
Both hoops programs look 
to build on great seasons 

The group that graduated after leading Oregon State to the 
Final Four can rightfully be called the greatest class in Beaver 
women’s basketball history: Guard Jamie Weisner, a first-
team All-American and Pac-12 Player of the Year; center Ruth 
Hamblin, a two-time All-Pac-12 Defensive Player of the Year; 
guard Deven Hunter and forward Samantha Siegner were all 
part of the program’s multi-year climb from the depths of the 
Pac-12.

By Kip Carlson | Photos by Hannah O’Leary

Still, Coach Scott Rueck enters this season with plenty of talent 
and potential.

“What I’m most excited about is that culture these two 
(Sydney Wiese and Gabriella Hanson) right here have been a part 
of in building,” he said, referring to the seniors seated beside 
him at Pac-12 media day. “We’ve faced the season with a lot of 
new pieces and a lot of new faces but with a culture that expects 
success and knows what it takes to get there.”

How do you top a basketball season the likes of which hadn’t 
been seen at Oregon State in over three decades?

That’s the question for both OSU basketball programs. In 
2016, the women and men made the NCAA tournament in the 
same season for the first time in 32 years. The women repeated 
as Pacific-12 champions and made a magical run to the Final 
Four before losing to eventual national champion Connecticut. 
The Beaver women finished the season ranked second in the 
nation. Meanwhile, the Beaver men ended a 25-season NCAA 
tournament drought after tying for sixth place in the Pac-12.

The accomplishments of both teams in 2016 made Gill Coli-
seum once again one of the toughest places in the Pac-12 for 
opponents, with OSU drawing a conference-high average of 
4,356 fans for women’s home games and the men averaging 
6,256. Coaches Scott Rueck and Wayne Tinkle earned contract 
extensions. Improvements to Gill Coliseum were announced, 
including better floor level seating and enhanced video and 
audio systems.

As for the teams themselves, both have momentum, and 
both also face some rebuilding.

Big shoes to fill on the women’s team
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It wasn’t just the longest NCAA Tournament drought in Oregon 
State history, it was one of the longest in the nation. After 25 
seasons without an invitation, the Beavers got into the party and 
finished 19-13, including 9-9 in the Pac-12 to claim a place in the 
upper division.

Part of the feel-good story was Gary Payton II leading the 
charge as his father, Gary Payton, urged him on from the stands. 
The younger Payton is now with the NBA’s Houston Rockets after 
averaging 16.0 points, 7.8 rebounds, 5.0 assists and 2.5 steals 
per game his senior season.

Also gone are graduated seniors Olaf Schaftenaar, Jarmal Reid, 
Langston Morris-Walker and Daniel Gomis. Guard Derrick Bruce 
opted to transfer after his freshman season and senior-to-be 
Malcom Duvivier left the team for personal reasons.

That leaves the Beavers with one senior — 7-footer Cheikh 
N’Diaye — and three juniors, all incoming transfers, to go with 
five sophomores and four freshmen. The inexperience contributed 
to OSU being picked ninth in the Pac-12 preseason coaches poll.

“I think 12 of our 13 guys are first- or second-year players,” 
Coach Wayne Tinkle told reporters at OSU’s media day in October. 

“Early on, we’re trying to get to know each other and, more 
important, lay the framework for how we go about our business, 
and some of the new guys are not catching onto that as quickly 
as the others.”

Three of those sophomores will need to play huge roles if 
Oregon State is to approach its success from a year ago: guard 
Stephen Thompson Jr. (10.6 points per game in 2015-16) and 
forwards Tres Tinkle (13.1 points and 5.4 rebounds per game) and 
Drew Eubanks (7.6 points and 4.6 rebounds per game). They were 
part of one of the nation’s top recruiting classes two years ago.

They’re joined this winter by a freshman considered one of the 
nation’s top 100 players in his class a year ago, guard JaQuori 
McLaughlin. Among the transfers is guard Ronnie Stacy as OSU 
looks to fashion a new backcourt in the absence of Payton and 
Duvivier.

“We do have concerns that we have a lot of new guys in those 
positions, but I feel we have the right kind of guys,” Wayne Tinkle 
said. “If we can get them to mature in the preseason, by the time 
we get to conference play they should be in good shape.” q

Men must replace Payton

The optimism begins with guard Wiese, a three-time All-Pac-12 
first team selection who averaged 12.8 points, 5.7 rebounds, 4.9 
assists and 1.4 steals per game as a junior.

Guard Hanson (7.8 points, 3.5 rebounds, 2.9 assists and 1.3 
steals per game) is the other returning starter. Junior Marie Gulich 
(4.1 points, 3.9 rebounds, 0.6 blocks per game), a 6-foot-5 
center, was impressive as Hamlin’s backup last season and 6-2 
sophomore Katie McWilliams was one of OSU’s chief reserves, 
starting 11 games while Wiese was out with an injury early in the 
season.

Other returners are 6-3 senior Kolbie Orum and 6-3 junior 
Breanna Brown. A group of freshmen ranked as the nation’s 
No. 16 recruiting class by ESPN will join them, including guards 
Mikayla Pivec and Kat Tudor and forwards Madison Washington 
and Janessa Thropay. ESPN rated Pivec No. 26, Washington No. 
89 and Tudor No. 93 among the nation’s top 100 recruits.

“The championship culture that’s been instilled and has grown 
over these past six years is in place,” Rueck said. “We’re excited 
about the challenges to come this year, and I can’t wait to watch 
this group grow together and become a great, great team.” q
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By Marcus Greaves, biohealth sciences; football

Alarms go off in homes and apartments across campus and beyond. Phones light 
dark rooms as players press snooze just one last time before rolling out of bed. It’s 
6:15 a.m., time to get ready for another day of being a football student-athlete.

A big difference this year is that we walk into new facilities at the Valley Football 
Center (thank you, donors) every morning. Through the new athletic training room 
we go, and through the double doors that form the grand entrance to the new 
locker room. We are blessed each day to call the Valley Football Center home.

By 7 a.m., players break up into different groups. Some meet and prep for the 
next game, while others are in the weight room, developing their bodies, training 
to get bigger, faster, stronger. Each group stays in meetings or lifts until 8 a.m., 
then they go to the sports performance table to eat breakfast and socialize with 
other student-athletes. 

After breakfast the team goes to the locker room to finish getting ready for prac-
tice. This includes preparing for meetings, going to the training facility for rehab or 
perhaps sitting in the new cold and hot tubs. This is most helpful before practice 
and games, when we want to perform at our best.

One of the best things about the locker room design is it that it  gathers specific 
position groups in their own areas. The linemen are together, the running backs 
and so on. This builds stronger bonds within the team, especially with the fellas 
we train with. Each team member has a locker with power outlets, allowing us to 
be more organized. There’s plenty of room for our gear. Once everyone has taken 
care of rehab or meetings, the real excitement begins when we return to the locker 
room before practice. 

Pre-practice time has a new feel in the new locker room, as music plays over 
the new speakers and we laugh and bond over dancing. When Coach Andersen 
makes his way through the locker room, it’s on everyone’s mind to try to get him 
to dance, but none of us has succeeded — yet.

Practice starts at 9:30 a.m. with a walkthrough, then a team stretch. Players fo-
cus and get in the right state of mind for the physical and mental challenges they’ll 
face. Some go to special teams drills to hone their skills. Players then break into of-
fense and defense, where they work on schemes to be used in the upcoming game.

There’s an applesauce break halfway through to replenish our energy, then we 
work to maintain our intensity in each and every drill.

Once practice is over players jog off the field to drink Gatorade to recover, while 
some have media responsibilities. Afterward most of us head to the weight room, 
where head strength coach Evan Simon and other strength personnel help us 
recover through mobility work and stretches. Players who don’t go to the weight 
room at this point will lift later and get ready for the day.

One thing that most players can agree on is that the wall in the new facility 
that’s dedicated to Brandin Cooks, a Beaver All-American and current standout for 
the New Orleans Saints, is inspirational and motivating to all of us. 

As the football day ends, the rest of our day begins. The school day starts and 
players have a full schedule, typically until 8 p.m. Those not in class usually go to 
study hall to complete homework. We can work with tutors to make sure we excel 
in our academics.

The life of a student-athlete can be challenging but with the help of the Oregon 
State Football community and our donors and fans, we have been given the tools 
to be successful. Go Beavs! q

A day in the life of a football student-athlete
Editor’s note: For “Athletes’ Journal,” we ask Oregon State student-athletes to directly address Beaver Nation on 
topics chosen by them. The pieces might be edited for length and clarity (true of all pieces in the Stater), but the 
goal is to let these young people — who represent all of us in the OSU community as they compete — speak in their 
own voice.
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GIVE A GIFT THAT 
MAKES BENNY PROUD

For other gift ideas, visit the OSU Beaver Store and 
online at osubeaverstore.com.

Pillow available at catstudio.com



’57 Rose Bowl Beavers meet 
amid turnaround memories 

The men who pulled off one of the great turnaround stories in 
Oregon State athletic history got together on campus this fall, 
60 years after the feat. The 1956 Beaver football team won the 
Pacific Coast Conference championship to earn a spot in the 1957 
Rose Bowl; that came just two seasons after the Beavers went 
1-8 to finish in the PCC cellar.

A dozen members of that team, including co-captain Gerry 
Laird and assistant coach Bob Zelinka, reunited in Corvallis the 
weekend of Sept. 24 when the Beavers played Boise State. The 
Rose Bowlers led the team on the pregame Beaver Walk.

The 1956 Beavers went 7-2-1 in the regular season, won the 
PCC title and rose to No. 10 in the national polls before losing the 
Rose Bowl to No. 3 Iowa 35-19.

Back Earnel Durden and tackle John Witte were named to the 
All-Coast and All-Pacific Coast Conference teams. Witte also 
earned consensus All-American acclaim. The 1956 team has 
been enshrined in the OSU Athletics Hall of Fame. It was just head 
coach Tommy Prothro’s second season at Oregon State.

In 1956, Oregon State opened the season by winning at 
Missouri 19-13 before losing at No. 6 Southern California 21-13 and 
at No. 20 Iowa 14-13. The Beavers then won six in a row before 

finishing the season with a 14-14 tie against Oregon in Corvallis.
Oregon State’s 6-1-1 conference record placed it ahead of 

USC’s 5-2 mark, putting the Beavers in the Rose Bowl for the 
second time – and the first time ever in Pasadena. The Beavers’ 
first trip to the bowl came in 1941, when Japan’s attack on Pearl 
Harbor forced the 1942 game to be moved to Durham, N.C.

The 1957 Rose Bowl was the first to match two teams that had 
played each other during the regular season. 

On their trip for the game, the Beavers celebrated Christmas 
at the Miramar Hotel in Santa Monica. One of the guests was 
legendary announcer Mel Allen, who told Associated Press 
reporter Hal Laman, “You know, if the critics of football could sit 
in on parties like this, they’d soon have a change of mind about 
the so-called boneheads that play this game.” q

Team members gathered at the CH2M HILL Alumni Center for part of 
their reunion. Front row, from left: Frank Negri, Frank Lukehart, as-
sistant coach Bob Zelinka, Gerry Laird, Earnel Durden and Ron Daniels. 
Back row: Bob Milum, Bill Blackburn, Jack Hogan, Joe Wade, Denny 
Brundage, Jim Brackins. (Photo by Dave Nishitani)
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By Kip Carlson



Book takes a new look at 
men of the ’42 Rose Bowl 

A journey of 75 years began with one brief newsletter 
notice.

About four years ago, author and sportswriter Brian 
Curtis was looking through a publication emailed by 
the Rose Bowl when he saw a “Did You Know …” blurb 
recalling that the 1942 Rose Bowl was the only one 
not played in Pasadena. After Japan’s attack on Pearl 
Harbor the game was moved to Durham, N.C., where 
Oregon State beat Duke 20-16.

“That kind of got me piqued, like, ‘Huh, I never knew 
that before. That’s a fascinating fact,’” Curtis said.

The result of that fascination was Fields of Battle 
(Flatiron Books), published this fall. It recounts the 
football seasons of the Beavers and Blue Devils and 
their New Year’s Day meeting, and then chronicles the 
players and coaches’ involvement in World War II, and 
their later lives.

After reading the newsletter item, Curtis searched 
for more about the transplanted Rose Bowl of 1942 but 
found little. The bit he discovered left him fascinated 
by the logistics of moving the game and the young 
players then going off to war.

“It was just really attracting me,” Curtis said. 
“And the more I got into it, the more it was really a 
human story about some ordinary guys doing some 
extraordinary things.”

On his seven-and-a-half-decade trip back in time, 
he found one living person who played in the game: 
Duke’s Jim Smith. Andy Landforce ’42, a Beaver who 
made the trip but didn’t suit up for the game, still lives 
in Corvallis. 

Working mostly from Army-censored letters home, 
newspaper clippings and military records, Curtis 
weaves a detailed narrative blending biography, social 
history and military history that includes looks at the 
contributions of Oregon Staters including Don Durdan, 
Bob Dethman, Gene Gray, Stan Czech, Frank Parker 
and Martin Chaves.

All, Curtis feels, were heroes deserving the “Greatest 
Generation” label bestowed upon them. But, he said, 
the story’s core is that these were ordinary Americans 
— and still would be in a time of national emergency — 
doing the extraordinary, pushing themselves beyond 
what they thought were their limits.

“When it comes to the football teams ... what these 
guys carried over into the war from football was that 
you can always do more, that when you think you 
can’t do any more, you can,” Curtis said. “And I think 
those are lessons that can be written about at just 
about any time.” q

By Kip Carlson
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