
Oregon State University has always been home to an industrious bunch of 
problem solvers.

One hundred years ago, 1911 alumnus and Oregon Agricultural College Alumni 
Secretary E.B. Lemon was faced with a predicament. Despite the low cost of 
annual dues, just $1 at a time when the average hourly wage was $0.22, the 
OSU Alumni Association did not have many supporters. Instead of lamenting, 
Lemon came up with a plan and published the first OSU alumni magazine, the 
O.A.C. Alumnus, back in October of 1915.

The magazine urged alumni to give back to the university by paying their an-
nual dues or making a bigger commitment of $5 a year to help fund the creation 
of an official alumni center on campus. 

That pamphlet-sized magazine generated some revenue, but, more impor-
tantly, it would serve as the foundation for the Oregon Stater you’re reading 
today. Over the last 100 years, this publication has been a consistent, reliable 
voice for the institution and its alumni. 

“Without the assistance of an alumni publication, there is little opportunity 
for graduates to keep in touch with their Alma Mater and watch its progress.”

That 1915 quote is attributed to an unidentified alumnus, but we hear the 
same sentiment in 2015 when the alumni population has swelled to almost 
180,000 individuals around the globe.

Did you know that this magazine is mailed to all alumni, regardless of mem-
bership status, at no charge? We believe in this university and want to spread 
its story as far as we can. 

We don’t know what the next century holds, but we know we want to be 
there to document it for future generations of Oregon Staters. You can help 
with that mission. Contact us at stater@oregonstate.edu to submit a letter to 
the editor, share a story idea or give feedback on the new design. You can also 
help by making a contribution to the Oregon Stater Fund. More details about 
how you can support the Stater are on page 23.

Thanks for your support and GO BEAVS! q

 Kathy Bickel, executive director and vice president of alumni affairs

Oregon Stater’s roots go deep

Thanks to member support, the OSU Alumni 
Association is able to provide entertaining 
and educational programs for alumni, fans 
and current students. Offering money-saving 
benefits to its member is another way the 
association helps alumni and friends.

Alumni Access, our newest benefit, offers 
thousands of savings opportunities from large, 
online retailers to smaller shops and restau-
rants across the nation. Members use these 
exclusive savings through a website or mobile 
app. One function allows users to contact 
the Alumni Access team to suggest potential 
discount partners. 

This nationwide savings program joins a 
slate of other benefits:

Alumni Association members reap rewards
 » Members enjoy discounted admission at most alumni association events and 

room rentals at the CH2M HILL Alumni Center. Event savings include a 33 
percent discount on admission to away-game tailgaters.

 » The OSU Beaver Store gives members a 10 percent discount on regularly 
priced Beaver gear. The discount is available online or at any of the store’s 
physical locations.

 » Professional and Continuing Education (PACE) at Oregon State University of-
fers a 15 percent discount on most of their continuing education and profes-
sional development courses.

 » Members receive special access to sales at the Nike, Columbia and adidas 
company stores in Portland.

 » Each November, OSUAA members receive a calendar filled with images of 
campus. This calendar is only mailed to members; it cannot be purchased in 
stores or online. 

To unlock these benefits, visit osualum.com/benefits. q

E.B. Lemon
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In an average year, the OSU Alumni Association holds fi ve events every week. 
Whether it’s a golf tournament in Boise, football watch party in San Francisco, 
family picnic in Seattle or multicultural happy hour in Portland, these events are a 
great way for Beavers to stay connected. 

Because pride never dies.
Register for an event or volunteer at: 
osualum.com/Oregon
osualum.com/California 
osualum.com/Portland

osualum.com/Seattle
osualum.com/Boise

Or call 1-877-678-2837.

Jon Bettendorf, a 1988 OSU College of Business graduate in business administration, is 
the 2015-2016 president of the Oregon State University Alumni Association Board of 
Directors. 

A resident of Beaverton, Bettendorf serves as senior vice president of Quest Invest-
ment Management, headquartered in Portland.

“Oregon State is truly a great place,” he said. “We all enjoy giving our time 
to the things we love.”

Bettendorf succeeds past president, Pat Egan, ’92, of Las Vegas, Nev.
“Our board has some terrific goals in place in the coming year,” Bettendorf 

said. “One of our goals always includes connecting more OSU alumni back to 
the university. We have so much to be proud of as Beavers and we have such 
a wonderful community of loyal alums who want to help advance the Oregon 
State University mission and give back to our whole state.”

At its spring meeting, the association’s board of directors named a full slate 
of officers to work with Bettendorf on the executive committee. Their terms 
as officers began July 1.

Members of the executive committee include: Egan, serving as immediate 
past president; Wade Westhoff, ’93, Danville, Calif., serving as first vice pres-
ident; Tom Nakano, ’89, Spokane, Wash., serving as second vice president; 
Julie Lambert, ’85, serving as treasurer; Linda Chandler Hirneise, ’75, serving 
as representative to the OSU Foundation Board of Trustees, and Penny Yano 

Atkins, ’79, serving as OSU Foundation trustees’ representative to the alumni association 
board. 

The association also elected two new board members: Julie Lambert, a 1985 business 
administration graduate from Aptos, Calif., and Dan Jarman, a 1988 political science 
graduate from Lake Oswego. 

Lambert and Jarman will each serve an initial three-year term with eligibility for one 
additional term. q

Business grad Bettendorf leads alumni association
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

Mark your calendars, Beaver Nation.

Football Game Watches
Nationwide
Can’t make it to the game? Cheer on the Beavers with alumni 
and fans in your area. For a full schedule, visit 
osualum.com/gamewatch.

Homecoming 2015
Corvallis | Events across campus
Oct. 19-25
Come back to Beaver Country for an unforgettable homecoming 
celebration. Rising country star Jackson Michelson will perform 
at a free concert on Friday, Oct. 23, and the Beavers will 
take on Colorado on Oct. 24. For a full listing of events, visit 
osualum.com/homecoming.

Alumni Fellow Awards
Corvallis | CH2M HILL Alumni Center
Oct. 23
Established in 1988, these awards recognize alumni who 
have distinguished themselves in their professions and 
communities.
Full details and registration at osualum.com/fellows.

State of the University
Join Oregon State University President Edward J. Ray for 
a compelling institutional update.

Portland | Oregon Convention Center 
Feb. 12
osualum.com/sou

Bend | � e Riverhouse Hotel and Convention Center
May 3
osualum.com/soubend

Golden Jubilee
Corvallis | CH2M HILL Alumni Center
June 2-3
� e classes of 1966, 1961, 1956, 1951, 1946 and 1941 
are coming back for camaraderie, campus tours and 
classes without quizzes. See osualum.com/reunions 
for details.


