
This fall we join the university community for a yearlong 
celebration leading up to Oregon State’s 150th anniversary in 
October 2018. Much has changed since the Oregon Legislature 
“designed and adopted” the then Corvallis College “as the Agri-
cultural College of the State of Oregon” on Oct. 27, 1868.

As with any milestone anniversary, there will be oppor-
tunities to reflect on the university’s past and progress. It’s 
important to honor our history. Knowing where we came from 
gives us purpose and passion. But that’s not the full story. 
That’s why OSU150 will also include a look ahead to a future of 
innovation and excellence. I saw that future for myself at the 
recent State of the University address. Cassie, a bipedal robot, 
got up and walked across the stage, mimicking human motion. 
(See photo, page 28.) Remarkable as it was, it is just the tip of 
the proverbial iceberg.

Through the years, the university has made great strides as 
it adapts its programs and research to current needs. The same 
is true for the alumni association. We continually strive to find 
new ways to engage all alumni, connecting you to each other 
and this great university. I’m excited to announce the next step 
in our evolution. In January, our members approved a measure 
that will allow us to move forward with strategic alignment 
with the OSU Foundation.

Aligning with the foundation allows us to strengthen services 
for alumni and friends and deepen their connection in support 

of OSU. The arrangement preserves the association’s separate 
501(c)(3) status and board, which will continue to oversee 
our programming and budget operations. By merging alumni 
association and foundation HR and finance functions, we will 
be able to redeploy staff in outward-facing roles.

In light of the change, I want to assure you that we have not 
forgotten our mission. The OSUAA will still serve all alumni. We 
will still have events, travel, career services and membership. 
We will continue to make our home in the CH2M HILL Alumni 
Center. The Oregon Stater will still be sent to all graduates.

Through alignment, the OSUAA is better positioned to devel-
op innovative engagement opportunities to reach all Oregon 
Staters for generations to come. Who knows, maybe we’ll 
come up with something just as cool as Cassie the robot.

Sincerely,
 
 

Kathy Bickel 
 
P.S. — I look forward to sharing more about the progress and 
benefits of alignment in future columns. In the meantime, 
please visit osualum.com/alignmentfaq. q

Aligning for a brighter Beaver future

Kathy Bickel, executive director of the OSUAA and OSU vice president for alumni relations, greets guests at a Dinner for 12 Beavers event, which 
brings together students, faculty, staff and often alumni for informal conversations. (Photo by Hannah O’Leary)
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Meet Jordan Anderson: 

Where did you grow up?
I grew up in Beaverton and graduated from Sunset High School 
but I spent most of my high school years at the International 
School of Beaverton. It was a highly diverse place to grow up so 
I got to try a lot of different things from a lot of different places, 
like learning to use the abacus and doing taekwondo for practi-
cally my whole time there. Beaverton seems to be close enough 
to so many outdoor things, too, so I was quite lucky to be able to 
experience a lot of Oregon.

Why OSU?
OSU seemed like a naturally good choice. My grandparents and 
both parents spent the majority of their college lives at Oregon 
State. I’m a science major and it has quality programs and seems 
like a great feeder into the dental program at OHSU, my future 
plan. I considered other schools like Montana, where snow-
boarding would be close, but OSU just seemed to entice me. 

How close are you to graduating, and what do you plan to do 
after that?
I am a junior and am on a four-year path so I plan on graduating 
after spring term of 2018. Following that I plan on going to a 

He’s learning to 
seek a balanced life 
Editor’s note: This is part of an ongoing series of profiles of 
students involved in the Student Alumni Ambassadors, a group 
jointly sponsored by the OSU Alumni Association and the  
OSU Foundation.

dental school on the West Coast, and I am hoping to stay in my 
home town and go to OHSU. If I don’t get in my first year, I plan 
to stay at OSU for the majority of another year, doing dental-re-
lated internships as well as completing a second major. I would 
like to spend some time traveling as well if I can get the funds  
to explore.

What has been your favorite class at OSU, and what did you 
learn in it?
This is a relatively difficult question because I learn so much 
from all of my classes and they all seem to interconnect with 
one another, although I think I have been most influenced by my 
organic chemistry class. Not only by the content in itself, which 
is quite fascinating and beautiful to me, but by the connections 
I have been able to make between the small scale of chemistry 
and relationships between people. It is all comparable and truly 
deserving of the word beautiful. 

What’s the most important thing you’ve learned outside the 
classroom?
Relationships. According to Erickson’s 8 stages of life, the 20s 
are all about intimacy. Living with five different people (four 
currently) and meeting an incredible number of other people, I 
have learned just how important intimate relationships are to 
my happiness. Realizing that school and grades are important, 
I have put far too much of my effort into academics so I could 
get into dental school. However, more recently I have embraced 
the importance of human connections. So I have been spending 
more time with friends making memories than before. This bal-
ance is the most important thing I am learning, period, deciding 
what is important in the long run. 

What’s your favorite place to hang out on campus?
Dixon Recreation Center. If I am on campus, it is either for 
school or to go to the gym. The gym is my stress relief and the 
way I can direct my feelings, since I don’t have sports as an 
outlet anymore.

What’s your favorite place to hang out in Corvallis?
I really like seeing views. So going to the river or going to some 
of the hills up north is really nice. I am in search of new places to 
visit when I have spare time.

What kind of support do you get from scholarships?
I haven’t received many scholarships for school with my 3.6 
GPA. I did get a College of Science scholarship, which helped me 
this year a good deal. The way I pay for college is mostly through 
working in the summer and during freshman year. One thing I 
regret is not applying for more scholarships. 

Of all the things you could choose to get involved in on campus, 
why the Student Alumni Ambassadors?
SAA is great. I didn’t know that when I applied, it was more by 
chance, thanks to a friend inviting me. However, once I joined, it 
was quite fun. The group is great people, and the events are fun 
to help out at. I have been able to make connections to alum-
ni and stay connected with what is going on at the university. 
There are no downsides to being a part of it, but many upsides, 
so why not stay. q
For more information on joining the SAA, or if you’d like to refer a 
student you know, visit osualum.com/saainterest.

Photo by Hannah O’Leary
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REBECCA CAMDEN, Gig Harbor, Wash-
ington, is this year’s recipient of the Joan 

Austin Honorary 
Alumni Award, the 
alumni association’s 
highest honor for 
those who are not 
Oregon State alumni. 
The honor is named 

for the late Newberg philanthropist, who 
was the first to receive it in 2005.

An enthusiastic and generous support-
er of the College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Camden is retired chief accounting officer 
of CHC Helicopter, a Vancouver, British 
Columbia-based commercial operator 
of medium and heavy helicopters. She 
graduated from Stanford in 1979. Her late 
husband, Steve, was a 1977 OSU gradu-
ate. She is a board member and treasurer 
of New Beginnings, a nonprofit serving 
those affected by domestic violence. 
She’s also on the Girl Scouts of Western 
Washington Council Alumnae Advisory 
Committee.

She is an OSU Foundation trustee and 
has served on the College of Veterinary 
Medicine Dean’s Advisory Council since 
2009.

LARRY GIUSTINA ’71, Eugene, is this year’s 
recipient of the OSU Foundation’s highest 

honor, the Lifetime 
Trustee Award.
He has carried on 
both the timber 
company established 
by his late father, 
Natale “Nat” Giustina, 

and the family tradition of supporting OSU 
through philanthropy and leadership.

His service to the university spans 
more than 30 years, beginning with 
the OSU Alumni Association, where he 
served as president. He also served on the 
OSU Foundation Board of Trustees and 
continues to provide valuable counsel on 
foundation initiatives. He serves as board 
chair for Trysting Tree Golf Club. (See 
story, page 44.) 

MARIAN & STEPHEN BAILEY ’70, Hillsboro, 
are this year’s recipients of the Martin 

Chaves Lifetime 
Achievement Award, 
presented by OSU 
Athletics.

Athletics is a cen-
tral part of life for the 
Baileys, from OSU to 
lifestyle activities and 
the sports of their 
daughters and their 
daughters’ families. 
Their favorite OSU 
memories stretch 
back from Terry 

Baker to last year’s women’s basketball 
Final Four. They generously contributed 
to the Valley Football Center renovation 
and OSU Basketball Center, and are strong 
supporters of OSU and the College of Busi-
ness. He is retired senior vice president of 
finance and chief financial officer at FLIR 
Systems, Inc., an OSU Foundation Trustee 
and a founding member of the Oregon 
Wine Research Institute. The Baileys were 
founding partners in Grand Cru Estates 
and Bailey Estate Vineyards.

PAT EGAN ’92, Las Vegas, Nevada, is 
this year’s recipient of the Jean & C.H. 

“Scram” Graham 
Leadership Award. 
Named for a former 
alumni director and 
his wife, the award 
honors individuals 
who give exemplary 

service to the alumni association.
A past president of the OSU Alumni 

Association and a past member of the 
OSU Foundation Board of Trustees, he is 
senior vice president for renewable  
energy and smart infrastructure for  
NV Energy.

CHARLENE MCGEE ’04, Portland, is this 
year’s recipient of the OSUAA Young 

Alumni Award.
She is deputy ref-

ugee health coordi-
nator for Multnomah 
County. She has been 
a commissioner for 
the City of Portland 

Human Rights Commission and is a past 
president of the Portland NAACP branch, 
having been the youngest person ever, at 
24, to hold that position. q

JO ANNE TROW of Corvallis is this year’s 
recipient of alumni association’s Dan 

Poling Service Award, 
given in honor of an 
influential dean of 
men who served the 
university for more 
than five decades.

In three decades at 
OSU, Vice Provost Emeritus Trow served in 
leadership positions including vice presi-
dent of student affairs, associate dean of 
students and dean of women.

Oregon State’s first female vice presi-
dent, she led efforts to address inequali-
ties faced by women, helping to establish 
the OSU Women’s Center and the Faculty 
Women’s Network. Since her retirement 
in 1995 she has been active in many com-
munity and university organizations. She 
and her husband, Cliff Trow, have sup-
ported the Presidential Scholars program 
since its inception.

At two galas — one held in March in Dana Point, California, and the other scheduled for April 21 at the CH2M HILL Alumni 
Center on campus — OSU Athletics, the OSU Foundation and the OSU Alumni Association are bestowing their highest 
honors upon eight distinguished recipients. The honorees include:

Eight alumni and friends selected for high honors

DICK FOSBURY ’72 is this year’s recipient 
of OSUAA’s highest honor, the E.B. Lemon 

Distinguished Alumni 
Award, named for a 
legendary alumnus, 
teacher, dean and 
volunteer leader.

Fosbury, of 
Ketchum, Idaho, 

is most famous for his invention of the 
“Fosbury Flop” technique of high jump-
ing, which helped him win a gold medal 
in the 1968 Summer Olympics. His tech-
nique was so revolutionary that when he 
used it to jump for the Beaver track team 
as a freshman, doctors were summoned 
to make sure it wasn’t too dangerous to 
be used.

He works as a civil engineer and serves 
as president of the U.S. Olympians and 
Paralympians Association. 
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 » Homecoming | Oct. 14 
 » Watch parties
 » Away tailgaters
 » Home tailgaters | CH2M HILL Alumni Center

Plan your schedule now at osualum.com/football.

BEAVER 
NATION.

Football is better with

Participants in the 2016 Golden Jubilee Reunion enjoy a tour of OSU athletic facilities led by former Beaver quarterback Scott Spiegelberg ’75, direc-
tor of Varsity OSU and alumni engagement for OSU Athletics. This year’s reunion is set for June 8 and 9, welcoming the jubilee class of 1967 and the 
classes of 1962, 1957, 1952, 1947 and 1942. For more information visit osualum.com/reunions. (Photo by Hannah O’Leary)
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STATE OF THE UNIVERSITY
BEND | Riverhouse on the Deschutes
Join Oregon State University President Edward J. Ray  
for a compelling institutional update with a focus  
on OSU-Cascades. 
osualum.com/soubend 

 20
OSU COMMUNITY DAY OF SERVICE
NATIONWIDE
Give back to your community by participating in a service 
project. We are currently seeking lead volunteers and 
service sites.
osualum.com/service

JUNE 8-9
GOLDEN JUBILEE REUNION
CORVALLIS | CH2M HILL Alumni Center
The classes of 1967, 1962, 1957, 1952, 1947 and 1942 are 
coming back for camaraderie, campus tours and Classes 
Without Quizzes.
osualum.com/reunions

AUG 12
GOLF WITH BEAVER NATION
BOISE | TimberStone Golf Course
Hit the links with Oregon State alumni and friends.
osualum.com/boisegolf

For more events, visit  
osualum.com/events.


