
No One Fights Alone
OSU Helps Dogs         Dogs Help People

Three days a week, when JJ goes to work at Samaritan Evergreen 
Hospice, she spends her shift handing out hugs and generating 
smiles. As a registered therapy dog, that is her job description and 
she is really good at it.

Tracy Calhoun is a hospice nurse and JJ’s mom. Over the years, she has trained 
five therapy dogs, but JJ is special. “There is no way I can replicate another JJ. 
She is the most intuitive dog I have ever had. When we walk into work, if 
someone is crying, instead of following me, she immediately peels off and 
put  her arms around them.”



JJ not only comforts patients and families, she gives sta� and volunteers a 
much needed respite from the demands of their jobs. “She has a big impact 
as a co-worker,” says Calhoun. 
“People can take a timeout and 
play with her, but there is also 
something about having a dog 
hanging out that takes the stress 
level down. Even if she is just 
being silly, rolling around on her 
back with a toy. It makes people 
smile.”

Last year, JJ was diagnosed 
with an aggressive form of 
lymphoma. Without treatment, 
she had a prognosis of 1-2 months. In January, Calhoun brought her to the 
OSU Veterinary Teaching Hospital. “I wanted all options for treatment, and the 
vet I was seeing encouraged me to look into OSU where they have the latest 
research.”

OSU has given JJ and her mom an extra eight months together so far. During 
those months, JJ has happily work  at the hospice. “It hasn’t slowed her 
down at all,” says Calhoun. “There were a couple of times when she got chemo 
in the morning, then went to work in the afternoon. People were amazed.” 

The oncology service at the Veterinary Teaching Hospital provides traditional 
as well as novel therapy options for pets with cancer. The service participates 
in national comparative oncology trials which are centrally managed by the 
National Cancer Institute. These trials provide important data about new 
techniques and treatments that may benefit both dogs and humans.

If you would like to donate to canine cancer research at the OSU College of 
Veterinary Medicine, email Development Director Kelley Marchbanks at kelley. 
marchbanks@osufoundation.org.

You can watch a video of the beautiful work JJ does at Samaritan Evergreen 
Hospice on her Facebook page: JJ Hospice Therapy Dog.
You can learn more about canine oncology treatment at OSU by visiting 
vetmed.oregonstate.edu/oncology.
You can learn more about clinical trials at OSU by visiting vetmed.oregon-
state.edu/clinical-trials.

http://vetmed.oregonstate.edu/oncology
http://vetmed.oregonstate.edu/clinical-trials
https://www.facebook.com/JJHospiceTherapyDog/



