
Top: A rain shower leaves a reflecting pool for the new building and its plaza. 
Above: Students gather on the glass-covered plaza to set a world record for the 
largest Native American-style flute circle. Opposite page: The building features a 
sweeping atrium. (Photos by Hannah O’Leary)

The Memorial Union, a much-used and well-loved landmark on cam-
pus for nearly 90 years, has a new neighbor — the Student Experi-

ence Center — with similar goals but a radically different design.
A 1960 remodel of the MU added wings to its iconic structure, keeping 

the same neoclassical style. But as the student population and student 
programs grew in number, other buildings were repurposed into the 

Sleek new home for wonderful experiences
loosely gathered “student union” complex. For decades 
student groups and others did their best to make the 
utilitarian Snell Hall and the adjacent MU East serve their 
needs. 

By 2010 campus planners asked for a whole new 
building to carry part of the MU workload. However, 
new construction for non-academic purposes must be 
financed with something other than state appropriations, 
so the student body voted to underwrite the $42 million 
cost of the new center with increased student fees — 
$48 per fall, winter or spring term and $36 for summer 
term. (The original MU was partially financed through 
student fees of $3 per term, beginning in 1922.)

Located at the east end of the MU where the parking 
lot, brick patio and several flowering cherry trees used 
to be, the new facility includes a soaring, 8,000-square-
foot glass canopy to shelter year-round outdoor gather-
ings.

After it opened this spring, the SEC began to fill as pro-
grams move from tucked-away locations around cam-
pus to thoughtfully designed spaces at the campus core. 
Inside, futuristic swirls draw a visitor’s eye up an open, 
circular stairway toward four floors of space for stu-
dent programming, clubs, media and socializing. Offices 
include Associated Students of OSU, Student Leadership 
and Involvement, Diversity and Cultural Engagement, the 
Craft Center, Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life and the 
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Orange Media Network (Barometer, Beaver’s Digest 
— which has replaced the Beaver yearbook — Prism 
Magazine and KBVR radio and T.V.) A newly organized 
cultural center, Ettihad Cultural Center, for students 
from central and southwestern Asia and northern 
Africa, also will be housed in the SEC.

On the first floor, the International Resource Center 
houses 19 international student associations in a 
glass-walled, vibrant space. The basement is devoted 
to the popular OSU Craft Center, an arts facility offer-
ing studios and non-credit classes in ceramics, glass, 
woodworking, fibers, pen & paper and jewelry/metals. 

The media center contains up-to-date equipment, 
four audio or T.V. studios and journalistic offices, filling 
the fourth floor.

Meanwhile, over in east end of the venerable MU, 
the space that housed the OSU Bookstore — which 
was renamed the Beaver Store and relocated across 
from Gill Coliseum in 2013 — has been remodeled 
into conference and study rooms, all expected to be 
in frequent use by a growing, increasingly diverse 
student population. q — Ann Kinkley
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