faculty, the students examine 
small animals and diagnose and treat common diseases. 
They also perform dozens of surgeries, mostly spays and 
neuters. The Carlson College of Veterinary Medicine was the 
first in the nation to create a hands-on learning partnership 
where students live on site and work at a shelter hospital. It 
has become a national model.

7. E. Six camelids (alpacas and llamas) are in OSU’s teaching 
herd. Some serve as blood donors for the hospital. The Carl-
son College of Veterinary Medicine has the only endowed 
professorship in camelid medicine in the world, and its 
faculty members have published more research on camelid 
medicine than any other college in the nation. For exam-
ple, OSU researchers developed the first safe and effective 
anesthesia for camelids. OSU llamas also have been used in 
studies about how certain hormones affect blood sugar. Be-
cause the metabolism of llamas is similar to that of a human 
diabetic, the results of this research may provide insight into 
human diabetes treatment.

8. True. OSU’s Computed Tomography (CT) scanner can take 
detailed 3-D images of an entire dog in 10 seconds, provid-
ing diagnostic information that can’t be obtained using other 
imaging techniques. 

9. C. Maybe 7,000 pounds sounds like a lot of chow but it’s 
spread out among nearly 10,000 dogs and cats treated at 
the Veterinary Teaching Hospital each year.
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