
Fans fill Gill 
for champs
Experts said the women of Beaver basketball  — despite 
making history in 2016 with an appearance in the Final 
Four — would slip back to the middle of the pack this sea-
son and finish no higher than fifth in the Pac-12. 

The team and its fans said otherwise on Feb. 24, when 
9,604 sold out Gill Coliseum, the first time ever for an OSU 
women’s game. As the final seconds ticked away, the 
crowd roared as head coach Scott Rueck’s squad cele-
brated a win over perennial power Stanford, clinching a 
share of their third straight conference championship.

“Usually I don’t look into the crowd before the game, 
but it was impossible not to,” senior guard Sydney Wiese 
said afterward. “Shoutout to Beaver Nation, because they 
really showed up in force. They were on our side all night, 
and it was electric. They were a part of the game just as 
much as we were, and I’m so thankful we could share it 
with them.”

Two days later the Beavers defeated Cal in Gill to go 
29-4 and win the regular season conference title outright, 
in what Rueck deemed “a perfect ending to a fantastic 
regular season.”

The Beavers would go on to take second in the Pac-12 
Tournament in Seattle and earn a No. 2 regional seed in 
their fourth consecutive appearance in the NCAA Division 
I Women’s Basketball Tournament. They made it into the 
Sweet Sixteen of the tourney before falling to Florida State 
in the semifinals of the Stockton Regional, ending their 
season 31-5.

Along the way they earned a large collection of honors, 
including:
 » Wiese, who earned numerous conference and national 

all-star nominations and selections, finishing her OSU 
career by breaking the conference record for three-
point shots and the OSU career record for assists.

 » Senior Gabriella Hanson being named conference defen-
sive player of the year.

 » The fans in Gill leading conference attendance with an 
average of nearly 4,400.

 » Rueck being named conference coach of year by the 
media and his fellow coaches.
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