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Stater 
marks a 
century
Welcome to a little piece of history.

In October 1915, the General Alumni As-
sociation of Oregon Agricultural College in 
Corvallis published Volume 1, Number 1 of the 
O.A.C. Alumnus, noting the need for “a per-
manent magazine” to help the institution’s 
“hundreds of alumni” stay close the college.

This centennial issue of the Oregon Stater 
— the name on the magazine’s cover since 
1940 — will be mailed to more than 200,000 
alumni and friends of Oregon State University 
in nearly 170,000 households around the 
world.

A story on page 24 provides a look at 
some of the more intriguing and entertaining 
moments in Stater history. From those of 
us who produced this issue and from all the 
Stater contributors who’ve come before us, 
thank you for letting us tell the OSU story for 
10 intriguing, adventurous decades. 

AN ATTITUDE FROM THE START
The inaugural issue of the O.A.C. Alumnus arrived 
with a bit of a chip on its shoulder. “If you have 
ideas put them on paper and let’s see them,” 
readers were told. And there was this admonish-
ment against open complaining: “If you like the 
Alumnus tell us about it. We shall appreciate it. If 
you don’t like the policy or have any suggestions 
or criticism to offer, make them to us, not some 
one else. We shall appreciate this also.” 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
It’s been the Oregon Stater for 75 years, but the 
nameplates used before then were much less 
consistent. Those displayed on these pages are 
but a sampling of the variations.

TABLOID JOURNALISM
The Stater became a true magazine, standard 
sized and printed on glossy paper throughout, at 
the end of 1999. For the 27 previous years it had 
been a large-format tabloid on newsprint.

WHO GETS IT?
For most of its history, the Stater has sometimes 
gone to all OSU alumni, but more often to a 
smaller group, such as dues-paying members 
of the alumni association. In 2006, with The 
Campaign for OSU about to begin, the mailing list 
expanded to include all alumni, plus non-alumni 
members of the alumni association and about 
2,000 other friends of the university. Faculty and 
staff have since been added to the list. This issue 
is also going to households of incoming first-year 
students.


