
Members of the coastal community are stepping for-
ward to help OSU build a world-class marine studies 
program. The ambitious $65 million Marine Studies 
Initiative will include program enhancements and the 
construction of a new facility in Newport designed to 
educate students and conduct research on marine- 
related issues, from rising sea levels and ocean 
acidification to sustainable fisheries and economic 
stability. 

Local donors including faculty, coastal residents 
and coastal businesses have made 16 gifts of $25,000 
or more for the building, responding to a challenge 
to raise $1 million from the community toward the 
overall fundraising goal for the project. 

Among the supporting businesses is Local Ocean 
Seafoods, the popular restaurant just across the bay 
from OSU’s Hatfield Marine Science Center. Owner 
Laura Anderson earned her master’s degree in Marine 
Resource Management from OSU in 2000. 

For local residents, investing in marine studies edu-
cation and research just makes sense, she said.

“Fishing is and hopefully always will be a huge part 
of our coastal economy and culture,” Anderson noted. 
“Sustainability is a really important part of the com-
munity’s long term stability and economic health.”

In addition to supporting research, the current 
Marine Studies Initiative will increase educational 
programming, creating a new undergraduate degree 
in marine studies and allowing 500 students from 
multiple disciplines to live and study in Newport.

They’ll have the opportunity to engage with indus-
try leaders like Anderson, who regularly takes marine 
biology students on a walking tour of the local docks, 
giving a market-based perspective on sustainability 
issues.

The exchange of knowledge between the commu-
nity and the university goes both ways and benefits 
both.

“We have such a wealth of experiential capital here 
in our coastal communities, such as fishermen, many 
of whom have spent thousands of days at sea. Their 
knowledge of how things work can’t be simulated in 
the lab or classroom,” Anderson said. “It’s really valu-
able for students as our emerging leaders and future 
scientists to be able to tap into that knowledge. You 
can’t do that without being in proximity.”

In July, the Oregon Legislature approved $24.8 
million in bonds for the marine studies building, to 
be matched with private gifts. Another $15 million is 
being raised to support related programs. q

Coastal community responds 
to marine studies challenge

To learn more and find out how you can make a difference, go to osufoundation.org.

Students gather samples during fieldwork on the Oregon Coast. (Photo by 
Hannah O’Leary)
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Imagine spending your summer studying 
brain cancer. With a microscope pow-
erful enough to see the living brain of 
a four-day-old, ant-sized fish embryo. 
You’re preparing to present your results at 
a scientific conference. And all this, after 
finishing just one year of college. 

More and more OSU students are par-
ticipating in experiences like this, thanks 
to supporters of programs including the 
Summer Undergraduate Research Expe-
rience (SURE) in Science. Now in its third 
year, SURE Science offers scholarships to 
College of Science students who spend 
the summer actively engaged in research. 
In September they will present posters 
at the Center for Genome Research and 
Biocomputing conference on campus.

Las Vegas resident Yuriyah Reed-Har-
ris — who’s conducting that brain cancer 
research — chose Oregon State precisely 
because she wanted experiences like this. 
“At other colleges it’s very rare for fresh-
men and sophomores to have opportu-
nities to do research, but here so many 
students are involved all four years,” she 

said. “It’s the main reason I came.”
SURE Science supporters Joan and Her-

man Suit know there’s no substitute for 
hands-on learning. Both are retired from 
distinguished careers in science, Herman 
as an oncologist and medical educator, 
Joan as a research scientist. 

Like Reed-Harris, Joan Country-
man Suit, ’53 and her older sister, Jean 
Countryman Smith, ’43, came to OSU to 
study biology. They grew up on a farm 
in eastern Oregon, surrounded by living 
things and inspired by their mother’s avid 
interest in plants. 

After graduating, Jean’s first job was 
with production of penicillin, which was 
soon after the discovery of how to make 
this miraculous new drug in mass quan-
tities. Joan got her doctorate at Stanford, 
where she became interested in virology 
and how viruses can be used to study 
genetics. At the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology she worked with Nobel 
Laureate Salvador Luria.

Occasionally, Joan had the opportunity 
to mentor students through programs 

similar to SURE Science. “They were won-
derful; their excitement brought life to the 
whole research group,” she said. “That is 
a paramount piece of what this program 
can do.

About two dozen students participated 
in SURE Science at OSU this year, roughly 
a third of those who applied.

“We are very grateful to exemplary 
supporters like Joan and Herman Suit 
for their investments in growing this 
program; there is a demand for it and we 
would love for it to grow even more,” 
said Julie Greenwood, associate dean for 
academic and student affairs, who directs 
SURE Science and is Reed-Harris’s faculty 
adviser. “It’s such a great experience for 
students. It gives them many skill sets, 
from critical thinking to practical lab 
experience to the soft skills like commu-
nication that are really important.”

Even though Reed-Harris expected to 
get a lot out of her research experiences, 
she’s been amazed by how much and how 
quickly she’s learned. “Every time I talk 
about it, I understand it better,” she said. 
“To have come to the point where people 
are now asking me about this work, and I 
can explain it — that feels great.” q

Summer program supports 
undergraduate research

Yuriyah Reed-Harris loves OSU’s research 
opportunities. (Photo by Hannah O’Leary) 
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