
ED RUSSELL JENNINGS, Portola Valley, 
California, is this 
year’s recipient of 
the Joan Austin Hon-
orary Alumni Award, 
the alumni associa-
tion’s highest honor 
for those who are not 

Oregon State alumni.

Jennings worked for more than 30 years 
in the pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
industries. After their daughter, Notocha 
Jennings Coe ’90, had a great experience 
at OSU, he and his wife Mary Jennings 
established a scholarship that has since 
supported 30 students.

He has served on the OSU Foundation 
Board of Trustees and in many other ca-
pacities in support of the university.

DARRY CALLAHAN ’64, San Rafael, Cal-
ifornia, is this year’s 
recipient of the OSU 
Foundation’s highest 
honor, the Lifetime 
Trustee Award.

A chemical engineer-
ing graduate, Calla-

han spent nearly 40 years in the energy 
industry, rising to upper management at 
Chevron. He has contributed countless 
hours to his alma mater as a volunteer 
leader, serving as a trustee for both the 
university and the OSU Foundation in 
addition to participating on various engi-
neering and commercialization advisory 
boards.

GAIL MARINE CASE ’61 & BILL C. CASE 
’62, Albany, are 
this year’s recipi-
ents of the Martin 
Chaves Lifetime 
Achievement Award, 
presented by OSU 
Athletics.

Passionate sports fans who help rally 
Beaver Nation in their area, Gail and Bill 
Case have made gifts to OSU Athletics for 
over 30 years. They especially enjoy foot-
ball, baseball and basketball, frequently 
traveling to away games in addition to 
countless home games. The Case family 
farm in Linn County is a major producer of 
sweet corn and other crops. 

JOTH RICCI ’90, Portland, is this year’s 
recipient of the Jean 
& C.H. “Scram” 
Graham Leadership 
Award. Named for 
a former alumni 
director and his wife, 
the award honors 

individuals who give exemplary service to 
the alumni association.

Ricci is CEO of Adelsheim Vineyard, 
based in Newberg. He is a former OSU 
Foundation trustee and past president of 
the OSU Alumni Association. He has also 
served on the College of Education Dean’s 
Advisory Board.

NOAH STRYCKER ’08, Creswell, is this 
year’s recipient of 
the Don and Shirley 
Wirth Young Alumni 
Award. Recently re-
named after the two 
long-time university 
and alumni leaders, 

the award recognizes alumni, age 35 or 
younger, for exceptional achievements 
in career, public service and/or volunteer 
activities, which bring credit to Oregon 
State.

An accomplished writer, photographer 
and artist, Strycker is also one of the 
world’s best-known birders. In 2015, 
during a quest spanning 41 countries and 
all seven continents, he set a world record 
by seeing 6,042 species of birds — more 
than half the birds on Earth — in one year. 
His book, Birding Without Borders, chroni-
cles that quest and was a New York Times 
Book Review Editor’s Choice.

TAD DAVIES ’78, Albany, is this year’s 
recipient of the alum-
ni association’s Dan 
Poling Service Award, 
given in honor of an 
in uential ean o  
men who served the 
university for more 

t an e eca es

After earning his MBA at OSU, Davies had 
a success ul career as a certi e  u lic 
accountant — gaining invaluable experi-
ence that has made him an outstanding 
volunteer leader. In addition to service 
with the College of Business Accounting 
Advisory Circle, he has been on the OSU 
Alumni Association board, including a 
term as president, and on the OSU Foun-
dation board.

Davies also has served on boards for the 
Albany General Hospital Foundation and 
the Albany Public Schools Foundation. 
Davies and his wife, Lynne Davies ’69, 
support the College of Business, OSU 
Athletics, scholarships, the Beth Ray Cen-
ter for Academic Support and more.

At two galas — one held in March in Carlsbad, California, and the other scheduled for April 20 at the CH2M HILL Alumni 
Center on campus — OSU Athletics, the OSU Foundation and the OSU Alumni Association are granting their highest honors 
to eight distinguished recipients. The honorees are:

Eight alumni and friends selected for high honors

JIM COLEMAN ’58, Modesto, California, 
is this year’s recipient 
of the alumni associ-
ation’s highest honor, 
the E.B. Lemon 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award, named for a 
legendary alumnus, 

teacher, dean and volunteer leader.

Coleman is co-chair of E. & J. Gallo Win-
ery, the world’s largest winery, a fami-
ly-owned business with nearly 6,000 em-
ployees. He and his wife, Susann Coleman 
’58, are dedicated and loyal Beavers with 
a long and generous record of investing 
in the College of Business and the Austin 
Family Business Program.

Jim Coleman’s legacy of support at Ore-
gon State spans decades. He has been an 
outspoken advocate for student success, 
professional development and research 
and programs that support family 
businesses. He takes time from his busy 
schedule for frequent trips to Oregon to 
ul ll is olunteer uties it  t e Colle e 

of Business Dean’s Council for Excellence, 
the OSU Foundation Board of Trustees 
and his Phi Delta Theta fraternity council.
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Noted publications by Beavers and friends
Books featured in “In Print” were written by alumni, faculty and friends of 
OSU. More publications appear in the “Published” subsection of the “Of note” 
section on page 57.

Homing Instincts (OSU Press) by Dionisia Morales ’09, Corvallis. As a native New 
Yorker who now calls Oregon home, Morales explores in her essays how her concep-

tion of home plays out in her daily life as she navigates 
the gap between where she is and the stories she tells 
herself about where she belongs.

Undercurrents: From Oceanographer to University 
President (OSU Press) by John V. Byrne, Corvallis. Byrne, 
who started as a geologist at an oil company and retired 
as OSU’s 12th president, recounts a career in earth and 
ocean science, higher edu-
cation and government.

Air Pollution and its 
Impacts on U.S. National 
Parks (CRC Press) by Timo-
thy J. Sullivan ’83, Corvallis. 
The third of a series of 
books representing the 
results of research con-
ducted for federal and state 
agencies over multiple de-
cades, this volume provides 
a compilation and syn-
thesis of current scientific 
understanding regarding 
the causes and effects of air 
pollution within the parks.

Once Upon an Algorithm: 
How Stories Explain Com-
puting (The MIT Press) by 
Martin Erwig, Corvallis. 
A professor of computer 
science at OSU, Erwig was 
prompted by his attempts 
to explain computing concepts during his seven-minute 
bus commute to use familiar stories and common, day-
to-day routines to explain how computers work. The 
book was named a best book by American Book Fest. 
For more, see bit.ly/algorithmbook.

Food of Sinful Demons (Columbia University Press) 
by Geoffrey Barstow, Corvallis, an assistant professor 
of history, specializing in religious studies, at OSU.  
Barstow explores the tension between Buddhist ethics 

and Tibetan cultural norms and offers a novel perspective on the spiritual and social 
dimensions of meat eating and vegetarianism.

(See story about another book — in this case one written by an OSU business professor 
who is a formerly anonymous internet celebrity — on page 44.) 
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OSU SCIENTIST LEADS WARNING HEARD WORLDWIDE 
Oregon State Distinguished Professor Bill Ripple has found that humanity has 

not heeded a global warning issued 25 years ago by 1,500 scientists that said 
the world’s people were pushing Earth’s ecosystems beyond their capaci-
ty to support life. In response last fall, Ripple published “World Scientists’ 
Warning to Humanity: A Second Notice.” This publication has been co-signed 

or endorsed by more than 20,000 scientists from 184 countries. It’s also been 
covered worldwide by more than 300 news outlets — including CNN, the Washington 

Post and the Boston Globe — and has been tweeted more than 8,000 times. See story, 
page 42.

GIFT TO IMPROVE THE SOUND OF MUSIC
A $2 million commitment from the family of the late Lynne Detrick of West Linn 

will build an acoustically superior concert hall on the Corvallis campus. The 
gift accelerates development of a $60 million arts and education complex to 
be created through the expansion of the LaSells Stewart Center. With seating 
planned for 400 to 600 people, the new concert hall will offer an intimate set-

ting for choir concerts, piano recitals, chamber music, vocal recitals and other 
musical performances by students, faculty and guest artists. See story, page 16.

EXPLORE 150 YEARS AND 150 OUTSTANDING OSU STORIES
Oregon State University’s 150th anniversary is front and center within a 3,000 

square-foot exhibit at the Oregon Historical Society in Portland. The exhibit 
is entitled “Oregon State University: A Legacy of Transformation,” and shares 
more than 150 stories of OSU history through a wide variety of presenta-
tions. The exhibit runs through Sept. 9. Other OSU150 events will be held 

across the state through October and can be found on the anniversary website 
at OSU150.edu/150. See story, page 28.

TOP RANKINGS DON’T GET BORING
For the fourth time in as many years, Oregon State’s online bachelor’s degree 

programs are ranked in the top 10 nationally by U.S. News & World Report. This 
year, OSU Ecampus ranks No. 6 out of more than 350 institutions, receiving 
its highest marks in the faculty credentials and training category. More than 
6,000 students in 50 countries are pursuing their Oregon State degrees 

online through Ecampus.

DECODING THE ORIGINS OF LIFE
Pharmaceutical sciences professor Kerry McPhail is leading a study that seeks to 

learn the role that ancient microbial organisms played in the evolution of life 
and the shaping of our Earth’s environments over billions of years. McPhail 
was awarded $1.4 million from the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation to 
study these “microbialites” that encode much of the history of life on Earth. 

The research could unlock advances for both human and environmental health. 

Spread the word
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As part of an ongoing effort to get 
alumni and other friends to help 
share the OSU story, Steve Clark 
’75, vice president for univer-
sity relations and marketing, 
joins the Oregon Stater in pre-
senting another batch of talking 
points for not-so-bashful Beavers.
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OSU EXTENSION  |  FAMILY AND COMMUNITY HEALTH 

Let Us Be Your  
Partners in Health

Contact your local Extension office at  
extension.oregonstate.edu/find-us.

Extension Family and 
Community Health partners 
with families and communities 
to enhance health and 
wellness. We promote 
statewide and local changes 
that impact school lunchrooms 
and physical activity policies, 
child and elder care issues 
and community vitality. 
We provide science-based 
programs at every stage of 
life. Join our health enhancing 
programs — physical activity, 
nutrition, parenting education, 
food preservation and safety 
— because advancing health is 
easier when we work together.

Join Us!
To support us with your time, talents 
or donations, contact Teresa Crowley 
at teresa.crowley@oregonstate.edu. 
Visit extension.oregonstate.edu/fch 
to learn more.  



“The best way to have good ideas is to have many ideas and throw the 
bad ones away.” — Linus Pauling

The Linus Pauling Institute has been a part of the research com-
munity at Oregon State University for over 20 years. Our mission 
is to investigate the roles that vitamins, essential minerals and 
phytochemicals play in maintaining good health. Researchers at 
the LPI work at the crossroads between basic and applied research, 
exploring the fundamentals of biology to determine how dietary 
factors may help us live longer, healthier lives.  

Currently, there is some debate about the value of supporting basic 
research, as laboratory research does not always translate well into 
solutions for health problems. However, the knowledge gained 
from basic research puts us on new paths to discovery. In essence, 
basic research is a process of exploring new ideas. Through rigorous 
scientific research, we find which of those ideas are good. 

Although basic research is at the heart of our work, LPI investi-
gators focus on a connection to health and disease. Our ongoing 
studies intend to bridge the gap between basic and applied science 
— finding what works and making it relevant to your life. Currently 
our researchers are working on finding roles for dietary supple-
ments in healthy aging, investigating cancer-fighting compounds 
from cruciferous vegetables, and exploring the health benefits of 
hops, just to name a few.

One of our recent highlights is the work of Dr. Joseph Beckman (pic-
tured at left), a principal investigator at the LPI. His research group 
works on ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease), and they have made many 
discoveries about the disease over the last two decades but were 
only inching toward possible treatment options. However, a recent 
discovery with a copper compound called CuATSM (pictured) in 
animals is showing promise. 

We are hopeful that Dr. Beckman’s research will become a treat-
ment used by ALS patients, and CuATSM is now in clinical trials to 
determine its safety in humans. Without many years of hard work 
in basic research of ALS, Dr. Beckman’s work  might not have ever 
reached this point. 

Thankfully, Oregon State University is a fervent supporter of basic 
and applied research conducted in all its academic departments, 
including the research centers and institutes where investigators 
at the Linus Pauling Institute operate. With this strong foundation, 
you are sure to hear about many more of our successes in the 
future. q

— Alexander Michels, research associate, LPI

The Linus Pauling Institute is a world leader in molecular nutrition research. 
Make a gift today at osufoundation.org/GiveToLPI.

Basic science is where discoveries happen 

Linus Pauling Institute
Submit questions to lpi@oregonstate.edu14    OREGON STATER
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$750,000 minimum westbearinginvest .com$3 million minimum fergusonwellman.com

Ferguson Wellman and West Bearing employ 47 individuals and manage $5.12 billion for our individuals and institutions. (Data as of 12/31/17)

Bridging Your Wealth and Your Life Goals

James Coats, ’92
Danielle White, ’11

Robin Freeman, ’77
Melanie Franck, ’83
Michael Garcia, ’83 Scott Christianson, CFP®,’08

Mark Kralj, ’77
Patrick Yazhari, ’15

James Rudd
Honorary Alumnus of 
the Year, 2006

Consumer Products and Services   25%

Construction and Real Estate   14%

Medical and Healthcare 12%

Technology   11%

Banking and Professional Services   11%

Natural Resources   10%

Manufacturing   9%

Sports and Media   5%

Miscellaneous   3%

Professional Industries 
of Individual Clients

Proud supporters of Oregon State University
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‘Because music heals the world’
By Cathleen Hockman-Wert

In the mid-1990s, budget cuts threatened to drastically reduce 
or even eliminate arts education in Oregon schools.

Lynne Detrick fought back — with bongo bars. 
A teacher, writer and 1968 OSU graduate 
turned full-time mom, Detrick co-founded 
Music and Arts Partners, a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to strengthening arts programs 
in the West Linn/Wilsonville school district. 
In addition to leadership roles, she could be 
found selling water and baked goods — like 

those bongo bars (chocolate chip cookie brownies) — at school 
concerts throughout the district, tirelessly working to ensure 
that local children had access to arts education.

In years to come, the legacy of this stalwart champion of the arts 
will touch countless lives at OSU.

To honor Detrick, who died in December 2016, her family has 
made a $2 million gift commitment to build a new concert hall, 
part of a $60 million arts and education complex to be created 
through the expansion of the LaSells Stewart Center. Lynne 
Detrick Hall will become the university’s primary space for pub-
lic music performances by students, faculty and guest artists, 
including choir concerts, piano recitals, chamber music and vocal 
recitals. The space also will double as a classroom.

“We couldn’t be more grateful to the Detricks and are thrilled 
that the new concert hall will honor Lynne,” said Larry Rodgers, 

dean of the College of Liberal Arts. “She was determined OSU 
would have facilities that match the excellence of our music pro-
gram. With the help of this very generous gift, we will do so.”

Detrick’s youngest son, Douglas Detrick — now a trumpet play-
er, jazz composer and leader in Portland’s arts community — was 
just 16 when he began to understand how important music was 
to his mom and to society. It happened on Sept. 11, 2001.

Kids on the West Coast were still getting ready for school when 
the Twin Towers fell. Many stayed home that morning with their 
shocked and frightened families, but Douglas had an early jazz 
band practice. As he headed out, his mom met him at the door, 
with tears in her eyes. She gave him a hug.

“You should go to rehearsal,” she said, “because music heals the 
world.”

The new arts and education complex is being planned around a 
vision that recognizes the arts as integral to the human experi-
ence – and an essential part of an OSU education for all stu-
dents.

“We want Lynne Detrick Hall to be recognized up and down the 
coast as one of the most beautiful places to hear music, both 
visually/aesthetically and acoustically,” said Steven Zielke, the 
Patricia Valian Reser Professor of Music (conducting in photo 
below). “It will be a space that encourages students to make 
music, and that encourages audiences to hear it and be changed 
by it.” q
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OSU held a ceremony in March to launch 
construction of its new Marine Studies 
Building at Hatfield Marine Science Cen-
ter in Newport. 

The construction site is along Marine 
Science Boulevard, west of the Guin 
Library at Hatfield. The center is located 
just southeast of the Highway 101 bridge 
over Yaquina Bay. 

The three-story, 73,000-square-foot 
facility will be a key component of Ore-
gon State’s Marine Studies Initiative, the 
university’s commitment to advance its 
international leadership in marine studies. 

In partnership with the university, the 
OSU Foundation has raised $56 million for 
the initiative, including $25 million in gifts 
and private grants for the construction 
project and $31 million for marine studies 
programming across the university.

The building, which is also supported 
by $25 million in state bonds approved 
by the Legislature in 2015, will enhance 
OSU’s efforts in marine science research 
and education, as well as outreach to 
industry and coastal communities. 

The new building also will serve as one 
of the first “vertical evacuation” sites for 
tsunami escape in the United States. 

A three-story academic and research core 
will connect to a two-story wing that 

includes community space, an auditori-
um, an innovation laboratory and other 
facilities.

A ramp (pictured in the rendering above) 
will lead from ground level to the top of 
the auditorium, and from there to the roof 
of the three-story structure, which will be 
at a height of 47 feet and is designed to 
serve as a tsunami evacuation site for as 
many as 900 people. 

“This new building will not only meet our 
programming goals for the Marine Studies 
Initiative, coastal and oceanic research, 
and public outreach, but it will include 
added safety options for the Hatfield 
campus through its vertical evacuation,” 
said Bob Cowen, director of the Hatfield 
center. 

Architects for the project are from Yost 
Grube Hall in Portland, with Andersen 
Construction as general contractor. 

OSU’s Marine Studies Initiative is a 
10-year program to foster innovative 
approaches to addressing key issues 
involving the coast, the ocean and ocean 
literacy. It builds on OSU’s deep history 
of nationally ranked programs in marine 
sciences and natural resources, faculty 
excellence, and “world-leading research 
and premier facilities,” said Jack Barth, 
executive director of the initiative.

In 2017, rankings by the Center for World 

New Marine Studies Building to rise in Newport

University Rankings placed Oregon State 
second in forestry, third in oceanogra-
phy and eighth in marine and freshwater 
biology. 

“Major areas for academic development 
include opportunities to increase student 
success, such as access to internships and 
other hands-on experiential education, 
and interdisciplinary programs training 
students in the human dimensions of 
coastal and ocean issues,” Barth said. “We 
are excited to have the new building at 
the Hatfield Marine Science Center serve 
as a focal point for the Marine Studies 
Initiative in Newport.” 

The university intends to have the build-
ing ready for occupancy in late 2019. 

Oregon State previously announced 
that it had purchased a site of more than 
five acres near Oregon Coast Commu-
nity College — south of Hatfield Marine 
Science Center and out of the tsunami 
inundation zone — to build a residence 
hall for as many 360 students. Plans call 
for its construction to run concurrently 
with the work on the Marine Studies 
Building, officials say, and early plans call 
for the residence hall also to open in late 
2019. q 
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OSU history as told by women who made it
Editor’s note: “Storytellers” highlights stories from the massive 
OSU Sesquicentennial Oral History Project at bit.ly/OSUstories.

By Janice Dilg

Did you know that dissecting mice was once part of the home 
economics curriculum, or that NCAA gymnastics champions 
honed their routines while working around a structural post 
in their practice space? 

Those nuggets are shared by Dorothy Fenner ’39, Joy Selig 
Petersen ’92 and Mary Ayotte Law ’82 in interviews that are 
part of the OSU150 Oral History Project. 

Of the 46 interviews I had the pleasure of contributing to the 
project, 23 were with women of Beaver Nation. They were 
students, administrators, educators, coaches, athletes, sci-
entists, Deadheads, counselors, mentors, ambassadors, path 
breakers — and many fit into more than one of those catego-
ries. They described transformative experiences they had as 
students, taking courageous stands as faculty to bring equity 
to OSU, and how they put their knowledge and passions to 
work in the world. 

The arc of women’s athletics at OSU can be traced from the 
pre-Title IX era to the present through multiple interviews in 
this collection. Darlene Hooley ’61 played field hockey with 
no official coaches and only the “dregs” of available equip-
ment and time on the practice field. Former gymnasts Law 
and Petersen recount the slow implementation of Title IX, but 
that fact did not diminish their love of gymnastics and com-
petition. Pioneer coach and director of athletics Sylvia Moore 
tells about laying the foundation for official women’s athletics 
with the 1972 advent of Title IX. Marianne Vydra — OSU’s 
current deputy athletic director for administration — recalls 
building on that legacy, moving women’s athletics forward 
to where today’s female student-athletes, and OSU, reap the 
benefits of those efforts. 

Mid-20th century social and political movements that chal-
lenged the status quo are represented in these oral histories. 
Retired administrators Beth Rietveld, Jo Anne Trow and 
Phyllis Lee ’83 recount how they took on entrenched gender, 
racial and ethnic inequalities at OSU on behalf of students 
as well as faculty. Their work with the Women’s Center, the 
Faculty Women’s Network, the Office of Multicultural Affairs 
and the Indian Education Program helped transform OSU to 
be more inclusive for all students.

Tana Atchley ’05 (Modoc, Paiute and Karuk) evokes the 
struggles state budget cuts and economic downturns brought 
to rural Oregon, and how she surmounted those challenges to 
earn bachelor and graduate degrees and uses her knowledge 
to educate a new generation of Native children. Susan Castillo 
’81, Loretta Smith ’87, Margaret Carter ’74 and Darlene Hool-
ey are recognized as successful Oregon politicians, but their 
stories reveal they were once unsure of their abilities and how 
to push back against the conventions of what women should 
aspire to. 

In her oral history, retired administrator Jo Anne Trow, a recipi-
ent of the OSU Alumni Association’s Dan Poling Service Award, 
recalls how she and other female administrators had to overcome 
sexism and other obstacles to make progress on campus. (Photo 
by Hannah O’Leary) 

Innovation and invention are hallmarks of OSU, and these oral 
histories explore the many forms those characteristics can 
take. Distinguished professor Jane Lubchenco expounds on her 
groundbreaking research on Oregon’s marine ecosystems and 
how she navigated being the first woman head of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Emeritus professor 
Mina McDaniel ’67 recalls her work at the Sensory Science 
Laboratory that influenced Oregon’s burgeoning wine and craft 
beer industries. Former University Librarian Karyle Butcher ’91 
recounts overseeing the building of the Valley Library and bring-
ing the library into the digital age. Vice president Becky Johnson 
and faculty member Natalie Dollar talk about their key roles in 
making the OSU-Cascades campus in Bend a reality and taking 
OSU in new directions. 

The breadth of topics and perspectives covered in these 
interviews reveals the difference OSU has made in the lives of 
decades of women students, faculty and administrators, and 
also how each of them has, in turn, changed OSU and the world 
beyond. q

Janice Dilg is a consulting historian who conducted interviews for the 
OSU Sesquicentennial Oral History Project.
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EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

It’s a passion, a lifestyle, an investment
and ultimately a reward  for all your hard work.

CASCADE SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY  | SUNRIVER VILLAGE BUILDING 5 | SUNRIVER, OR | CREATE A LEGACY FOR YOUR FAMILY

Call me to discover the area’s 
most extraordinary homes:

CREATEALEGACY.ESTATE

541.480.1142

LICENSED IN THE STATE OF OREGON

the intersection of
LIFESTYLE+LUXURY
JENN SCHAAKE ’12
BROKER, RSPS | RENE | SRES | E-PRO
OSU ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFETIME MEMBER

LUXURY ESTATES IN CROSSWATER, CALDERA SPRINGS, SUNRIVER & BEND

OSU-Cascades bonds approved
OSU’s campus in Bend moved a step closer to meeting the 
needs of its growing student enrollment in March when the 
Oregon Legislature approved $39 million in state-backed bonds 
for OSU-Cascades’ second academic building.

The facility will serve STEAM disciplines of science, technology, 
engineering, arts and mathematics.

“We are very grateful for the support of Governor Brown, Speak-
er ote  enator no  e resentati e ay el  an  any 
legislators for the continued expansion of higher education 
programming in Central Oregon,” said OSU president Ed Ray. 
“We are also grateful to the many generous donors whose gifts 
of over $9 million helped match this state funding.

“Funding for this academic building will allow us to serve our 
mission in Oregon, and especially in Central Oregon, where 
there are no other four-year university options closer than three 
hours.” 

The Legislature approved $9.5 million in state bonding in the 
2017 session in part to support site preparation of undeveloped 
campus property where the new academic building will be 
constructed.

t t e ti e   officials le e  to see  a itional state un -
ing for the building in the 2018 legislative session. Over the past 
months, Central Oregon community, business and economic 

leaders, advocates with the Beaver Caucus, and undergraduate 
students traveled to Salem to support funding for increasing 
campus capacity in what is the fastest growing region in Oregon.

“We anticipate construction to begin in summer 2019, following 
re e iation o  ortions o  t e u ice ine an  lan ll t at 
adjoin our campus,” said OSU-Cascades vice president Becky 
Johnson. “This new academic building will house classrooms and 
laboratories and be ready for students in fall 2021.” q
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Creating change through openness

By Gretchen Schrafft | Photo by Hannah O’Leary

At 22, Torrey Hunter already has quite the contact list. His 
acquaintances include Corvallis’ chief of police, Benton County’s 
district attorney and a circuit court judge. In his capacity as pres-
ident of the OSU branch of the NAACP, he’s invited  all of them 
to the Lonnie B. Harris Black Cultural Center to help them and 
the OSU student community get to know each other.

This winter marked the unveiling of a new OSU NAACP initiative 
called Judicial Justice. From February through the end of the 
school year, the NAACP is hosting a series of question-and-an-
swer sessions with members of the local law enforcement and 
judicial systems. Attendees will have the opportunity to ask 
guests about the work they do. 

“The criminal justice system is far more complicated than people 
believe,” said Corvallis police chief Jon Sassaman, who agreed to 
be the program’s “guinea pig” by participating in its first session. 
“I’m hoping to dispel myths.” 

One of Hunter’s hopes is that a better understanding of how 
law enforcement operates will make for smoother interactions 
between students and officers. If, for example, students under-
stand how police officers are trained and why they do some of 
the things they do, there could be less fear in an encounter with 
the police. 

Hunter’s investment in pushing for more mutual understanding 
stems from personal experience. “I did get in trouble when I 
was younger,” he explained. “I didn’t know how it (the system) 
worked.”

The experience, he added, “opened my eyes to the judicial sys-
tem and the flaws associated with it.” It inspired him “to create a 
change that would have a positive impact on how things work in 
the justice system.”

A native of Salem, Hunter comes from what he described as 
“a pretty rough background” that included a period of home-
lessness between ages 14 and 15. After high school, he took a 
summer job fighting forest fires that he credits with getting him 
out of Salem and enabling him to be a financially stable OSU 
freshman. This past summer, Hunter, a biohealth science major 
who is passionate about becoming a pharmacist, took a chemis-
try class and worked as a student ambassador for OSU Diversity 
& Cultural Engagement and then spent his two-week break 
before fall quarter fighting fires in southern Oregon.

This summer also was when Hunter did a lot of networking for 
Judicial Justice, contacting key players and inviting them to par-
ticipate. Chief Sassaman’s first impressions of Hunter were that 
he was receptive and authentic.

“I felt like we could sit down and talk about difficult topics, that 
he wouldn’t throw a dart at me or judge me,” the chief said.

Just the opposite, in fact. The overall goal of Judicial Justice is to 
get the judicial system to judge itself — “poking holes in what’s 
wrong,” as Hunter put it. At the end of each session, Hunter 
closes the conversation by asking his guest to describe dispari-
ties within the system that they’d like to see fixed. The answers 
will fuel the next phase of Judicial Justice: working to turn expert 
critiques of the judicial system into proposals for improved pro-
tocols and legislation.

How best to put this second phase into practice is something 
Hunter intends to learn as a summer intern with the Oregon As-
sembly for Black Affairs, an organization with a track record for 
influencing state legislation. Meanwhile, he’s also on the lookout 
for opportunities more in line with his field of study, as he plans 
on applying to pharmacy school.

Is it possible that the work of Judicial Justice, a student-con-
ceived, student-driven initiative, might lead to legislative or 
policy actions for positive social change? 

Barry Jerkins, former president of the Corvallis-Albany NAACP, a 
former federal police officer and a mentor of Hunter’s, is enthu-
siastic about the possibilities.

“Yeah,” he said. “That’s how change comes about!” q

Gretchen Schrafft earned her MFA in creative writing from OSU in 
2016. She teaches college writing and composition in Seattle.
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Harley Jessup, an Oregon State 
University alumnus and renowned 
Disney/Pixar animation produc-
tion designer who has won an 
Academy Award and an Emmy 
Award for visual effects, will 
deliver the commencement ad-
dress at OSU’s 149th graduation 
ceremony.

Commencement will be held on 
Saturday, June 16, at Reser Stadi-
um, beginning at 10:30 a.m.

Jessup also will receive an honor-
ary doctorate from the university.

“We’re thrilled to have Harley Jessup return to Oregon State 
University, where he and many members of his family graduat-
ed,” said OSU president Ed Ray. “He exemplifies the importance 
of arts and sciences at a research university and I know that our 
graduates — who have grown up with his creative characters and 
stories — will be inspired by his messages.”

Ray added that Jessup’s commencement address comes at a 
special time at OSU.

“As we celebrate OSU150 — the university’s 150th anniversary 
— Oregon State is advancing its role as a 21st century land grant 
university that is dedicated to excellence in the arts and the 
sciences,” Ray said.

Jessup was born in Corvallis in 1954 and his family relocated to 
California shortly after. He returned to enroll at Oregon State 
and earned a bachelor of fine arts degree in graphic design in 
1976, and later a master’s degree in graphic design from Stan-
ford University.

He began his career in animation, working at Korty Films on 
various projects, including segments for “Sesame Street.” Jessup 
then joined Lucasfilm to work as art director on several live ac-
tion films, before moving to Industrial Light and Magic in 1986, 
eventually becoming the creative director for its art department. 
He received an Academy Award in 1988 for visual effects in the 
film “Innerspace.”

Jessup served as production designer for “Coco,” which won this 
year’s Academy Award for best animated feature. Some of his 
other film credits include “The Hunt for Red October,” “Ghost-
busters II,” “Monsters, Inc.,” “Ratatouille” and “James and the 
Giant Peach.”

Jessup also has written and illustrated three children’s books. q

Oscar-winning designer to address graduates
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Going the distance
Online student conducts research 
with faculty on campus to change 
the future of childbirth

By Julie Cooper

Victoria Keenan found her dream degree program where she 
least expected. Now, she is willing to go to great lengths to bring 
about the future she knows is possible.

Keenan knew she wanted to pursue a college education but felt 
the options near her home in Cambridgeshire, England, were 
restrictive. While she considered the path ahead of her, she 
moved to Dubai, United Arab Emirates, with her family. There, 
she found her passion in the pages of an autobiography.

“I was reading an autobiography of a lady named Sheila Kitzing-
er. She was quite well known in the birth world, which is my 
profession,” Keenan said. “She was talking about her work, and I 
didn’t actually realize what her job was until I read this book. She 
was an anthropologist.”

When the book signaled a connection between anthropology 
and natural childbirth, Keenan knew it was the missing link she 
had been looking for in her education.

With the newly discovered path in mind, she enrolled online 
with OSU Ecampus, in the anthropology bachelor’s program 
with a minor in women, gender and sexuality studies. During 
summer 2017, Keenan traveled with her family to Oregon State’s 
Corvallis campus, where she earned internship credits toward 
her degree through a research project and gained focus in her 
career goals.

It’s just one stride toward an even greater dream: To earn a Ph.D. 
and work directly with doulas (professionals who assist mothers 
during labor and after childbirth), birthing educators, midwives 
and obstetricians to conduct research that lends evidence to 
their traditional birthing knowledge and practices.

“I want to figure out what the biggest issues are that are causing 
unnecessary harms, and then I want to find a way to avoid those 
harms,” said Keenan, a mother, doula, prenatal teacher and 
reflexologist. For her, the route to better care involves a feminist 
approach to birth work, which she informs with her complemen-
tary fields of study.

“So often, I’m able to refer to things in an Ecampus anthropology 
class that I learned about in women’s studies classes,” she said. 
“I find that whatever class I’m in, there will be some analysis or 
discussion that I can’t help relating to my experiences as a birth 
worker.

“I end up connecting all of these things, and I think that will 
enable me to be a better birth worker — having that insight I 
wouldn’t otherwise have had.”

Keenan knew an online degree program in anthropology would 
allow her the flexibility to care for her children and travel with 
her family. She considered course content, platforms for delivery 
and university reputations in her decision, but what stood out 
most for Keenan was seeing her interests represented in Oregon 
State’s faculty.

Oregon State anthropology associate professor Missy Cheyney, 
a licensed midwife and medical anthropologist, represented the 
possibilities for Keenan’s future that she had been unable to find 
in any other university.

“I saw that Missy was involved in research — she wasn’t just a 
teacher, she was doing it,” said Keenan. “Having someone I can 
look up to, follow her work and learn from her so specifically to 
what I’m interested in, that’s massively helpful.”

This connection has helped Keenan put her research career on a 
fast track. She has eagerly begun to put knowledge into practice 
through internship opportunities on the Oregon State campus, 
despite the distance.

Although there’s no requirement to do so in her degree pro-
gram, Keenan has been fortunate to have already visited OSU’s 
Corvallis campus twice, and plans to return each summer until 
she graduates.

Knowing she has a long road ahead motivates Keenan to invest 
time and travel to make the most of her education. In the 
meantime, she is hard at work, joining a legacy of inspiring and 
empowered women who are paving the way. q

22    OREGON STATER



Details and registration:
osualum.com/career

APRIL

19
Career Connections:*  

Peer Résumé 
Reviews

MAY

23
Negotiate  
Like a Pro

JUNE

JUNE

6

6

Preparing for 
Retirement

Career Connections:* 
Retirement

GROW YOUR 
CAREER

Webinars and online career 
resources for alumni.

Free virtual sessions are  
held midday PST.

*Interactive online networking session

Connecting is key
Connections are the way to career 
success, and I’m excited that the OSU 

lu ni ssociation is creatin  i er-
ent tools and opportunities for you to 
connect in a exi le anner  re ar less 
of where you live or work.

Today’s employment market requires a 
diverse and nimble approach. The job 
search process is not linear, and I’m here 
to help you navigate it. 

Sarah Al-Sheikhly ’12 was moving to 
the Bay area and wanted to break into 
a new industry, but she wasn’t getting 
much traction.

She had worked at a foundation and 
then realized that the position was not 
a oo  lon ter  t  so s e transitione  
to Nike, working in operations and lead-
ership development. 

When she came to me, she wanted 
ore ers ecti e on o  to n  ore 

opportunities in the shifting job market, 
and she wanted to connect to the Bay 
area OSU alumni network. 

Part of what I provide is what every job 
hunter needs: encouragement, practical 
feedback and ideas that can quickly be 
translated into actions. 

I connected Al-Sheikhly with Bruce 
Hohensee, a Corvallis-based recruiting 
professional who is passionate about 
supporting OSU alumni and students. 
Hohensee is president of Talent Driven 
Consultin  ic  el s co anies n  
the right applicants for their openings. 

“The advice Bruce shared was prac-
tical an  e ecti e  Al-Sheikhly said. 
“With Bruce’s fresh perspective, I 
re-strategized my job search, and I 
was able to focus on creating the right 
connections and apply for the right 
positions.

“I landed quickly in a position that built 
on my experiences but is allowing me 

to diversify and progress toward my 
ultimate goal of changing industries.”

She also connected with our Bay area 
alumni career ambassador. Al-Sheikhly 
said that “she was incredibly warm and 
welcoming and has been a fantastic 
resource within the city.”

Hohensee got involved with alumni 
career programs through one of our 
online career connection events (osua-
lum.com/career). He and I presented a 
seminar on how to use LinkedIn to build 
your career.

“It was fun to participate in, because we 
were able to demystify a really valuable 
tool,” he said.

He described in more detail how he 
advised Al-Sheikhly:

“I encouraged Sarah to not simply 
wait for the hiring process ... but to 
proactively reach out to managers who 
may be managing the departments 
and teams she would be interested in 
becoming part of, by using LinkedIn 
and informational interviews to get an 
introduction.”

Through our online career events, you 
too can get career help, or maybe use 
your experience to help alumni and 
students reach their career potential. 

Almost always, connections will be cru-
cial. We use a platform called Brazen to 
create online career connection events 
that provide a one-on-one, chat-based 
experience. Alumni and industry friends 
are there to help answer questions in a 
safe and supportive space. 

We’re eager to help you meet your ca-
reer goals, and to show you how you can 
help other Beavers meet theirs! q

— Yuliya Dennis, OSUAA director of  
alumni career services. She can be reached at 
yuliya.dennis@osualum.com.
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After a career in investment banking, 

Marianne Cicala wanted to give back.

When she began building the first 

organic farm in her rural Virginia 

community, she turned to Oregon 

State for online training in 

sustainable landscape design. 

Now her farm is thriving, and it feeds 

into her organic grocery store that 

really is on Main Street. 

FROM WALL 
STREET TO  
MAIN STREET.
WE CAN HELP.

pace.oregonstate.edu ALUMNI MEMBERS SAVE 15%

Wherever your passion lies – from business to 
brewing to gardening – Oregon State University’s 
Professional and Continuing Education will help 
you go out there and pursue what you love.

Poet, memoirist and 
literary critic David 
Biespiel has been named 
poet-in-residence at OSU, 
a new public-facing role 
that will highlight and 
celebrate the university’s 
contributions to the genre 
of poetry. 

“Oregon State has a long 
and rich history of pow-
erful contributions to the 
liberal arts in our state and 
nation,” said OSU Provost 

Ed Feser. “David’s naming as poet-in-residence, OSU’s plans for 
a $60 million art and education center, other College of Liberal 
Arts endeavors, and our celebration of OSU150 prominently 
showcase how we are advancing the arts and sciences at the 
university and in Oregon.” 

Biespiel will teach and advise undergraduate and graduate 
students in the Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing program; 
promote poetry in the community and beyond; undertake spe-
cial projects around National Poetry Month — celebrated each 
year in April — and more. 

“David is a major voice in 21st century American literature,” said 
Larry Rodgers, dean of the College of Liberal Arts. “In this new 
role, he will help us continue to celebrate and elevate poetry’s 
vital place at Oregon State and build on the already substantial 
national reputation of creative writing at OSU.” 

Biespiel will be housed in the School of Writing, Literature, and 
Film in the College of Liberal Arts, where he has been an instruc-
tor in poetry in the creative writing program since 2001. 

He is the author of 10 books of poetry and prose, including The 
Education of a Young Poet, a 2017 Best Book for Writers selection 
from Poets & Writers; A Long High Whistle, which received the 
2016 Oregon Book Award for general nonfiction; and The Book 
of Men and Women, which was chosen one of the best books of 
the year by the Poetry Foundation and received the 2011 Ore-
gon Book Award for poetry. Republic Café, a new book of poems, 
is due out next year. 

His writings appear in The Rumpus, American Poetry Review, Slate, 
Partisan, New Republic, Politico, Poetry and The New York Times. 
He was recently named as a finalist for the National Book Critics 
Circle’s Nona Balakian award for excellence in reviewing. He is 
also the founder of the Portland-based Attic Institute of Arts and 
Letters. q

OSU selects poet-in-residence to fill new post
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