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by Hannah O’Leary)

COVER STORY: SHOWING OFF IN PORTLAND
A digital story table with several layers of information is just part of an exhibit showcasing 
Oregon State’s history at the Oregon Historical Society in Portland. (Photo by Hannah O’Leary) 
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TRANSFORMATIONAL GENEROSITY
Proudly wearing his historic bandanna, Trip the Labrador seems ready to intercept any squirrels 
that might try to disrupt the celebration of OSU’s largest gift ever. (Photo by Hannah O’Leary)

FROM BERRIES TO BOOKS AND SO MUCH MORE
Their u-pick raspberry farm succeeded far beyond expectations. Now they build libraries in tiny 
Botswanan villages and give back to their universities. (Photo courtesy Bob and Sara Rothschild)
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She knew what college was worth
In early March, just as I and my col-
leagues began the final push to get this 
issue of the Stater off to the printer, my 
mother, Jackie Pollock Roop, 82, died 
of complications brought on by an ag-
gressive throat cancer that reoccurred 
after 20 years in remission.

She was a widow and I’m her oldest child. 
I was on the phone with her pretty much 
daily — usually on my morning commute 
up to Corvallis — and I was in her Eugene 
apartment three or four times a week, 
often to provide tech support or watch a 
Beaver game as we cheered and groaned.

As a proud Oregon State mom and grand-
ma, she was fiercely supportive of OSU 
and a big fan of President Ed Ray.

“Good lord,” she’d say, reading an article 
in Eugene’s Register-Guard about a prob-
lem at the University of Oregon. “They 
need Ed!”

Raised from birth in a muddy logging 
camp in the Oregon Coast Range, she 
eventually became a fashion buyer and 
ran her own boutique. She was tiny and 
tough and stylish — a true matriarch. She 
never hesitated to remind me, in public, 
to comb my hair or straighten my tie.

“Mom, I’m 62 years old,” I’d say.

“Don’t tell me,” she’d answer. “I was 
there. And I’m still waiting for you to learn 
to comb your hair.”

Often when I gather with others whose 
job and passion is to share transformative 

stories from places like Oregon State, 
the conversation gets around to how we 
happened to go to college. My response is 
always the same:

“Mom made me.”

Circumstances and events of her life 
— mainly poverty, various men who dis-
couraged her and my arrival in the world 
— conspired to keep her from her own 
diploma, but there was never a doubt that 
her first-born would get one. Well, I had 
my doubts, but resistance was futile. She 
packed me off to campus and wouldn’t let 
me quit. Mentors on the faculty helped 
me find a calling despite myself, and after 
four majors in five years, I left with a 
degree and a career that I still love.

Shortly before she died, Mom and I dis-
cussed my interview with President Ray 
about a disturbing increase in the number 
of people who think college isn’t worth 
what it costs. (See story, page 8.)

She rolled her eyes — the same way she 
did when I showed up for an event wear-
ing black shoes and a brown belt.

“That,” she said, “is just dumb!”  q

— Kevin Miller ’78, editor
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SOME THINGS ARE SO SMALL, 
YOU CAN BARELY SEE THEM.

But that doesn’t mean you lack vision.

Twelve years ago, Ingrid Scheel was struggling 
as a student and working part time filing papers 
at a small fiber optic technology firm. You 
wouldn’t have predicted her future success. But 
now Ingrid holds two college degrees. Those 
papers she used to file? Now she signs them as 
the company’s vice president. And to keep the 
firm on the leading edge of producing hair-thin
micro sensors, she’s pursuing an engineering 
management master’s degree 100% online with 
Oregon State University Ecampus.

Read her story here:
ecampus.oregonstate.edu/Ingrid

ecampus.oregonstate.edu



All Beavers represented
An ’84 and ’86 alum (and longtime 
straight cisgender ally of the LGBTQ 
community) here writing to thank you for 
including the article “Guiding Workplace 
Conversations” in the latest issue of the 
Oregon Stater: I’m glad to see that all 
Beavers are represented in your pages 
— because we certainly represent the 
full range of humanity in reality! Please 
keep up the great and important work. 
It’s articles such as this that may provide 
the initial introduction to alums who 
don’t know that they know transgender 
persons.

Kelly Whitty ’84 ’86
Portland 

Engineer appreciated
Just read the great story about Tina 
Guard in the winter Stater. As another 
one-woman show in the engineering 
world for several years (senior proposal 
manager/consultant), I appreciate her 
entrepreneurial spirit. Her business card 
says it all. Mine says, “Sworn enemy of 
the stu ed shirt since .  iva  Tina

Molly Larson Cook ’97
San Diego, California 

Faith in vitamins misplaced
In response to “Healthy life: 
LPI addresses skepticism about 
supplements,” winter Stater: The 
use of vitamin supplements became 
popular when Linus Pauling became 
enamored with the idea that Vitamin 
C could prevent and cure many 
diseases, including the common cold, 
cardiovascular disease and even cancer.

Later, many rigorous clinical tests were 
conducted by Mayo Clinic and others, 
which clearly showed that Vitamin C 
works no better than placebo for most 
medical conditions and diseases. And 
exhaustive analysis showed that people 
who take vitamin supplements do not 
live longer than those who do not take 
them, nor do they have fewer health 
problems. Indeed, both Linus Pauling 
and his wife died of cancer!

Today, alternative medicine purveyors 
and others promote the use of vitamin 
therapy, claiming that vitamin use can 
cure almost any medical condition, 
including cancer, AIDS, autism, 
even serious mental illness such as 
schi ophrenia. But there is no scientific 
evidence to support those claims, and 
many wait too long to seek out evidence-
based treatment. How sad.

Vivian Locker Mower ’62
San Diego, California 

Don’t rewrite history
I was sorry to see that Oregon State 
University, my alma mater 1977, has 
decided to enter the fray on names 
of historic buildings, statues, art and 
other great works of our civilization. 
Sorry, because this whole argument — 
“because of allegedly racist aspects of 
the lives of the buildings’ namesakes” 
— is more evidence of people in search 
of an issue, people with too much time 
on their hands, people whose attempt to 
make names for themselves by rewriting 
history provokes the mile-wide-and-an- 
inch-deep thinking that now prevails in 
our young adult culture.

People for whom buildings, statues 
and other art were inspired or named 
were people of their times. They were 
people who contributed mightily to the 
improvement of the institutions with 

which they were involved, and whose 
profound vision and thinking did in fact 
leave a legacy for others to observe 
and emulate. They were people whose 
view of the world went outward from 
themselves, rather than inward toward 
their navels.

The current rage to rewrite history by 
denying the meaningful contributions 
of people who actually had an impact 
on their work environments is a 
sad commentary on the inability of 
our young people to think beyond 
themselves.

Rather, I would recommend they put 
e ual or double the energy into finding 
ways they themselves may bring about 
improvement to their institutions and 
fields of endeavor. Tearing down is easy 
and takes little thought; building up 
takes great vision  sacrifice and care.

Lisa Refvem Davis ’77
Caribou, Maine

Process and climate change
Since I was fortunate to get an education 
in science and engineering from OSU, 
I find the dialogue regarding climate 
change a bit perplexing.

In my training to more e ectively solve 
problems  I learned that you must first 
firmly validate the current facts. In this 
case, it would be reasonable to quantify 
the magnitude of global warming.

How many degrees F or C has our globe 
warmed each year over the past 100-plus 
years? How was the average temperature 
of the earth measured in each of these 
years? What instrument was used — 
how was it calibrated — what was its 
precision? How many data points were 
taken (daily, weekly, monthly?) — how 
were the data measurement locations 
distributed around the globe to fairly 
represent the global temperature — how 
was the data then aggregated to define 
an average global temperature per year?

Similar questions should be asked and 
then answered regarding the CO2 levels 
in our atmosphere (at what altitude?) or 
the acidity of our oceans (at what depth 
— pH or titratable acidity?). With this 
foundational information, we could then 
run correlation assessments between 

of
projects
fail

because the project lead 
doesn’t understand what 
the customer wants!

Turn your numbers around.

Get relevant advice, local 
networking, and professional 
development resources at 
Project Management Institute. 

Become the go-to person 
when your organization needs 
critical results.

Branch meetings available in 
Eugene, Corvallis and Salem.
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these variables. If there is a strong 
correlation, we could then start to discuss 
causation.

Most people assume that the above 
process has been rigorously followed. If 
so, please enlighten all of us with the facts 
so that we can then constructively focus 
on solving whatever problems clearly 
emerge.

Terry Wakefield ’69
Kirkland, Washington

Too many trees
This is in response to the letter entitled 
“Plants part of the answer,” in the winter 
issue of the Oregon Stater, indicating trees 
and shrubs need to be planted to counter 
the e ects of increased carbon dio ide in 
the atmosphere.

Having spent most of my career with the 
orest Service as a certified silviculturist 

on the east side of the Cascades in both 
Oregon and Washington, as well as six 
years in southern Utah, I have concluded 
that a significant factor contributing to 
forest health issues in the interior west is 
related to too many trees — primarily as 
a result of almost a century of successful 
fire suppression.

Dramatic landscape-scale increases 
in juniper in eastern Oregon with the 
contributing factors of fire suppression 
and grazing practices have resulted in 
degraded and disappearing shrub and 
grass lands, where juniper has even 
replaced aspen in some areas of the 
Steens Mountain.

I am in favor of planting trees, having 
contributed to planting millions of them, 
as well as restoration of native shrubs and 
grasses by planting. However, always the 
right tree or species, in the right place, 
and for the right reason.

True, trees do absorb carbon during the 
“light phase” of photosynthesis, and 
temporarily store carbon but for how 
long? During the “dark phase,” carbon 
dioxide is released. In trying to determine 
if tree mortality rates, tree fall rates and 
log decay rates retain a su cient uantity 
of large organic debris to maintain soil 
productivity and organic debris habitats, 
I have been surprised at how fast logs 
decay, releasing carbon dioxide back into 
the atmosphere.

The half-life decay of a log is fairly rapid 
depending on the size and species of the 
log. Log decay formulas found in literature 
have a negative exponential function. In 
addition to carbon dioxide released in the 
decay process, methane is also released 
by micro and macro arthropods (example: 
termites) as organic material is recycled. 

One should look at trees as “temporary 
storage” as, in time, all or almost 
all of the carbon will be released. 
Literature indicates only a small portion 
of the carbon in trees may be truly 
se uestered  in the soil profile. If one 

wants to “lock up the carbon” of a tree 
for the longest period of time, one of the 
best places to store that carbon is in a 
structure as a wood product. 

When one reviews the University of 
Washington’s Climate Impact Group’s 
findings  future forests are predicted 
to have higher levels of fire  by the 
2040s) and support fewer trees, due to 
changing precipitation patterns.

 Mark Loewen ’70
East Wenatchee, Washington

Send us letters
We love letters. We might edit them 
for clarity, brevity (please keep them 
under 250 words) or factual accuracy. 
Also, when pressed for space, we’ll give 
preference to letters from less frequent 
contributors. Send them to stater@
osualum.com or Letters to the Editor, 
Oregon Stater, OSUAA, 204 CH2M HILL 
Alumni Center, Corvallis, OR 97331-6303.

Corrections
People, Forests, and Change: Lessons from 
the Pacific Northwest (Island Press) was 
edited by U.S. Forest Service scientists 
Deanna “Dede” Olson ’89 and Beatrice 
Van Horne ’78. A story in the Spring 
2017 Oregon Stater incorrectly listed their 
employer.

Report errors at stater@osualum.com or 
at Corrections, Oregon Stater, 204 CH2M 
HILL Alumni Center, Corvallis, OR 97331-
6303.
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