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It’s a sweet thing to have support 
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I’ve never met Zack Schreiner ’13 in person, but he’s a hard guy 
not to like. He emailed me a few months ago to brag a little 
about a fellow Beaver. 

“I don’t know how you choose who you write about,” he 
wrote, “but there is someone that I know who has quite the 
success story after leaving Oregon State ...”

That “someone,” it turns out, is his wife, Aubree Olmstead. 
That’s her on the cover of this issue.

“Over the course of eight months, she went from being an 
unpaid intern who had not yet received her diploma to the 
executive director of a facility with over 100 employees, and 
is responsible for the care of 50-plus residents,” Zack wrote. 
“At this time she was only 22 years old. She attributes a lot of 
her success to the skills and education that she gained while at 
Oregon State.”

 You can read Kathryn Stroppel’s story about Aubree on page 
22. She graduated in 2015 from the College of Public Health and 
Human Sciences, where she was urged to take an internship 
that led to a highly successful start to her career.

I called Zack a couple weeks ago to tell him his wife was 
going to be on the cover.

“Wow,” he said. “She’s going to be very surprised.”
His email had arrived just as we were discussing who to 

put on the cover of this issue, with its focus on OSU’s Student 
Success Initiative.

Aubree Olmstead is a good example of how student success 
becomes alumni success.

She came to Oregon State, worked hard, got a great edu-
cation and sound advice, gathered the resources and will to 
get through the inevitable challenges of her college years and 

emerged into a job she loves, in a field of her choosing.
Like so many tens of thousands of the rest of us Beavers out 

in the world, she’ll probably never win a Nobel Prize or have a 
building on campus named after her, but she’ll be out there, 
making her mark, serving her community as she leads a useful, 
fulfilling life. That sounds pretty successful to me.

The university’s Student Success Initiative is mainly about 
making sure more of the students who enter Oregon State and 
are willing to work hard like Aubree did, get the best possible 
chance to realize their potential.

For a lot of reasons, too many don’t. Four out of every ten 
first year students don’t get to make that exultant walk out of 
Reser Stadium on Commencement Day, diploma in hand. Many 
end up stuck with no diploma, little earning power and mount-
ing student loan debts.

The smart people leading OSU’s Student Success Initiative 
have strong evidence that with key encouragement, guidance 
and financial help in various combinations, far more of those 
students can end up like Aubree, with a degree in hand and a 
bright future on the horizon.

As for her and Zack, it turns out that they’ve been friends 
since middle school and they were married Jan. 3. She’s not a 
big self-promoter, he said, but he’s happy to do that for her.

“I’ve always teased her that I was going to call someone at 
OSU about doing a story on her,” he said. “I just think she’s a 
great example of a successful college graduate.” 

I think he’s right. I also think that when this issue of the 
Stater shows up in their mailbox and she sees the cover, he 
might have some explaining to do. q
— Kevin Miller ’78, editor
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When it comes to your career, it’s 
never too late to change course. Kristy 
Trevino has a Ph.D. in Chemistry and 
was working an industry job she 
didn’t enjoy when she decided to start 
fresh. She enrolled online with Oregon 
State University Ecampus, earned a 
master’s in natural resources – and 
now her career in water conservation is 
booming as an educator, journal editor 
and advocate.

Read her story here: 
ecampus.oregonstate.edu/kristy

ecampus.oregonstate.edu   |   800-667-1465

ON L I N E

Top-ranked 

DEGREES

Kristy Trevino
Master of Natural Resources
Class of 2016

1,000+
classes online

50+
degree programs  

online

3,000+
OSU degrees earned 

online since 2002

ecampus stater 170207.indd   1 2/7/17   3:03 PM



Bad day on the peak
I read with great interest your story about 
Marys Peak in the winter 2017 Oregon 
Stater. 

My only trip to Marys Peak took place 
during the fall of my senior year at OSU.

A friend (David Hauptman ’63, now de-
ceased) and I decided to go deer hunting. 
He had the only gun and a pickup and we 
left campus sometime around noon for 
an afternoon adventure. He chose the 
location — to hunt on Marys Peak. When 
we started up the road to the peak it 
still seemed like a nice day, though a bit 
windy.

At one point we stopped as a deer 
crossed the road in front of us and David 
grabbed his rifle and chased after the 
deer. Minutes later he returned and we 
continued up the road toward the top of 
the mountain. It got increasingly windy 
and we saw tall trees swaying violently 
so we decided to turn around. I guess we 
must have driven at least two-thirds of 
the way to the top before turning around 
and slowly coming down the mountain, 
as the wind was now extremely strong.

It was getting dark as we emerged 
from the road to Marys Peak. We thought 
something was unusual and noticed 
there were very few lights in the valley. 
We soon encountered trees across the 
road leading down to Philomath and 
eventually to Corvallis.

After quite some delay the road was 
cleared as crews were out with chain-
saws and we decided a major power 
outage must have occurred while we 
were out hunting.

Yes — my only trip to Marys Peak took 
place on Friday, October 12, 1962, the day 
of the Columbus Day Storm.

Herschel L. Mack ’63
Gold Hill 

Chuckling over article
I’m chuckling over the article on Marys 
Peak. I hope the OSU history folks know 
that the first stories of that peak are as 
old as Biblical tales.

In the 1800s, an Indian tale was col-
lected that tells of a band fleeing up the 
peak, escaping from a huge flood. A quick 
check with the geology folks will tell you 
at least how old that tale has to be from 
the Missoula era.

It is almost twice as old a tale as a 
Klamath legend of Mt. St. Helens battling 
Mt. Mazama — and St. Helens was the 
winner.

Both geological events were not tied 
to the stories and their geological truths 
until the 1960s. They make the tales from 
“here” outdate most of the physical evi-
dence of early settlement by people.

Mike Reid ’68 ’73 
Sheridan 

Memories of gasohol
In the most recent Oregon Stater, Vance 
Fraser ’81 made a case for ethanol as 
a motor fuel. In the early 1980s, fresh 
out of OSU, I went to work for Bonne-
ville Power Administration. With a BS in 
chemistry they decided I was a good fit 
to develop their “gasohol” program. My 
first task was to determine what alcohol 
would be used. Of course, Archer Daniels 
Midland, the big corn and ethanol devel-
oper, was heavily lobbying Congress for 
a kickback to corn farmers, and ethanol 
was all the rage. 

As I dug into the issue I discovered 
that ethanol (other than that derived 
from petroleum) could only be produced 
by fermentation (a batch process) and 
then the product had to be distilled. 
Both the farming of the corn and the 
distilling of the fermentation product 
used fossil fuels. In fact, more fossil fuels 
were consumed making ethanol than we 
would get back as a motor fuel. Brazil had 
started its alcohol fuel program using as 
a feedstock sugar cane waste, which was 
a higher quality feedstock for ethanol 
production than corn.

Methanol, on the other hand, could be 
made from any carbon source — from 
wood chips to coal — and rather than 
being a batch process requiring fermen-
tation and distillation, it could be made 
catalytically in a continuous process with 
no fermentation. For BPA I suggested we 
adopt methanol, which we did.

Of course Congress in its infinite wis-
dom gave the farmers the big handout. 
Years later I visited Brazil on an unrelated 
project and discovered that their alcohol 
fuels program was foundering.

They were no longer producing their 
own ethanol and instead they were 
buying ethanol from us for their program. 
Because of the Congressional handout, 
ADM had built new refineries to up their 
capacity. Now we were producing more 
ethanol than we needed. But the die was 
cast. 

In a world where food security is an 
increasing problem, turning our farmlands 
in the Midwest into corn factories for the 
production of ethanol has a real taint to it.

Sometimes it pays to do an energy ac-
counting on a process before just jump-
ing in and going with what industry will 
best line the pockets of our politicians. 
Now, as a result we have huge swaths of 
our land in monoculture and the varieties 
of species that were previously nurturing 
bees are all gone, Roundup-ed into an 
early demise. It is small wonder that gly-
phosate (Roundup) is found in the bodies 
of collapsed bee colonies.

Thanks for the opportunity to share on 
this subject.

David Plath ’77 ’79 
Lincoln City 

Lack of wisdom?
One can certainly see the generational 
differences as well as philosophical differ-
ences in all the letters regarding wolves. 
Those directly affected are disparaged by 
do-gooders as being anti-environment 
and on the dole, being subsidized by the 
federal government.

Where did this younger generation 
come up with the belief that government 
should not have programs that benefit 
people by charging less than market 
price; especially those that actually take 
in some receipts rather than all payout?

By applying their beliefs consistently, 
we would close down the Park Ser-
vice and the national parks, since the 
government is obviously subsidizing the 
recreationists who visit them and not 
charging market value.

Those recreation visitors cause some 
resource degradation, too, as well as 
impacts to lakes, streams and wildlife. 
It seems to me that the anti’s want 
everything their way in spite of the 
compromises that have been worked out 
in various states regarding depredation 
payments and wolf management, and 
the fact that we have more wolves now 
in the U.S. than we have had in the past 
70-plus years.

Part of the problem is that our 
educational institutions teach conflict 
and knowledge that is one-sided. Too 
bad they don’t teach compromise and 
wisdom. Nothing wrong with acquiring 
knowledge but without wisdom knowl-
edge will often lead to the wrong con-
clusion and strife (not to mention a lot of 
wasted energy).

Proverbs 4:7 tells us “...acquire wis-
dom; and with all your acquiring, get 
understanding.”

This applies not only to the wolf vs. 
cattle grazing debate in those letters but 

6   < <   O R E G O N  S T A T E R

>>
  L

ET
TE

RS



also to global warming and the conclusion 
that man can stop it. Unless universities 
can find the knowledge to control solar 
flares and the ocean currents, they will 
continue to waste resources pursuing 
knowledge rather than seeking wisdom.

Larry Cron ’62
Missoula, Montana 

Wants divestment
Thanks to Vance Fraser ’81 for his recent 
letter encouraging OSU to divest from 
fossil fuels.

I’ve been working with 350 Salem, my 
local branch of the national 350.org, in 
an effort to block the continuing efforts 
by the fossil fuel industry to punch their 
products through Oregon to reach the 
Asian markets.

We are trying to protect ourselves and 
our children from the impact of climate 
change, and stop the raw destruction that 
coal and oil laden trains, as well as gas 
pipelines, wreak on our Oregon landscape. 

Through a lot of hard work by a broad 
coalition of grassroot organizations, we’ve 
been able to end or delay most of these 
projects.

However, our fight to save our state 
and our planet would be much easier if 
we could dry up the funding that the fossil 
fuel threat needs to stay alive. For OSU to 
divest from fossil fuels would be a big win 
in our battle for Oregon families.

We know we have to wean ourselves off 
fossil fuels if we are to survive, so building 
more dirty fuel infrastructure makes no 
sense. Let’s do the right thing and ask the 
university to only direct their funds to a 
clean and healthy future for Oregon.

Ray Quisenberry ’94
Salem 

Left out Prothro
I have enjoyed the entire issue of the 
Stater, and especially the coverage of the 
1957 Rose Bowl. I am surprised though, 
that no mention was made of the coinci-

dence that the left-handed quarterback 
of the Duke team for the 1942 game was 
TOMMY PROTHRO — coach of the 1957 
Beavers.

Our fraternity, Sigma Phi Epsilon, had a 
commemorative skin above the fireplace 
— a bet payoff from the Duke chapter.

Jerry D. Lambo ’57
Medford 

Send us letters
We love letters. We might edit them for 
clarity, brevity or factual accuracy. Send 
them to stater@oregonstate.edu or Let-
ters to the Editor, Oregon Stater, OSUAA, 
204 CH2M HILL Alumni Center, Corvallis, 
OR 97331-6303.

Corrections
Report errors at stater@oregonstate.edu  
or at Corrections, Oregon Stater, 204 
CH2M HILL Alumni Center, Corvallis, OR 
97331-6303.

Opinion: Make OSU’s case to policymakers 
by joining forces with The Beaver Caucus

By Ilene Kleinsorge
Like many alumni, you’ve been there for 
Oregon State University — cheering on 
our teams, proudly promoting our world-
class research, remembering what it’s 
given you professionally and personally. 
Now, OSU needs your voice again. 
Shaping the future of our great university 
is a responsibility we all share. 

After 28 years at OSU, I know how it 
feels to leave and still care passionately about its success. Last 
fall, I had the honor of joining the board of The Beaver Caucus, a 
passionate group of OSU students, alumni and friends who are 
committed to supporting our world-class university. We do this 
by providing a platform to communicate directly to policymakers 
who are making critical decisions impacting the future of OSU 
and higher education in Oregon.

The last two decades have been challenging for Oregon higher 
education. In the wake of the 2007 recession, the Oregon State 
Legislature began divesting from higher education. This resulted 
in staff cuts and tuition hikes. But the 2015 legislative session 
went a long way toward reversing this trend and restoring higher 
education funding to pre-recession levels. During the 2017 
legislative session, The Beaver Caucus is working tirelessly to 
ensure that this trend continues. 

In March, we hosted Beaver Caucus Day at the Capitol. 
Students and alumni met with state legislators and urged them 
to continue their investment in OSU’s future. Beaver Caucus 
members asked lawmakers for an overall increase in university 
operating funds to keep tuition costs down for today’s students, 
capital investment to expand our OSU-Cascades campus in 
Central Oregon and construct the Oregon Quality Food and 
Beverage building on our main campus, and funding to maintain 
OSU’s statewide extension services. 

But we’re not done yet! The legislature will be in session for 
several more months and it’s time for you to get active! We need 
a coordinated alumni network to advocate for continued funding 
in Oregon higher education.

To help, visit thebeavercaucus.org and sign up to join our 
efforts. Make sure your voice is heard on issues that matter to 
your university, whether by sending a simple email, testifying 
before a committee, meeting with a legislator or some other 
way of presenting the message. You decide what you’re com-
fortable doing. 

Oregon is better off if we invest in our students. The Beaver 
Caucus is committed to building on the progress made in public 
support for higher education in the 2015 session. But we can’t do 
this without your help! OSU’s future is up to you. q
Ilene Kleinsorge is professor and dean emeritus in the OSU College 
of Business, and professor of business at Linn-Benton Communi-
ty College.
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L INUS PAUL ING INST ITUTE

Answer:
Oregon State alumnus Linus Pauling 
’22, two-time winner of the Nobel 
Prize, was very interested in the value 
of vitamin C in treating cancer. Along 
with Ewan Cameron, he conducted 
experiments in the ’70s demonstrating 
that large doses of intravenous (IV) vi-
tamin C were helpful in increasing the 
survival time and improving the quality 
of life of terminal cancer patients. 
When follow-up studies using vita-
min C given only orally did not show 
any benefit, many cancer researchers 
doubted the claims in Pauling’s and 
Cameron’s studies.

About 10 years ago, studies at the 
National Institutes of Health revitalized 
cancer research with vitamin C. They 
confirmed that high concentrations of 
vitamin C do indeed kill cancer cells, 
and a number of studies since have 
characterized its molecular anticancer 
mechanisms. Those results spurred 
new clinical research, but there is still 
much to learn. Here we break down 
the pros and cons of pursuing vitamin 
C as an adjunctive cancer therapy.

PRO:
 » It’s likely safe: Results from 

controlled clinical trials indicate 
that IV vitamin C is generally safe 
and well tolerated in most cancer 
patients. 

 » Vitamin C kills cancer cells: 
Researchers have found that high 

concentrations of vitamin C attained 
with IV use can produce hydrogen 
peroxide. This interferes with functions 
in many cancer cells, leading to 
their death. Already successful in 
animal models, vitamin C is currently 
being tested in cancer clinical trials 
in combination with conventional 
therapies like chemotherapy. 

 » It may reduce harmful side effects of 
other cancer therapies: Studies have 
found it can alleviate fatigue, decrease 
the side effects of some chemotherapy 
drugs and improve quality of life 
measures in many cancer patients. 

CON:
 » IV vitamin C is not a miracle anticancer 

agent: “Research has shown that there 
are cancers not affected by the use 
of IV vitamin C,” says Alex Michels, 
Ph.D., Linus Pauling Institute research 
associate. “People who believe 
they can avoid conventional cancer 
therapies by using vitamin C infusions 
might be disappointed by the lack of 
success.” 

 » It’s not for everyone: It’s critically 
important that patients be prescreened 
to determine if they are suitable for IV 
vitamin C, which may cause serious 
problems in people with impaired 
kidney function, certain genetic 
characteristics or other issues. IV 
vitamin C could also interfere with the 
anticancer efficacy of some drugs, 

while enhancing the effectiveness of 
other drugs. Supervision by trained 
medical professionals is necessary.

 » You can’t just take a pill: The 
therapeutic effect of vitamin C in 
cancer patients cannot be achieved by 
taking supplements. IV vitamin C allows 
concentrations in the blood to reach up 
to 1,000 times greater than taking any 
supplement, regardless of formulation. 

BOTTOM LINE:
Vitamin C infusions are a promising ap-
proach to fighting cancer, but much more 
work still needs to be done to determine 
how and when they should be used. Clin-
ical trials to answer these questions are 
under way at centers around the world.

A new edition of Cancer and Vitamin 
C by Cameron and Pauling that summa-
rizes the recent clinical research will be 
published soon.

For more on vitamin C and health, 
check out the Micronutrient Information 
Center: lpi.oregonstate.edu/mic/vita-
mins/vitamin-C.

Learn more about Linus Pauling at 
scarc.library.oregonstate.edu/ 
digitalresources/pauling/.

The Linus Pauling Institute is a world 
leader in molecular nutrition research and 
public outreach.

Q: For cancer patients, are high-dose 
IV infusions of vitamin C helpful, 
harmful or neither?

Submit questions to lpi@oregonstate.edu | Support the Linus Pauling Institute at 
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Picture yourself living at Mennonite Village...
A 275-acre community in a rural setting, Mennonite Village 
provides living spaces for all levels of retirement just a short drive 
from Corvallis, Salem, or Eugene. With an award-winning health 
care and beautifully landscaped grounds, Mennonite Village is 
an inclusive community of amazing people.

541.928.7232
www.mennonitevillage.org
5353 Columbus St SE, Albany, OR 97322

•  Independent Living Homes in the Village 
•  Independent Living Apartments at Ashwood Courts I & II
•  Assisted Living Apartments at Quail Run
•  Adult Foster Memory Care Home at Mary's Place
•  Memory Care at Lydia's House
•  Long Term Nursing Care at Mennonite Home
•  Rehabilitation Services at Mennonite Home
•  In-Home Care Services for Residents of Mennonite Village
•  In-Home Care Services in Linn, Benton, & Marion Counties

Village
Mennonite
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By Kevin Miller
“Bigger impact.”

That was the cheerful, enthusiastic an-
swer Edward Feser provided when asked 
what he wants for his new university.

Feser is Oregon State’s new provost and 
executive vice president — which makes 
him chief academic officer and president 
Ed Ray’s right-hand man. He said he’s 
impressed by the ambition and excellence 
he sees at Oregon State, and he plans to 
help make sure there’s more of both in 
coming years.

Noting that he has worked at large 
research universities that have reached 
top-tier national status, Feser said he was 
especially attracted by Oregon State’s 
“aspirational” stance.

“When you’re at that top tier, some-
times there is a certain amount of 
preserving — protecting what you’ve built 
— versus building. I wanted a different 
challenge.”

He had been interim vice chancellor for 
academic affairs and provost at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
He succeeds Ron Adams, who had served 
as OSU’s interim provost and executive 
vice president.

“Ed Feser will be a great addition to 
Oregon State University,” President Ed 
Ray said in announcing the appointment. 
“His academic and leadership success at 
the University of Illinois, the University 
of North Carolina and the University of 
Manchester in England will serve him very 
well.”

As provost and executive vice pres-
ident, Feser will lead the continued 
implementation of the university’s stra-
tegic plan and Student Success Initiative; 
support growth of OSU’s grant/con-
tract-funded research and impact; foster 
faculty and graduate student success; 
and support OSU’s diversity, enrollment 
management and outreach and engage-
ment strategies.

“Oregon State is on a good trajectory to 
become — as the president has artic-
ulated — one of the premier land grant 
institutions,” Feser said. “It’s not there yet 
but it’s on a path in that direction. If I’m 
successful, I’ll do all I can — and I’m not 
the only player, of course; it’s a collab-

New provost sees rising trajectory

orative process — to leverage as many 
people and resources as possible to take 
another step on that trajectory.”

Feser became Illinois’ interim provost 
in September of 2015. Beginning in 2012, 
he served as dean of UI’s College of Fine 
and Applied Arts. As dean, he oversaw 
academic and engagement programs 
in architecture, landscape architecture, 
urban planning, design and the visual and 
performing arts. 

He said he realizes that the title of pro-
vost can be mysterious to many outside 
academia.

“The role of the provost is to make sure 
that the academic goals of the institution 
are advanced, to work with the deans to 
develop educational programming — and 
certainly to work with the vice presi-
dent for research — but really to put the 
academic mission front and center in 
everything we do.

“The deans are your core academic 
leaders day to day. They work with the 

department heads and the faculty. So 
certainly, any major initiative that you 
undertake, you want to have the deans 
deeply invested in it, and it’s the provost’s 
job to do that.”

Feser’s wife of 26 years, Kathy, is a civil 
engineer-turned-primary school science 
teacher. Their son, Jack, 22, is pursuing 
a doctorate in computer science at MIT. 
Their daughter, Mary, 19, is a freshman at 
Colorado College, studying economics and 
languages.

Asked if he had a specific message for 
OSU’s alumni base after only a few days 
on the job, Feser didn’t hesitate:

“I think what they have to realize is 
that being a premier university is very 
much attainable, providing everyone gets 
behind it.”q
To learn more about the new provost’s 
background and plans, see 
bit.ly/provostfeser.

Edward Feser, OSU’s new executive vice president and provost, says the university is not far 
from reaching the elite level of the nation’s land grant research universities. (Photo by Hannah 
O’Leary)
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Noted publications by Beavers and friends
Books featured in “In Print” were written by alumni, faculty and friends 
of OSU. More publications appear in the “Published” subsection of the “Of 
note” section on page 57.

Piano Tide (Counterpoint Press) by Kathleen Dean Moore, distinguished professor of 
philosophy and writer laureate emeritus at OSU. Her debut novel makes us ques-
tion the balance between limited earth resources and human impact, brought to us 
through the wild Alaskan lifestyle and affable characters.

Ricky’s Atlas: Mapping a Land on Fire (OSU Press) by Judith L. Li, retired associate 
professor in the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife. The book is a sequel to 2013’s 
Ellie’s Log: Exploring the Forest Where the Great Tree Fell, and continues the explo-
ration of nature in Oregon. In a story set east of the Cascade Mountains, Ricky and 
Ellie explore the relationship between people, plants and animals while dealing with 
a lightning-caused wildfire. The book was published in 2016 and recently won an 
award from the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

Leaded (OSU Press) by Michael C. Mix, retired professor of biology. The book tells us 
the story of the Bunker Hill lead smelter emissions and the conflict between indus-
try’s wants, employee health and environmental impact.

Spaceborne (PSG) by Don Pettit ’78. Astronaut and photographer Pettit shares stun-
ning imagery from his 370 days aboard the International Space Station.

Starting June 2
nonstop

EUG 
to 

PHX
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2017 NORTHWEST
BEER & CIDER SESSIONS

For brewing professionals, entrepreneurs  
and enthusiasts, amazing 2-5 day workshops  
in the heart of Oregon’s craft beer industry. 

Craft Brewery Startup Workshop • Origins of Beer Flavors and Styles
Beer Quality and Analysis Series • Craft Cidery Startup Workshop
Cider and Perry Foundations (Cider Making)
pace.oregonstate.edu | 541-737-5741

SAVE 15%
with code 

Stater17

Craft Brewery Startup Workshop Origins of Beer Flavors and Styles

Science academy gives Lubchenco top honor; 
she urges colleagues to connect with public 

The National Academy of Sci-
ences will honor OSU marine 
ecologist Jane Lubchenco with 
its most prestigious award, the 
Public Welfare Medal, April 30 in 
Washington, D.C.

Meanwhile, Lubchenco has 
published a paper telling her 
scientific colleagues that the 
current political climate means 
it’s time for “getting off our lofty 
perches and being more inte-
grated into society.”

The academy has annually 
presented the Public Welfare 
Medal, which recognizes distin-
guished contributions in the ap-
plication of science to the public 
good, since 1914. The medal 
honors individuals “who have 

worked tirelessly to promote science for the benefit of human-
ity.” Past winners include Neil deGrasse Tyson, Bill and Melinda 
Gates, Carl Sagan, Alan Alda, C. Everett Koop, David Packard, 
Jimmy Doolittle, Herbert Hoover and Gifford Pinchot.

“It’s an incredible honor, especially since it comes at a time in 
history when it’s more important than ever for scientists to en-
gage with the public in meaningful ways and demonstrate how 
our work improves people’s lives,” Lubchenco said.

She is a university distinguished professor and adviser in ma-
rine studies in the OSU College of Science and former adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
— the first woman to serve in that role. She led NOAA’s response 
to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 2010, and to other disasters, 
including the earthquake and tsunami in Japan in 2011.

In her recent paper, titled “Environmental Science in a Post-
Truth World” and published in Frontiers in Ecology, she urged 
scientists to reach out and connect with the public to counteract 
a political climate in which it is more common to deny accepted 
science.

“A post-truth world, a U.S. cabinet full of climate deniers, 
suppression of science and scientists all threaten — seriously 
threaten — our democracy. Resistance is appropriate, but now, 
more than ever, scientists also need to engage meaningfully 
with society to address intertwined environmental and societal 
problems.” 

Read more about Lubchenco’s award at bit.ly/2kcsh8x, and 
about her paper urging scientists to reach out at bit.ly/2krdFCy.
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Congratulations Dr. Kris Otteman!

Dr. Kris Otteman,OHS Vice President 
of Shelter Medicine and Operations,
was named Alumni Fellow of the  
College of Veterinary Medicine by the
OSU Alumni Association. 

The staff and pets of the Oregon 
Humane Society are giving you a Humane Society are giving you a 
standing ovation!

OSU center selected by federal government 
to build cutting-edge wave energy test site
OSU’s Northwest National Marine Renewable Energy Center has 
been awarded up to $40 million from the U.S. Department of 
Energy to create the world’s premier wave energy test facility in 
Newport.

The facility, known as the Pacific Marine Energy Center South 
Energy Test Site, or PMEC-SETS, is planned to be operational 
by 2020. It will be able to test wave energy “converters” 
that harness the energy of ocean waves and turn it into 
electricity. Companies around the world are already anticipating 
construction of the facility to test and perfect their technologies, 
OSU officials say.

“We anticipate this will be the world’s most advanced wave 
energy test facility,” said Belinda Batten, the director of NNMREC 
and a professor in the OSU College of Engineering.

“This is a tribute to the support we received from the state of 
Oregon, and the efforts of many other people who have worked 
for the past four years — in some cases since the mid-2000s — 
to see this facility become a reality. It will play an integral role in 
moving forward on the testing and refinement of wave energy 
technologies.”

Those technologies, Batten said, are complex and expensive.
“These devices have to perform in hostile ocean conditions; 

stand up to a 100-year storm; be energy efficient, durable, 
environmentally benign — and perhaps most important, cost-
competitive with other energy sources. This facility will help 

answer all of those questions and is literally the last step before 
commercialization.”

The DOE award is subject to appropriations, federal officials 
said, and will be used to design, permit and construct an open-
water, grid-connected national wave energy testing facility. It 
will include four grid-connected test berths.

“This is another enormous step for alternative energy, 
especially for an energy resource that Oregon is so well suited to 
pursue,” said OSU president Ed Ray.

In making the award, the agency noted that more than 50 
percent of the U.S. population lives within 50 miles of coastlines, 
offering America the potential to develop a domestic wave 
energy industry that could help provide reliable power to coastal 
regions.

Investments in marine and hydrokinetic energy technology 
will encourage domestic manufacturing, create jobs and 
advance this technology to help achieve the nation’s energy 
goals, DOE officials said in their announcement of this award. 
Studies have estimated that even if only a small portion of the 
energy available from waves is recovered, millions of homes 
could be powered. q
Read more at bit.ly/2icvMez. See a poster-sized infographic 
showing key elements of the planned facility at  
bit.ly/wavecenter.
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To many, aikido calls to mind the Japanese martial art that em-
phasizes strong, confident self-defense with no attack on one’s 
attacker. To Sofia Baum and other members of OSU’s Multiracial 
Beavers Network, it’s the inspiration for a less physical form of 
self-protection.

For two years, Baum, a sophomore business major, has partic-
ipated in the Multiracial Aikido Retreat, an event in Lincoln City 
where OSU students who identify as mixed-race gather to share 
stories and build community. In large and small groups, they 
discuss the complexities of their identities and teach one another 
how to defend against microaggressions — subtle or uninten-
tional acts of discrimination.   

This willingness to confront the sensitive subjects of race and 
identity head-on was a breath of fresh air to Baum when she 
first participated in weekly Multiracial Beavers drop-in sessions 
on campus last year. They certainly weren’t big topics of conver-
sation as she grew up in Junction City, about 27 miles down the 
highway from Corvallis.

“No one was like my brother and me,” she said, noting that 
as far as she knew, they were the only people in town who 
identified as being Jewish and Latino. “I was the only Jew in my 
high school and one of maybe 30 Latino kids. Holding both of 
those identities and people wanting you to be a representative of 
either one was very interesting. Because I don’t have a Spanish 
surname and my skin’s not dark. But I have the curly hair and 
the brown eyes. I’m a morena (brunette), yet I have a big nose. 
So even physically speaking, people would get confused.”

At OSU’s Multiracial Beavers drop-in sessions, she’s able to ac-
knowledge her many identities, including but not limited to the 
strong connection she feels to her paternal grandmother, who 
survived the Holocaust, and to the deep ties she shares with her 
mother’s side of the family which for four generations has lived 
in the barrios of San Antonio,Texas.

She believes that — especially in the current political and 
social climate — it’s extremely important to understand the 
concept of intersectionality when considering identity.

“Whether it’s race, gender, sexuality, sexual orientation, 
socio-economic status, age, education — all of these different 
things intersect to create a completely different experience,” 
she said. “We need to recognize that and not jump to judgment, 
not pigeonhole people. I think there’s a lot of value in building 
relationships with people that you might not normally, because 
they don’t speak the same language as you, they’re not the 
same religion as you, or they don’t look like you. That’s how we 
find commonality and empathy for each other.” 

If those sound like the words of a professional, it’s because 
they are. In addition to her volunteer work with Multiracial Bea-

vers, Baum works for University Housing and Dining Services as a 
community relations facilitator for Poling Residence Hall, where 
she leads workshops in social justice education and cross-cul-
tural understanding for her fellow residents. In all of her roles, 
she said, she takes pride in the same thing:

“I’m proudest of seeing the progress in the participants as well 
as the residents that I work with. And not progress as in, ‘Oh, 
they have to think like me.’ I can see the wheels turning, and the 
identity development, and the soul-searching reflecting on their 
faces.”

Her hope, she said, is that more people will clearly understand, 
accept and advocate for their own identities, however layered 
and complex they are. q
Gretchen Schrafft earned her MFA in creative writing from OSU in 
2016. She teaches writing and composition at two Seattle-area 
universities.

An important 
form of  
self-defense

By Gretchen Schrafft | Photo by Hannah O’Leary
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Researchers study 159 married couples, 
find that healthy sex life may help at work
Maintaining a healthy sex life at home boosts employees’ job 
satisfaction and engagement at the office, underscoring the val-
ue of a strong work-life balance, an OSU researcher has found.

A study of the work and sex habits of married employees 
found that those who prioritized sex at home unknowingly gave 
themselves a next-day advantage at work, where they were 
more likely to immerse themselves in their tasks and enjoy their 
work lives, said Keith Leavitt, an associate professor in OSU’s 
College of Business.

“We make jokes about people having a ‘spring in their step,’ 
but it turns out this is actually a real thing and we should pay 
attention to it,” said Leavitt, an expert in organizational behav-
ior and management. “Maintaining a healthy relationship that 
includes a healthy sex life will help employees stay happy and 
engaged in their work, which benefits the employees and the 
organizations they work for.”

The study also showed that bringing work-related stress home 
from the office negatively impinges on employees’ sex lives. In 
an era when smart phones are prevalent and after-hours re-
sponses to work emails are often expected, the findings highlight 
the importance of leaving work at the office, Leavitt said.

The researchers’ findings were in the Journal of Management. 
Co-authors are Christopher Barnes and Trevor Watkins of the 
University of Washington and David Wagner of the University  
of Oregon. 

Sexual intercourse triggers the release of dopamine, a neu-
rotransmitter associated with the reward centers in the brain, as 
well as oxytocin, a neuropeptide associated with social bonding 
and attachment. That makes sex a natural and relatively auto-
matic mood elevator, and the benefits extend well into the next 
day, Leavitt said.

To understand the impact of sex on work, the researchers 
followed 159 married employees over the course of two weeks, 
asking them to complete two brief surveys each day. They found 
that employees who engaged in sex reported more positive 
moods the next day, and the elevated mood levels in the morn-
ing led to more sustained work engagement and job satisfaction 
throughout the workday.

The effect, which appears to linger for at least 24 hours, was 
equally strong for both men and women and was present even 
after researchers took into account marital satisfaction and sleep 
quality, which are two common predictors of daily mood.

“This is a reminder that sex has social, emotional and physio-
logical benefits, and it’s important to make it a priority,” Leavitt 
said. “Just make time for it.

“Making a more intentional effort to maintain a healthy sex life 
should be considered an issue of human sustainability, and as a 
result, a potential career advantage.” q
Read more at bit.ly/2lODetP. Read the researchers’ published 
findings here: bit.ly/2mXFhO7.
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Spread the word
As part of an ongoing effort to 
get alumni and other friends 
to help share the OSU story, 
Steve Clark ’75, vice president 
for university relations and 
marketing, joins the Oregon 
Stater in presenting another 
batch of talking points for not-
so-bashful Beavers.

#8

BEAVERS RIDING THE WAVE
OSU’s Northwest National Marine Renewable Energy Center was 
awarded up to $40 million from the U.S. Department of Energy to 
create the world’s premier wave energy test facility in Newport. 
The facility will perfect technologies to tap the enormous energy 
potential of ocean waves. See story, page 15.

THAT’S A LOT OF BAND MUSIC
Oregon State’s university band — the oldest program in the Pac-12 
— celebrated its 125th anniversary with a fall concert at the LaSells 
Stewart Center. More than 500 students participate annually in 
the band, which is one of the largest collegiate programs in the 
Pacific Northwest.

NATIONALLY RANKED ROBOTICS ADVANCES
Oregon State’s robotics program is ranked No. 4 in the nation and 
continues to expand. The program has created a new generation 
walking robot called “Cassie,” and in January became part of a 
$253 million national Advanced Robotics Manufacturing Inno-
vation Hub that involves numerous governments, universities, 
private industry and others. In February, OSU announced its first 
spinoff company evolving from the robotics program: Agility Ro-
botics. See photo and story, page 28.

YOUNGSTERS LEARN ENGLISH — THANKS TO OSU
The College of Education will train nearly 100 Oregon teachers to 
help K-12 students learn English. Aided by a $2.5 million federal 
grant, the college will work with the Beaverton, Bend-La Pine, 
Springfield, Greater Albany and Corvallis school districts over the 
next five years.

BATTLE AGAINST SUPER BUGS
OSU researchers led by microbiology professor Bruce Geller have 
developed a new weapon in the battle against antibiotic-resistant 
germs. This international collaboration has developed a molecule 
that neutralizes these super germs’ ability to destroy an antibiot-
ic, such as penicillin. Testing in humans may be possible in about 
three years.

OSU ECAMPUS TOP-RANKED AGAIN
For the third straight year, Oregon State’s Ecampus online under-
graduate degree programs are ranked in the top 10 nationally. U.S. 
News & World Report named Oregon State No. 8 out of more than 
300 colleges in the category of Best Online Bachelor’s Programs. 
Ecampus has more than 5,600 undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents from throughout the world working their way to an Oregon 
State degree.
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By Kevin Miller
OSU computer science student and soon-to-be NASA intern Levi 
Willmeth, his colleagues in the Linn-Benton Community College 
Space Exploration Club and their collaborators on a team of OSU 
engineering students face quite a task as this year’s solar eclipse 
approaches.

On Aug. 21, working in conjunction with NASA and Oregon 
Space Grant as people around the world wait in anticipation, 
they plan to be the first of 50-plus teams across the nation to 
transmit live video of the shadow of the moon moving across the 
United States. Here are the basics, subject to fine tuning:
 » From the deck of an OSU research vessel approximately 30 

miles offshore, they must launch a helium balloon with a pay-
load of high-resolution video cameras to a near-space altitude 
of about 100,000 feet, timing and positioning the release to 
account for winds that will change at various altitudes during 
the ascent, so that the cameras are positioned to capture the 
60-mile-wide path of the umbra — the darkest part of the 
moon shadow — as it races ashore north of Newport at about 
10:15 a.m.

 » Using ship- and land-based receiving stations (OSU me-
chanical engineering students are devising a way to keep the 
ship-based gear aimed at the constantly moving payload as 
the ship rolls in the ocean), they need to cleanly capture the 
multiple, data-dense signals from the cameras.

 » Meanwhile they’ll uplink the information to NASA, which will 
broadcast it around the world as the opening scene of what 
should be a continuous live image of the moon shadow, end-
ing as the umbra crosses coastal South Carolina.

 » Once the helium balloon pops as planned and the payload re-
turns to Earth via parachute, members of the team must track 
its descent and rush to recover the valuable gear.

 » If it doesn’t go well? Not to worry, there’ll be another total 
eclipse of the sun across a tiny sliver of Oregon in 2108.
Maybe because Willmeth, who became director of the Oregon 

project while enrolled at LBCC, and his wife Joanna already 

manage the inherent chaos of raising two small girls and being 
students, or maybe because of the confidence imparted by his 
LBCC Space Club shirt bearing the slogan, “It’s not hard, it’s just 
rocket science,” he seems more excited than worried about the 
challenge. 

“There are so many things you have to get right,” he said 
with an eager smile. He and his colleagues perfect their tech-
niques via practice rocket launches and balloon flights while he 
develops expertise in writing software to remotely manage the 
high-flying payloads.

Their adviser, LBCC instructor Parker Swanson, saw the eclipse 
opportunity approaching and helped them sign up.

Willmeth’s classwork and experience landed him a rare and 
prestigious internship at NASA, working at a software testing 
facility in West Virginia this summer. It runs for 10 weeks and 
he’ll start immediately after his finals at OSU so he can be back in 
Oregon by mid-August.

“That was a condition of me accepting it,” he said, noting 
that the combination of the eclipse project and the internship is 
something he couldn’t have imagined as a boy.

“You grow up in a small town in backwoods Oregon and you 
never think opportunities like this are for you,” he said. “You 
know people go to NASA, right? But you never think, ‘Somebody 
from my town is gonna get that job.’ The more I get involved 
with this, the more excited I am. You build this thing and it goes 
someplace and does something and you’re not standing next to 
it. You can’t reach over and hit the reset button and take over if 
it starts going bad. You have to do it right the first time.” q
To learn more about NASA’s Eclipse Ballooning Project, visit 
eclipse.montana.edu. NASA’s home page for the Aug. 21 eclipse 
is at eclipse2017.nasa.gov. Its home page includes a countdown 
until the umbra — the shadow of the moon — reaches the Ore-
gon coast. Meanwhile, university officials are planning several 
eclipse-related events to mark the beginning of the OSU 150 
commemoration. As details are firmed up, they will be listed on a 
calendar available at oregonstate.edu/150.

Just minutes to catch a moon shadow

Levi Willmeth (center, tan cap) and colleagues 
in the LBCC Space Exploration Club react as 
they see early data from one of their many 
practice rocket and balloon launches. (Photo 
courtesy Parker Swanson)
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Beware: This quiz just drones on and on
Just as it has in the study of robotics, OSU has quietly become an emerging leader in the field of using unmanned aircraft to do im-
portant work for researchers and customers on and off campus. To get an idea of what we ought to know about drones, especially 
as they relate to our favorite university, we turned to Mark Peters, the closest thing OSU has to a “drone czar.” He oversees un-
manned flight operations as a growing part of his duties as interim director for research integrity & international compliance officer 
in the OSU Research Office. Learn more about OSU’s drone program at research.oregonstate.edu/unmanned-systems-initiative/
uas-osu/home. (Answers are on page 64.)

1. What does UAV stand for? Bonus: What about UAS?

2. Do I need to register my unmanned aircraft?

3. Can I fly drones for a business and is OSU doing anything to 
support people looking to use UAVs? 

4. Does OSU have and use drones?

5. How many drone missions did OSU fly in the last six months 
of 2016? 
A. 0-50
B. 100
C. at least 200
D. more than 300

6. Which of these colleges are using drones? 
A. Engineering
B. Forestry
C. Agricultural Sciences
D. Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Sciences
E. All of the above

7. How big will the UAV industry be in the next 10 years?
A. $1 billion
B. $500 million
C. $500 billion
D. $100 billion

8. Are any OSU alumni involved in the drone industry?
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An anonymous $5 million gift to Oregon 
State University — Cascades will propel 
the university toward its next phase of 
capital development at the growing cam-
pus in Bend.

“A visionary gift like this, at the onset 
of our efforts to seek capital funds from 
the Oregon State Legislature, makes a 
powerful and motivating statement,” said 
OSU-Cascades vice president Becky John-
son. “Our appreciation is tremendous, as 
the gift signals to our elected officials and 
supporters how important higher educa-
tion is for all of Oregon.” 

The investment is a key step toward the 
$10 million philanthropic match required 
for state capital funding currently sought 
by OSU-Cascades, according to Johnson.

OSU-Cascades seeks $69.5 million in 
state bonding from the 2017 Oregon Leg-
islature for its next phase of expansion. 
The project includes preparing adjacent 
land for expansion and building an aca-
demic building and Student Success Cen-
ter. Once state funding is approved, the 
anonymous donation will help build the 
new academic building. In his recent State 

of the University address, OSU president 
Ed Ray emphasized OSU-Cascades’ poten-
tial impact on the state’s economy.

“OSU-Cascades is providing valued ed-
ucation, cultural opportunities, research 
and innovation to Oregon’s fastest-grow-
ing region,” Ray said. “I hope that all 
Oregonians will agree that this university 
campus and its statewide benefits are 
long overdue.”

The Tykeson Family Foundation has 
pledged $1 million toward the donor 

match for the new capital expansion. The 
family also helped fund the campus’s first 
academic building, Tykeson Hall.

The proposed building will provide 
needed classrooms, laboratories and 
student support space for the growing 
student enrollment at OSU-Cascades. 
More than 1,100 students are pursuing 
degrees at the Bend campus, which can 
accommodate up to 1,890 students. Plans 
are to grow enrollment to 3,000 to 5,000 
students. q

OSU-Cascades receives visionary gift

Tillamook group helps OSU food tech expansion
The Tillamook County Creamery Asso-
ciation (TCCA) is helping OSU expand its 
ability to conduct research, testing and 
teaching related to Oregon’s dairy indus-
try and other food and beverage indus-
tries important to the state.

The association pledged $1.5 million to 
support construction of a new food and 
beverage facility to be part of the univer-
sity’s Department of Food Science and 
Technology.

Total projected cost for the new dairy 
pilot plant facility is $6 million, which 
includes $3 million planned from philan-
thropic support and a matching $3 million 
proposed from state bonds, pending legis-
lative approval during the 2017 legislative 
session.

As part of OSU’s Oregon Quality Food 
and Beverage Products Initiative, the 
new facility will include an automated, 
small-scale dairy manufacturing plant 
with state-of-the-art equipment for 
production of cheese, ice cream, cultured 
products and dairy-based powders. There 
will also be contemporary lab and class-
room facilities.

These innovations build on opportuni-

ties sparked by earlier contributions from 
Paul and Sandy Arbuthnot for OSU’s Ar-
buthnot Dairy Center, where the univer-
sity started its student-operated Beaver 
Classic cheesemaking plant.

The new facility will place greater 
emphasis on manufacturing for under-
graduates, while graduate students will 
engage in high-level technical dairy 
research, which can be readily applied to 
the industry.

The TCCA is a 108-year-old, farm-
er-owned cooperative and producer of 
Tillamook-branded dairy products.

“We are extremely grateful to be part 
of such a thriving food and beverage in-
dustry here in Oregon, and to operate in a 
state that has such strong education and 
research partners,” said Patrick Criteser, 
TCCA’s president and CEO. “This donation 
demonstrates our confidence in OSU to 
train the next generation of dairy scien-
tists and to partner with other companies 
around the region to advance the industry 
in a significant way.”

Dairy foods are advancing in the Pacific 
Northwest on several fronts, with product 
innovation, expanded global markets and 

honors received for some of the world’s 
most respected dairy products, according 
to Pete Kent, executive director of the 
Oregon Dairy and Nutrition Council.

“OSU’s dairy foods program is well-po-
sitioned to drive future success by provid-
ing a well-trained professional workforce, 
extension assistance to processors and 
research focused on the needs of regional 
dairies,” said Lisbeth Goddik, Arbuthnot 
Professor and leader of OSU’s dairy pro-
cessing program.

Eric Bastian, vice president for industry 
relations of United Dairymen of Idaho, 
agrees. “The proposed pilot facility at OSU 
will be a significant step forward as we 
train the next generation of dairy scien-
tists and technologists,” he said. q
OSU’s Beaver Classic Cheeses, including 
smoked and regular cheddar and Swiss, 
plus new porter soaked, hard cider soaked 
and Pinot soaked cheddars, are available 
for purchase on campus 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Fridays in Withycombe 159. Online sales 
are available at bit.ly/beaverclassic. 

An architectural rendering depicts the concept for a new building that would continue develop-
ment on the OSU-Cascades campus. (Rendering by Page | SERA)
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