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Strolling down First Street through the 
Corvallis Farmers’ Market and alongside 
the Willamette River, you get a feel for 
the town that has been home to Oregon’s 
largest research university — Oregon 
State — for nearly 150 years. Cyclists call 
out “On your left” to pedestrians as they 
cruise down the riverside multi-use path. 
Families stroll with purchases of local 
produce in hand, savoring a strawberry, 
cherry tomato or another form of recently 
harvested Oregon sunshine. 

In the heart of Beaver Nation, orange is 
everywhere. Downtown banners, vendor 
canopies and community members’ attire 
all show OSU pride. 

“To me, the university is a key element 
of Corvallis,” said Corvallis Mayor Biff Tra-
ber. “We are a university town, and OSU is 
a critical element of the city’s character.”  

Construction has begun on a new 
downtown hotel. Farther west, through 
the elm walk and past the Trysting Tree, 
lies Oregon State’s main campus. A rim 
of low mountains, crowned by OSU’s 
McDonald-Dunn Research Forest, skirts 
the outer reaches of northwest Corval-
lis. Fields lie to the south, and the Van 
Buren and Harrison bridges crisscross the 
Willamette River to the east. Marys Peak, 
queen of the Coast Range, stands as a 
timeless sentinel on the horizon. 

It’s no surprise that Corvallis was 
ranked as the No. 3 college town in the 
nation, revealing the secret we’ve always 
known: this is a great place to learn, live, 
work and play.

The university’s charming home is a 
midsized city of about 56,000, tucked in 
the heart of the Willamette Valley.  

Corvallis is located one hour from the 
ocean, an hour and a half from Portland 
and two hours from the Cascade Moun-
tains. It offers the quintessential Pacific 
Northwest experience with accessible 
outdoor recreation opportunities, a for-
ward-thinking green culture, a robust arts 
scene, as well as clean and safe neighbor-
hoods. 

Corvallis ranks No. 2 among the most 
educated cities in America; No. 1 in pat-
ents issued per capita; is America’s 4th 
most innovative city; and Oregon’s most 
affluent city. 

Corvallis is smart, too. More than 58 
percent of its adults hold a bachelor’s 
degree — twice the national average. 
The high level of education in Corvallis is 
reflected in the local public school system 
as well as community events. 
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Whether you are learning about foreign 
policy, climate change or marine biolo-
gy at Science Pub Corvallis, or listening 
to a best-selling author or public health 
authority at the Provost’s Lecture Series, 
plan to arrive early. The crowd will be 
large and eager to learn. With vibrant vi-
sual and performing arts — often created 
by OSU students, faculty and alumni — 
rounding out the city’s offerings, it’s easy 
to see why Corvallis was named one of 
the 25 best places to retire.

Former Corvallis Mayor Julie Manning 
values the strong relationship between 
the community and the university. 

“I sing with the Corvallis Repertory 
Singers, which Steve Zielke (Patricia Val-
ian Reser Professor of Music at OSU) leads. 
This is a great example of these talents 
who come here for the university, but are 
willing to also give their time and exper-
tise to groups like ours,” she said. 

While the color green isn’t always 
embraced by Oregon Staters, the green 
lifestyle is. With over 20 miles of paved 
multi-use paths surrounding the city and 
bike lanes on 97 percent of streets, it is no 
surprise that Corvallis is recognized as a 

Left and top: Crowds enjoy the local eats and 
plein air artists depict the Corvallis Farmers’ 
Market; a feast for the senses. Bottom: OSU 
students stroll down Second Street past local 
eateries. 
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gold-level, bike friendly community with 
one of the highest rates of bicycle com-
muting in the country. More people take 
trips by bike here than in any other city 
in Oregon. Not to mention, the Oregon 
State campus is rated as the No. 9 most 
bike friendly campus in America. Not into 
biking? The Corvallis Transit System is free 
of charge.

The focus on conservation extends far 
beyond commuting with a growing num-
ber of LEED-certified buildings on campus, 
community gardens, bioswales and 
pollinator gardens. The community also is 
looking for eco-friendly ways to mitigate 
waste, reduce pollution and improve the 
environment. 

During OSU Community Day of Service, 
held each May, alumni and supporters 
join students to work on beautification 
projects across town. This work scratches 
the surface of the city’s civic-minded 
groups and individuals. Corvallis is home 
to the nation’s second highest population 
of Peace Corps volunteers per capita.  

Corvallis and the university have both 
experienced marked growth over the past 
decade. As the city and campus navigate 
their relationship and work to find middle 
ground on issues such as parking, housing 
and livability, everyone shares a common 
goal: to maintain the city’s charm. 

Recalling her time as mayor, Manning 
said, “I believe we have set the frame-
work for an unprecedented level of com-
munication and cooperation (between the 
university and Corvallis), that I believe is a 
more long-term commitment.”

Traber echoed similar sentiments. 
“In recent years, we have built and are 

continuing to develop a very positive rela-
tionship between the city and university,” 
he said. 

Corvallis has become what it is today 
with help from Oregon State University — 
and vice versa. 

“There is a vibrancy and life that come 
with living in a college town,” said Cooper 
Whitman, president/CEO of the Corvallis 
Chamber of Commerce. “The universi-
ty plays a huge role in attracting new 
business. I truly believe this community 
is what it is in large part because of the 
presence of Oregon State.”

For more on rankings mentioned in this 
story, visit osualum.com/corvallis. q

Hannah O’Leary ’13 is an associate editor 
and lead photographer for the Stater. 

Above: A short jaunt from campus finds runners enjoying the countryside. Opposite page, top to 
bottom: Pianos pop up around town, perfect for a break from cycling; a dragon boat pulls ahead 
of another floating sculpture during the daVinci Graand Kinetic Challenge; generations of Beavers 
have enjoyed coffee at The Beanery.

2 2   < <   O R E G O N  S T A T E R



F A L L  2 0 1 6   > >   2 3




