
Legacies of 
generosity 
and impact
In this time of the OSU150 
celebration and a renewed 

focus on the impact the 
university has on the 
state, the nation and 

the world “out there,” 
let’s remember that 

generous and visionary 
donors have been Oregon 
State’s essential partners 

throughout its rich 
history. Proof of this is 
offered in the following 
vignettes, prepared by 

the OSU Foundation staff 
and accompanied by this 

simple message:

“You’ve made us what  
we are today, and what 
we will be tomorrow. 

Thank you!”

Fernhopper, forester, friend
A member of Oregon State’s first forestry class in 1910, T.J. Starker — pictured here in 
his classroom — became a professor of forestry and founder of Starker Forests, helping 
to establish OSU as one of the world’s elite forestry schools. That tradition continues 
to this day. OSU scientists and engineers are leading the way by developing new 
technologies, including game-changing cross laminated timber construction. Their new 
home? The donor-funded Oregon Forest Science Complex, set to open next year.

Well, THAT takes the cake
The fictional Betty Crocker was created in the 1920s 
as the pen name of male Gold Medal flour staff 
responding to questions about baking. It wasn’t until 
Mercedes Bates ’36 joined General Mills — quickly 
becoming the company’s first female corporate 
officer — that the brand became a household icon. 
Bates continued her commitment to helping families 
by making what was then the largest gift in OSU’s 
history. The Family Studies Center (Bates Hall) was 
the nation’s first center dedicated to studying fami-
lies throughout the lifespan.
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Nice shave, fella
Milton Harris. OSU insiders know 
the name from the Harris Society, 
honoring OSU’s most generous 
donors. But did you know the 1926 
chemistry grad was VP and director 
of research at Gillette? Yep, an Ore-
gon Stater — OSU’s first $1 million 
donor — is credited with developing 
home perms, shrink-proof wool and 

coated razor blades — for that amazing shave! Today, more than 
300 donors have hit the million-dollar milestone in their giving 
to OSU and are proud members of the Harris Society.

Scientific opportunities
In 1890, Oregon State became a national leader in gender equal-
ity by being one of three land grant institutions in the nation 
to offer scientific courses to women. OSU’s first woman Ph.D. 
was Chung Kwai Lui, who completed her doctorate in physics in 
1941 — pictured here in her Westinghouse laboratory in 1949. 
A scholarship made it possible for her to travel to OSU from 
China, and a scholarship established by her family continues to 
support students in science, mathematics, and engineering: one 
of many donor-created funds designed to increase the success of 
students in STEM fields.
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West meets East
Borders could never confine OSU’s pioneering spirit. 
Dr. Ava Milam, dean of home economics from 1917 to 
1950 — pictured here with Caroline Chen, the second 
Chinese home economics student at Oregon State Col-
lege — helped establish home economics programs in 
Pacific Rim countries including China, Japan and Korea. 
Many international students came to Oregon State be-
cause of the connections she forged. When she retired, 
friends established a fellowship fund in her honor. It 
continues to support international graduate students 
in the College of Public Health and Human Sciences. 
Today, international students comprise more than 11 
percent of OSU’s student body.

Bringing it home
For nearly 50 years cultural centers 
have provided a home away from 
home for OSU students of color 
— and places for all to learn about 
the rich heritage of fellow Beavers. 
Thanks to generous donors, the 
Native American, Hispanic, Asian/
Pacific Islander, and African Amer-
ican cultural centers moved into 
new buildings over the last five 
years. Here, faculty member Betty 
Griffin, Black Student Union presi-
dent Bobby Hill and OSU president 
Robert MacVicar open the first 
Black Cultural Center in 1975.
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Ticktock, 
it won’t stop
OSU-trained engineer M. 
Lowell Edwards ’24 — pic-
tured here (at left) with 
Dr. Charles Dotter — was 
an expert in pumps. He 
invented pumps for the 
timber industry. For paper 
mills. For military aircraft. 
Then he set his sights on 
the most critical pump of 
all — the human heart. He 
teamed up with surgeon 
Albert Starr and developed 
the first artificial heart 
valve. Today, proceeds from 
his many inventions are still 
“ticking away” through an 
endowment, created by his 
children, that benefits OSU 
engineering. 

His and hers
Lloyd Covert ’29 and Leone Elliott Covert ’31 weren’t the first couple to meet and fall in love at 
Oregon State, but they were the first to establish a legacy supporting students following in their 
footsteps. In 1955 the couple made a gift of $5,000 — about $45,000 in 2017 dollars — to establish 
one of the university’s first endowed scholarship funds. Students in the College of Engineering and 
the College of Public Health and Human Sciences continue to benefit from their generosity. Thanks 
to many supporters, last year over 4,000 students throughout the university received donor-funded 
scholarships totaling almost $11 million.
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