
It’s late in the summer of 2016, and the 
Americans from that veterinary college in 
Oregon have arrived once more to treat 
the animals and help the people of Ome-
tepe, Nicaragua. 

“When we get there, we arrange tables, 
unload supplies and create stations,” said 
OSU veterinary student Kristi Bunde, co-
chair of the College of Veterinary Medi-
cine’s most recent project in Ometepe.

As soon as the students, faculty and 
private-practice veterinarians on the team 
have everything set up, they stage a mock 
clinic to make sure the work will flow 
efficiently, from intake to physical exams 
to anesthesia to surgery and recovery.

They also organize a small diagnostic 
laboratory and a separate outdoor clinic 
for large animals.

They know from past Ometepe vis-
its that word of mouth will soon create 
a long line of people and their animals 
outside the clinic, as news spreads that 
the people from Oregon have returned 
to bring care and relief to their pets and 
livestock.

Ometepe is a tropical island in the 
middle of Lake Nicaragua. Most of the 
people who live there are poor, and many 
rely on their animals for food, work and 
transportation. There is no veterinary 
hospital on the island, and many of the 

domestic animals suffer from disease and 
malnutrition.

Every year for the past 10 years, a 
group of volunteers that includes students 
and doctors from the OSU College of Vet-
erinary Medicine has returned to Ometepe 
to set up a free clinic.

In a small village down a cratered dirt 
road, the OSU team and four Oregon 
veterinarians array their equipment and 
examining tables on the cracked concrete 
floors of an old industrial building with 
walls on two sides.

It looks primitive but is carefully 
planned for the efficiency required to treat 
hundreds of animals in just three days.

Veterinarians in training reach out to help in Nicaragua 

A decade of service 
By Lyn Smith-Gloria

Volunteers for the Nicaragua service trip included 23 OSU veterinary students, one OSU veteri-
narian and four private practice vets from Oregon.
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Upper left: In the diagnostic lab, OSU 
veterinary student Erin Flannery shows a 
curious Nicaraguan boy how the micro-
scope works. At left: Veterinary student 
Tyler O’Loughlin getting ready for work. 
Above: Students from the OSU College of 
Veterinary Medicine help veterinarians 
with spay and neuter surgeries. (Photos 
courtesy OSU College of Veterinary 
Medicine)

Michelle Flores is a third-year veteri-
nary student and co-chair of the Nicara-
gua project. She and Bunde volunteered 
for the huge task of coordinating the 
movement of mountains of supplies, 
expensive medical equipment and dozens 
of volunteers to a third-world nation via 
airplane, bus and boat.

“This was the largest leadership role I 
have ever undertaken,” Flores said. “It’s 
challenging to get a big group of people to 
work together. I tried to listen to sugges-
tions and incorporate them for the greater 
good.”

The Nicaragua service project is spon-
sored by the OSU International Veterinary 
Students Association and Purina Pet 
Foods. OSU students raised nearly $4,000 
through a silent auction to support the 
trip, mostly to cover the cost of drugs 
needed for treatment.

During the 2016 trip, the clinic treated 
767 animals and performed 74 spay and 
neuter surgeries. For Flores, the hands-on 
experience she gained on this trip was 
invaluable.

“We had a horse come in with a squa-
mous-cell carcinoma on the side of his 
muzzle,” she said. “I got to help out with 
that surgery. I had never seen anything 
like it before.”

She also assisted with dozens of spay 
and neuter surgeries.

“It was a big confidence booster; we are 
all going to be doing this as our bread and 
butter out in general practice.” 

In addition to the great learning op-
portunities, Bunde values the personal 
growth gained from serving others.

“It’s about learning to give back, and 
being thankful for what you have,” she 
said. “We are not vets yet, but the impact 
we have on this community is amazing. 
That was the best part for me. I want to 
keep that desire, keep that passion with 
me, no matter where I go to practice.” q
Lyn Smith-Gloria ’82 is marketing and 
communications director for the College of 
Veterinary Medicine.
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