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100 is not too old to spiff it up a bit

We’ve done a little remodeling.
This fall marks the 100th anniversary of the Oregon Stater’s first issue, so we’re un-

veiling a new nameplate and some other, less dramatic design refinements and content 
changes.

The Stater’s associate editor for design, Teresa Hall, ’06, and an all-Beaver team of 
colleagues in University Relations and Marketing have worked hard on the new look 
and — I’ve come to suspect — just as hard to restrain themselves from telling me what 
they think of my sometimes contradictory feedback. (They are, after all, professional 
designers who must deal with a man whose sense of style as an undergraduate made 
feasible a wardrobe of two pairs of Levi’s 501s, two plaid flannel shirts and one “fancy” 
shirt with long, pointy lapels in case attendance at a disco dance became unavoidable.) 

Our main job hasn’t changed over the decades: We gather and share compelling sto-
ries of OSU and its people with a worldwide population of alumni and friends. Because 
we have tales to tell — like this issue’s cover story on alumna SreyRam Kuy, who was 
born and almost died in Cambodia’s Killing Fields and then went on to become a sur-
geon — we didn’t want to make the entire issue about our birthday.

But it does feel pretty cool to be part of a centennial, so we did include some Stater 
history, most notably a list of former editor George Edmonston Jr.’s favorite moments 
from the Stater archives, starting on page 24. George’s two decades as editor are why I 
had to be on the job five or six years before people stopped calling me the new editor.

Speaking of new things, for the first time ever, we’re sending this issue of the Stater 
to families of new Beavers. The OSU Alumni Association — which publishes the maga-
zine and covers most of its costs — and the university are joining forces to send 3,200 
households a Stater and an insert welcoming them to Beaver Nation.

It’s part of a campuswide effort to give students a better start so more of them come 
back for their sophomore year and go on to graduate. The insert, created by the Office 
of the Vice Provost for Student Affairs, contains great tips and an impressive list of 
resources.

However, I’m sorry to say there’s nary a word about wardrobe. Luckily I’m here to 
help. I promise: Two pairs of jeans, two plaid flannel shirts and one shirt with long, 
pointy lapels in case disco comes back, should pretty much cover it. q

— Kevin Miller, ’78, editor
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COVER STORY: 
Now a surgeon at 
Overton Brooks VA 

Medical Center in Louisiana — and 
having survived one of the most 
horrific mass murders in history as a 
toddler — alumna Dr. SreyRam Kuy 
tells a powerful story about how 
family, faith, education and per-
sistence can lead to good works and 
great joy. (Photo by Hannah O’Leary)

BETTER PLACES TO GATHER 
State-of-the-art building, covered plaza 
open in the Memorial Union complex. 

1618

STANSBURY STEPS UP
New but familiar sports boss says 
athletics must serve the university.

44

24 CENTURY OF HIGHLIGHTS
A longtime editor tells 10 little stories 
from the Oregon Stater’s first century.

COMMENCEMENT 2015
Joy, relief and pride abound as another 
record class joins the alumni ranks.

30
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Austin Hall, the 100,000-square-foot 
home of the College of Business since fall 
2014, looks great even in ordinary light, 
but it’s especially well-suited to bask 
in the glow of a spectacular sunset. The 
college has a new head this fall, with Mitzi 

Montoya stepping in as Sara Hart Kimball 
Dean, leaving Arizona State University to 
replace Ilene Kleinsorge, who led the effort 
to build Austin Hall and retired earlier this 
summer. See story on page 9. (Photo by 
Hannah O’Leary)

It’s nature, not Photoshop
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Short Courses to Advance Your Career or Business
OSU Alumni Association Members Save 15% (Code OSU15%)

Business Analytics – Two Days, Portland
Balance business intuition with data-driven decisions.

Brewery | Cidery Startup – Five Days, Bend | Hood River
Brew up a successful brewery or cidery business plan.

Digital Brand Management Certificate – Seven Weeks, Online
Boost your digital marketing savvy, from social media to SEO.

SHRM Certification Prep – �ree Weeks, Portland
Ace your human resources certification exam.

Recipe to Market – Two Weeks, Online
Get your winning recipe on store shelves.

OSU
means
BUSINESS

Professional and Continuing Education
pace.oregonstate.edu/business |  •  • 

Dislikes word choice
I just read the article “§e Copper 
Connection” in the spring 2015 Oregon 
Stater. Nick Houtman wrote in the article 
that the drug Riluzole currently taken 
by ALS patients marginally increases 
survival.

§is is not true. §ere are no drugs 
available that increase survival of ALS 
patients. Riluzole may marginally slow 
the progression of the disease, increasing 
life expectancy by a few months. It does 
not increase survival. People with ALS 
and their families know that life expec-
tancy of ALS patients is 2-5 years after 
diagnosis.

§ere is no cure for ALS. Describing 
Riluzole as a drug that increases survival 
gives the impression that patients can 
survive ALS and removes the urgency of 
the need for effective treatments and a 
cure for ALS. I am aware of the urgent 
need for a cure because my brother, 
Stephen Finger, was diagnosed with ALS 
two years ago. He went from anticipating 
seeing his children graduate from college, 
get married, and start families of their 
own to hoping he sees his son’s first day 
of kindergarten. 

Please, in the future when discussing 

research be careful of the words you 
choose. §e difference between increas-
ing life expectancy and increasing surviv-
al is not to be taken lightly. I know. I pray 
for something to make that difference for 
my brother every day. 

Sarah Finger McDonald, ’07 
Corvallis

Editor’s note: Leading ALS researcher Jo-
seph Beckman, a distinguished professor 
of biochemistry and biophysics at OSU, 
has stated that Riluzole therapy might 
eventually prolong life expectancy of ALS 
patients. His ALS research is driven by an 
awareness that — as of yet — there is no 
known cure for the deadly disease.

For divestment
In my opinion OSU’s mission to promote 
economic, social, cultural and environ-
mental progress, and our goal of “in-
vesting more effectively, and to allocate 
resources to achieve success,” mandates 
that the OSU Foundation divest of fossil 
fuels investment.

If for no reason other than economic, 
divestment is fiscally prudent. But from 
a selfish standpoint, humans’ ability to 
survive and thrive on this planet is at risk 
by burning fossil fuels.

I applaud Kris Paul and the OSUDivest 
campaign for raising awareness and I 
fully expect the Oregon State University 
Foundation to join the many institu-
tions that are helping lead us to a more 
sustainable future by divesting of the 
outdated fossil fuel industry.  

When the OSU Foundation divests, I will 
join with the other OSU alumni for divest-
ment and make a donation. Humanity 
needs Mother Nature; she does not need 
us. 

Nora Egan Demers, ’94, ’97
Ft. Myers, Fla.

Send us letters
We love letters. We might edit them for 
clarity, brevity or factual accuracy. Send 
them to stater@oregonstate.edu or Let-
ters to the Editor, Oregon Stater, OSUAA, 
204 CH2M HILL Alumni Center, Corvallis, 
OR 97331-6303.

Corrections
Report errors at stater@oregonstate.
edu or at Corrections, Oregon Stater, 204 
CH2M HILL Alumni Center, Corvallis, OR 
97331-6303.
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Editor’s note: A few weeks’ ago at an OSU function we observed a spontaneous moment in which, as President 
Ed Ray quietly sat at a picnic table enjoying his burger, a recent Oregon State graduate approached and asked if 
he could shake the president’s hand. The new alumnus explained that, statistically, children from his background 
had about a 30 percent chance of even graduating from high school. He eloquently spoke of how his Oregon 
State experience had elevated the trajectory of his life far beyond what is typical for people with his upbringing. 
He thanked the president for his efforts to keep an OSU education accessible to those from diverse backgrounds, 
and also expressed gratitude for those who had mentored him and made philanthropic contributions that allowed 
him to attend. The president listened, thanked him back and then told him, “Now we need you to go out and do 
something that makes us all proud.” As the beaming new grad walked away, it seemed almost a certainty that he 
would do just that.

Ray, who has been OSU president for 12 years and will be 71 on Sept. 10, recently signed a contract to lead the 
university into 2020. For this issue’s “Ed Said,” we asked him to look ahead to five years beyond that and spec-
ulate — both seriously and with some whimsy — about the OSU of 2025. It was hardly a surprise that he started 
with a prediction about closing the achievement gap for students from traditionally underrepresented groups.

In the year 2025: 
A closed achievement gap and 
back-to-back Rose Bowls

guess the question is: ‘I could ride off into 
the sunset. So why aren’t I riding off into 
the sunset?’ I’m old enough that if I don’t 
feel passionate about something, I’m not 

going to get much done. We all understand that 
we’re not in charge. Life takes us where it will. 
Things happen as they will. But we do exert some 
influence on our own lives and on other peoples’ 
lives, and we ought to be working toward what 
we find worthwhile and valuable.

“What are some of the basics we need to be 
working on — even if there are many distrac-
tions — where we ought to rededicate ourselves 
to doing a better job? One is the whole area of 
access and success for students. The phrase that 
I really like is this notion of inclusive excellence. 
We understand excellence in a very concrete 
way. We understand that if we’re exceptional at 
everything we do, we will have a more positive, 
powerful impact on the lives of everyone we 
touch. That includes our students. That includes 
our state and national economies through our 
graduates, through our creative work, through 
businesses we help create and so forth.

“We understand that, but we also understand that 
we’re coming up against an unprecedented time 
when the demographics are changing dramati-
cally. Whether it’s by 2040 or by 2050, the time 
is coming when there will be no majority in this 

country. No one group will comprise more than 
half of the population.

“We also know that the way higher education has 
worked in this country for the past 100 years, the 
groups that are becoming more critical to our 
collective success, who we need to get into the 
workforce and succeed, are all the groups that 
have been marginalized. They’ve had less access 
to higher education, they’ve found it increasingly 
unaffordable and they’ve had less success when 
they get into community colleges and colleges.

“So unless we can change the calculus we’re 
looking at, we’re going to fail pretty spectacu-
larly. That gets me back to this idea of inclusive 
excellence. How do we succeed at that?

“I’ve studied all the numbers recently, and if you 
look at the achievement gaps for underrepre-
sented minorities here at Oregon State versus 
the overall student population, the first-year 
retention rates are on the order of almost 84 
percent for all students, but the gap for under-
represented students is about 8 percent. And 
the gap is 10 percent for our six-year graduation 
rate. It’s about the same as it’s been the whole 
time I’ve been here, so we really haven’t closed 
the gap at all. And the people on the lower end of 
that are the people who are coming into domi-
nance in terms of our student profile.

“I
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Want 
to win 
Beaver 
swag?
Update your email address 
at osualum.com/address by 
Oct. 15 for a chance to win a 
prize pack. 
Good luck!

“Meanwhile our overall six-year graduation rate has only improved from 60.5 
percent to about 63 percent in 12 years. So we’re not seeing the kind of success 
we aspire to for all of our students, and if the past is any predictor of the future, 
unless we do things differently, we’re going to perform even less satisfactorily 
going forward.

“So, part of what I’m passionate about is, ‘How do we close those achievement 
gaps and how do we raise the level of success for everybody?’”

He noted that several initiatives on campus are aimed at addressing the many issues 
involved in student success, with an emphasis on using predictive analytics to 
inform decisions and on building coalitions across the education landscape to share 
ideas about what works.

“I still believe that if we get it right, by 2025 we could have first-year retention 
rates of about 90 percent with no achievement gap, that we can have six-year 
graduation rates in the vicinity of 75 percent. But it isn’t going to happen by wish-
ing. I’m really interested in doing everything that I can to help make this happen.”

At this point, we asked him to change it up and discuss some more personal and wish-
ful predictions. Purely from his personal point of view, strategic planning aside, what 
would he like to see happen over the next 10 years?

“I recently made some predictions for a talk for the OSU Foundation. I said that in 
athletics, the OSU football team would be celebrating its historic second consec-
utive Rose Bowl win in 2025. Our men’s and women’s basketball teams would be 
celebrating the historic fact that both were in the Elite Eight in the NCAA Tourna-
ment. We would have finished Reser Stadium. And our track team would beat U of 
O in a dual meet. That could happen; the kids on that team are just in elementary 
school now.

“Outside athletics, I have my wish list of things that I would envision as possible by 
2025, none of which anyone else has subscribed to.

“One would be that Benton Hall would be the administration building. The music 
programs and the performing arts programs would all be housed in the artists’ 
workshop studio, which would be built next to the LaSells Stewart Center; there 
would be a faculty club in the old power plant building; we would have a new 
classroom building where Snell Hall is; this building (Kerr Administration) would 
be turned into a classroom building, and we would have a new science building, 
Phase Two of the Linus Pauling Science Center.”

Now to get more personal: Where will Ed Ray be and what will he be doing in 10 years?

“I have no idea. I don’t really dwell on things like that. Hopefully I’ll be above 
ground. So much of what happens, you don’t control. Your health goes to hell and 
all of a sudden where you are is in your house.

“Hopefully I’ll be up and about and doing things, traveling around the country giv-
ing lectures and stuff, but that remains to be seen.

“I just signed up to do my job for another five years, so I think I need to focus on 
that.” q
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As part of an ongoing effort to 
get alumni and other friends 
to help share the OSU story, 
Steve Clark, ’75, vice president 
for university relations and 
marketing, joins the Oregon 
Stater in presenting another 
batch of talking points for not-
so-bashful Beavers:

Global interest in bacon-flavored seaweed
In July, news that Oregon State researchers had discovered a 
strain of seaweed that tastes like bacon (and is quite nutritious) 
rapidly spread around the world via the “Today” show and 
other media. More than 100 global news organizations covered 
the story, with one report shared on social media more than 
100,000 times.

Top-ranked globally and nationally
OSU was recognized this year as among the world’s best centers 
in agriculture and forestry teaching and research, ranking ninth 
in an international survey. This survey placed Oregon State in 
the top 10 for the second straight year. A more recent survey 
deemed OSU the third-best place in the nation to study natural 
resources and conservation.

Best Buy for higher education
Oregon State is one of 44 Best Buy schools in the Fiske Guide 
to Colleges with affordable costs and four- or five-star aca-
demic ratings. The Guide ranks public and private universities 
and colleges from the United States, Canada and the United 
Kingdom. OSU is one of only three Pacific Northwest schools to 
make the list.

OSU ‘destination of choice’ for top students
More of Portland’s most talented 2015 high school graduates are 
enrolling at Oregon State than at any other school. In fact, this 
year OSU enrolled almost double the number of these students 
as did any other university, according to a survey published on 
OregonLive.com. These high achievers earned an average high 
school GPA of 4.09.

Nation’s No. 4 hub for innovation
Corvallis is ranked the fourth-most innovative high-tech hub in 
America, thanks to OSU’s highly innovative faculty and to tech 
employees — many of them Beaver alumni — working at local 
companies such as Hewlett-Packard. No other Oregon commu-
nity made the top 10 list.

Higher education close to home
OSU launched construction in June on its OSU-Cascades campus 
in Bend — the first new four-year public university campus to 
be built in Oregon in the past half century. Cascades is enrolling 
its first freshman class this fall and will open its new campus in 
fall 2016, with plans to serve 3,000 to 5,000 students by 2025. 
The expansion fulfills a 30-year community goal to bring Central 
Oregon its own four-year university.

Spread the word
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Mitzi Montoya has been named the Sara Hart 
Kimball Dean of the College of Business.

She had been vice president and university 
dean of entrepreneurship and innovation at 
Arizona State University. She succeeds Ilene 
Kleinsorge, who retired earlier this year after 12 
years as dean.

Montoya oversees a growing college with 
3,900 students seeking business majors, 850 
students pursuing business and entrepre-
neurship minors and more than 800 design 
students. The college moved into a new 
headquarters, the 100,000-square-foot, $55 
million Austin Hall, in fall 2014.

At Arizona State, Montoya sought to advance 
entrepreneurship and innovative collaboration 
across the ASU campuses. She was dean of 
the College of Technology & Innovation there, 
as well as vice provost of ASU’s Polytechnic 
campus. 

“We are very excited about Mitzi joining 
OSU. Her candidacy generated a tremendous 
amount of enthusiasm and excitement across 
the campus community, and I am thrilled that 

Mitzi Montoya named new  
College of Business dean

she will join our leadership team,” said Sabah 
Randhawa, ’81, Oregon State’s provost and 
executive vice president.

“She has a background that dovetails nicely 
with the strengths of OSU’s College of Business 
— including entrepreneurship and innovation 
— and she also has the vision and experience 
to help the college grow in other areas,” Rand-
hawa added. “The college is seeking to expand 
its graduate programs and work more collabo-
ratively with other units on campus, and with 
private, public and non-profit organizations.

Montoya was a professor in the Manage-
ment Department of ASU’s W.P. Carey School of 
Business. She also worked for 15 years at North 
Carolina State University, where she held the 
Zeinak Chair in Marketing and Innovation in the 
Poole College of Management.

Her research has focused on innovation 
processes and strategies, and the role of 
technology in team decision making. She has 
a BS in applied engineering science and a Ph.D. 
in marketing and statistics, both from Michigan 
State University. q
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This issue’s quiz was researched 
by Mike Dicianna, ’12, lead ref-
erence student at OSU Special 
Collections and Archives Research 
Center (SCARC). He writes: “One 
of our most rewarding activities is 
working with researchers and col-
leagues as we sort through boxes 
of archival reference materials in 
the collections. Many times, the 
discovery of a hidden treasure is 
an added bonus. These questions 
reflect some memorable finds 
by SCARC personnel and student 
workers over the years.”

Answers are on page 64.

1. A couple of years ago, Gonzaga University Special Collections 
boasted that its Bing Crosby Collection contained several 
of the famous crooner’s toupees. (That’s him at right, a 
1925 Gonzaga alumnus.) Not to be outdone, the OSU Special 
Collections and Archives Research Center holds some equally 
personal artifacts. Which of the following is in the collection?

A. A lock of Alice Biddle’s hair from the class of 1870

B. OAC President William Jasper Kerr’s fingernail clippings

C. Double Nobel laureate Linus Pauling’s beard from the 
1930s

D. Professor J.B. Horner’s dentures, circa 1915

2. What Oregon State department or school made use of “practice babies” as instruc-
tional tools?

A. The School of Veterinary Medicine used young pigs for the students to learn 
surgical skills during the 1940s and 50s. They were also known as “practice 
porkers” by the students during the period.

B. The School of Home Economics used actual human babies to teach female 
students about child care in the school’s home management houses.

C. The Computer Science Department allowed new student programmers the 
opportunity to debug minor computer programs as training in the 1980s. 
These “baby” programs were not connected to the OSU main frame, 
thankfully.

D. The Oregon Agricultural College Preparatory Department during the 1890s 
referred to young students (basically high school age) with this term.

3. A researcher spent a substantial amount of time in OSU’s collections a few years 
back, and she dedicated the book she wrote with information gleaned from the 
archives to a special Oregon State celebrity, Lady McDuff. Who was this famous 
member of Beaver royalty?

4. Beaver pride is eternal. “Rah, Hoo, Zee ... Rah, Hoo Zee ... Orange, Orange ... O.A.C!” 
Early in the 20th century, students began electing yell kings to lead the rooting 
at events, but sporting events were only one venue for these showings of school 
pride. Where else would OAC students lead cheers?

5. Secret societies at Oregon State? Although not as well known as Skull and Bones 
at Yale, OAC had its share of somewhat secret clubs, societies and organizations. If 
you were a member of Ordo Cochlearis, “The Order of the Spoon,” with whom did 
you associate?

6. Speaking of secret societies, during the 1920s the Hammer and Coffin society was 
a major presence on campus. The organization produced a publication called the 
Orange Owl. What types of articles could one read in the Owl?

Amazing finds in the archives
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A School for the People  
captures OSU memories

Alumni and other friends of OSU will soon have a comprehensive, painstakingly organized and annotated 
“family album” that illustrates the history of their favorite university.

As OSU’s 2018 sesquicentennial draws closer, longtime university archivist Larry Landis has worked with 
the OSU Press to produce A School for the People: A Photographic History of Oregon State University.

 It tells the story of OSU’s nearly 150 years as a land grant institution through more than 500 photographs, 
maps, documents and extensive captions. The hardcover, 10-by-11-inch volume contains more than 500 pho-

tographs and other images in its 352 pages.
Scheduled for release in late October, it can be can be 

preordered at osupress.oregonstate.edu/book/school-
for-people.

While the collection includes some familiar images 
— many iconic Oregon State photographs are featured 
in the book’s capsule history of the university — the 
volume also contains many photos that will be available 
to the public for the first time in A School for the People.

“We house a collection of over 600,000 photographs, 
and probably more than half of them apply directly to 
OSU,” Landis said of the archives. He’s reasonably cer-
tain that some of the images scanned for the book from 
old silver-on-glass-plate negatives are the first positive 
images ever made from those negatives.

 His research was helped by the fact that Oregon State 
was one of the first colleges to offer photography class-
es, in the early 1890s, he said.

“Out of that grew this really nice body of photograph-
ic material,” Landis said. He and others conceived of the 
project about 10 years ago, and early research started in 
2010. It became an official project of the OSU Press and 
started to gain momentum in 2012.

Landis said he and others looked at many other picto-
rial histories of land grant universities for ideas, and he 
came away determined that the narrative and captions 
accompanying the photos would be rich with accurate 
detail.

“That was certainly one of those most difficult things,” 
he said of his work, noting that a single image could 

trigger a complex investigation into exactly what, where and who was involved in the captured scene. At one 
point, before he edited it down a bit, he discovered he had written about 93,000 words for the project. “The 
early history of this university is extremely complicated,” he said.

In-depth chapters focus on themes such as campus development, the growth of academics, the evolution 
of research as a major focus of the university, campus life and organizations, and athletics.

The chapter on athletics is the book’s longest, Landis said, noting that he tried to take a broad and balanced 
view of Oregon State’s sports history. For example, many readers might be surprised to learn that a team of 
Oregon State women competed in basketball years before there was a Beaver men’s team.

Landis called A School for the People a labor of love.
“The primary audience is our alumni ...” he said. “I’m hoping that everyone comes out of this with a deeper 

appreciation for Oregon State University and a better understanding of where it came from — its extremely 
humble beginnings — and its rise from that.” q — Kevin Miller
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Connecting the 
Silicon Shire 

to the Silicon Valley

New nonstop 
EUG to San Jose

Marsh Mud and Mummichogs: An Intimate Natural History of Coastal Georgia (The 
University of Georgia Press) by Evelyn B. Sherr, professor emeritus of the College 
of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences. “This book,” writes Sherr, “is meant to 
give others an understanding of the fascinating life of the region … along the beach-
es of the Georgia Isles.” 

Welcome to Braggsville: A Novel (William Morrow) by T. Geronimo Johnson, a writer 
and core faculty member in the OSU-Cascades Master of Fine Arts in Creative 
Writing program. From the PEN/Faulkner finalist and critically acclaimed author of 
Hold It ’Til It Hurts comes a dark and socially provocative Southern-fried comedy 
about four UC Berkeley students who stage a dramatic protest during a Civil War 
reenactment.

The Courtiers’ Anatomists: Animals and Humans in Louis XIV’s Paris (University of 
Chicago Press) by Anita Guerrini, OSU professor of history. Examining the practice of 
seventeenth-century anatomy, Guerrini reveals how anatomy and natural history 
were connected through animal dissection and vivisection.

Breakthrough Branding: Positioning Your Library to Survive and Thrive (American Li-
brary Association) by Suzanne Walters and Kent Jackson, ’80. Experienced market-
ers and branding consultants Walters and Jackson offer advice regarding the art and 
science of library branding, advocacy, ethical considerations, marketing manage-
ment and evaluation. 

Building Soil: A Down-to-Earth Approach: Natural Solutions for Better Gardens & 
Yards (Cool Springs Press), by Elizabeth Murphy, former agricultural extension agent 
and faculty instructor for the OSU Extension’s Small Farms Program. Practical infor-
mation about methods of fertilizing, tilling, weed management and irrigation to put 
healthy, organic soil within everyone’s reach. 

A Man for All Seasons: Monroe Sweetland and the Liberal Paradox (OSU Press) by 
William G. Robbins, emeritus distinguished professor of history at OSU. Robbins’ 
portrait is a holistic view of Sweetland, who was the most important person in the 
resurgence of the modern, liberal Oregon Democratic Party from the late 1940s to 
the 1960s.

Perfect: The Rise and Fall of John Paciorek, Baseball’s Greatest One-Game Wonder 
(Breakaway Books), by Steven K. Wagner, ’75. For anyone who loves the game of 
baseball: nostalgia for older fans, a bit of trivia brought fully to life, and a story of 
hope and inspiration for young players.

James A. Garfield: Leading America from Frontier to Empire (Nova Science Publish-
ers) by Barbara Bennett Peterson, ’64. Peterson was a courtesy professor of history 
at OSU when she began editing a series of biographies titled First Men, America’s 
Presidents. She authors this volume (as well as others in the 40-book series) with 
an expansive review of the abbreviated term of office of James Garfield.

“IN PRINT” items were written by alumni, faculty and friends of OSU. A 
similar listing appears on page 55 in the “Published” subsection of the 

“Of note” section.

Noted publications by Beavers and friends
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OSU history Professor Christopher McKnight Nichols has been elected to life membership 
on the prestigious Council on Foreign Relations.

Nichols, an assistant professor in the School of History, Philosophy, and Religion in 
OSU’s College of Liberal Arts, is an expert on U.S. history and its relationship to the rest of 
the world, particularly in the areas of isolationism, internationalism and globalization.

The Council on Foreign Relations, founded in 1921, is an independent, nonpartisan 
organization that helps government, civic and religious leaders, business executives, 
educators and students better understand the world and foreign policy issues. It includes 
government officials, scholars, business executives, journalists, lawyers and nonprofit 
professionals.

“This comes as a surprise and is a humbling honor,” Nichols said. “Outside of the 
government, this is the highest level of conversation and access that you can have about 
foreign policy.”

Membership in the council offers the opportunity to meet shapers of foreign relations 
from the U.S. and around the world; contribute to discussions on contemporary topics 
by providing historical perspective and sparking new questions; and participate in task 
forces and other activities. Nichols said he also hopes to identify ways to connect some 
of today’s most pressing subjects and policies, and the people who influence them, with 
his students and the OSU community.

“When I’m able to Skype with or bring in a visiting scholar or diplomat, it makes the 
issues more real and relevant to the students,” Nichols said. “When they’re able to speak 
with people who have been on the ground in a country where genocide occurred, it 
brings those concerns home to provoke new ways of thinking and relating past events 
with the present as well as the future.”

OSU history professor elected to Council on Foreign Relations

One of the ocean’s oddest little creatures, 
the seahorse, is providing inspiration for 
robotics researchers as they learn from 
nature how to build robots that have 
capabilities sometimes at odds with one 
another — flexible, but also tough and 
strong.

Their findings, published in the jour-
nal Science, outline the virtues of the 
seahorse’s unusual skeletal structure, 
including a tail in which a vertebral col-
umn is surrounded by square bony plates. 
These systems may soon help create 
technology that offers new approaches 
to surgery, search and rescue missions or 
industrial applications.

Although technically a fish, the seahorse 
has a tail that through millions of years 

of evolution has largely lost the ability to 
assist the animal in swimming. Instead, it 
provides a strong, energy-efficient grasp-
ing mechanism to cling to things such as 
seaweed or coral reefs, waiting for food to 
float by that it can suck into its mouth.

At the same time, the square structure 
of the tail provides flexibility, so the tail 
can bend and twist and naturally return to 
its former shape better than the cylin-
drical tail of other animals. This helps the 
seahorse hide, easily bide its time while 
food floats to it, and it provides excellent 
crushing resistance — making the animal 
difficult for predators to eat.

“Human engineers tend to build things 
that are stiff so they can be controlled 
easily,” said Ross Hatton, an assistant 
professor in the College of Engineering at 
Oregon State University, and a co-author 
on the study. “But nature makes things 
just strong enough not to break, and then 
flexible enough to do a wide range of 
tasks. That’s why we can learn a lot from 
animals that will inspire the next genera-
tions of robotics.”

Hatton said biological systems can 
combine both control and flexibility, and 
researchers gravitated to the seahorse 
simply because it was so unusual. They 

theorized that the square structure of 
its tail, so rare in nature, must serve a 
purpose.

“We found that this square architecture 
provides adequate dexterity and a tough 
resistance to predators, but also that it 
tends to snap naturally back into place 
once it’s been twisted and deformed,” 
Hatton said. “This could be very useful 
for robotics applications that need to be 
strong, but also energy-efficient and able 
to bend and twist in tight spaces.”

Such applications, he said, might in-
clude laparoscopic surgery, in which a ro-
botic device could offer enhanced control 
and flexibility as it enters a body, moves 
around organs and bones, and then has 
the strength to accomplish a surgical task. 
It could find uses in industrial systems, 
search and rescue robots, or anything that 
needs to be both resilient and flexible.

Collaborators on the study included 
corresponding author Michael Porter from 
Clemson University; Ghent University in 
Belgium; and the University of California 
at San Diego. The work was supported by 
the National Science Foundation, the Air 
Force Office of Scientific Research, and 
the Agency for Innovation by Science and 
Technology.

Tough tail of a seahorse may provide robotic solutions

Photo by Dominique Adriaens, Ghent University

Christopher McKnight Nichols addresses an 
OSU Foundation audience at the Oregon His-
torical Society in Portland. (Photo by Hannah 
O’Leary)
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Sept. 4 Weber State  #BeaverSalute

Sept. 19 San Jose State  

Sept. 25 Stanford Wear Orange

Oct. 24 Colorado

Nov.  7 UCLA

Nov. 21 Washington 

Wear WhiteSept. 19 San Jose State  Wear White

Wear Black

Fan Choice

Fan Choice

GEAR UP TODAY AT A RETAILER NEAR YOU.




