
A N D E R S E N :  
Be aggressive and focused,  
but don’t be ‘football robots’

By Kip Carlson | Photos by Hannah O’Leary
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Gary Andersen had it all planned out.
Play two years at Utah. Play a bunch of years in the National 

Football League. �en go into coaching.
“So I was in physical education forever,” Oregon State’s new 

head football coach recalls of his college path. Until he suffered a 
knee injury midway through his junior season.

“I decided ‘I’m going to keep playing this thing out,’ but I 
guess I learned how fragile this crazy game of football could be, 
because I’d never been hurt — ever,” Andersen said. “So that 
changed my mindset a little bit to say, ‘Okay, now you’re sure 
you want to coach?’

“I thought I did, but I didn’t want to put myself in a situation to 
say that’s all I can do. So I took a political science class.”

�e material interested him and helped him connect with his 
father, Phil Andersen, a World War II veteran. It also broadened 
his horizon as he lobbied for bills in the Utah Legislature as part 
of his studies. It was the sort of academic adventure that could 
make his mother, Bobbi Andersen — with a doctorate degree in 
education — proud.

Andersen switched his major to political science and earned 
his bachelor’s degree in that discipline.

�at sort of undergraduate flexibility is just the kind of life 
exploration he wants to encourage among his players. At 51, he 
became OSU’s head football coach in December after Mike Riley, 
the Beavers’ coach for 14 of the past 18 seasons, surprised Bea-
ver Nation by accepting a similar position at Nebraska.

Andersen had been head coach at Wisconsin the previous two 
seasons, guiding the Badgers to the Big Ten championship game 

in 2014; he was also head coach at Utah State from 2009-2012 
and Southern Utah in 2003. He has been an assistant at Utah, 
Northern Arizona, Idaho State and Ricks College.

In Oregon State, Andersen saw one of the small-town gems 
of college football, conducive to running a values-centered 
program, the kind that encourages student-athletes to empha-
size the “student” aspect as much as the “athlete.” Riley built 
a national reputation for developing young men as people, not 
just players. �at will continue under Andersen but he brings his 
own style to the process, with a commitment to seeing that the 
Beavers integrate into broader campus life.

In Andersen’s programs, players are coached to set goals in 
three areas: academic, social and athletic. He says that when 
coaches and players get together to set those goals, there’s one 
thing he notices without fail.

“One of the first things the kids come out and say for a social 
goal is, ‘I want to be able to get to know a range of people out-
side of football,’” Andersen said. “And it came up again when we 
came to Oregon State. It’s just amazing.”

It’s a goal supported by his staff. �ey find ways to create time 
for players to be involved in activities, whether it be a campus 
club, a community service project or some other pursuit.

“We encourage them to get out of their shell,” Andersen 
said. “Go to a movie, go to this event. If it’s a career night, go to 
career night.

New football head coach Gary Andersen has expectations and a plan.
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“Go out and meet some people. It 
doesn’t have to be just tagged ‘athletics’ 
for you to be able to go.”

Andersen wants his players to develop 
relationships across campus and the 
broader community.

“Community service is so important,” 
he said. “Community service is just as 
invaluable for our kids as it is for the 
people we’re trying to go out and be 
involved with. �e valuable lessons these 
kids learn from being in those situations 
— those are life lessons you can’t learn in 
the classroom.

“You can coach football for 100 years 
and they’re never going to learn those life 
lessons (on the field). We want them to be 
people; we don’t want them to be football 
robots by any stretch of the imagination.”

Andersen sees Oregon State and 
Corvallis as the ideal place to run such 
a program. �e OSU job had been on 
his radar for years, since his days in the 
mid-’90s as an assistant at Utah when he 
battled the Beavers in recruiting. When 

Utah joined the Pac-12 Conference, his 
old colleagues at that school got even 
more insight into Oregon State, and what 
Andersen heard from them impressed him 
even more.

“So it was just continually always kind 
of out there as a place that was very, very 
intriguing,” said Andersen, whose chil-
dren spent their college years in a similar 
atmosphere at Utah State. “I love this type 
of college setting.”

�e college-town feel of Corvallis and 
Oregon State helped him assemble a top-
flight coaching staff, long on Division I ex-
perience; he raves about the way Beaver 
Nation stepped forward to embrace his 
assistants and their families and help with 
their transition to a new home. His enthu-
siasm for his new school and community 
will be an advantage in recruiting.

“Socially, it’s a great environment: 
there’s a great mix between the stu-
dent-athletes and the rest of the student 
population — which isn’t always there,” 
Andersen said. “Academically, it has 

limited distractions. College is college. 
You’re going to come here and hone in 
on whatever that may be, as a person, 
as a student-athlete, or as a student. 
And athletically, you’re playing at the 
highest level.

“I completely believe in it and I think it’s 
a special thing, something that’s distinc-
tive in our conference. �ere are few 
places like this in the Pac-12. And it’s fun 
to be different.”

While Oregon Staters have long held 
that Corvallis’ location and size are part of 
their school’s charm, national media tend 
to promote a narrative that those factors 
make it hard to recruit 17- and 18-year-
olds to OSU — and thus, the Beavers 
can’t really expect to rise too high on the 
conference or national levels.

�at makes Andersen bristle.

Spring practice gives Andersen and his staff 
the relief of finally being able to get out on 
Prothro Field and work with the team.
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“Number one, I try not to listen to anything negative 
or positive in the media; I block it out as much as I can,” 
he said. “But you’re right — it is definitely out there. 
For us, as a football team, that should be an edge. �at 
should really drive us, that should make us more hungry 
and understand that we can and we will get this done, 
and we’ll get ourselves in position to be able to compete 
for championships in the Pac-12.

“But just you saying that to me, that fires me up. It 
makes me feel like, ‘Wait and see.’”

He won’t offer a time frame or predict wins and losses 
for a given season, but he says he doesn’t merely think 
his Beavers will succeed — he knows they will.

“I know our philosophy and our plan work,” Andersen 
said. “We have to go out and recruit the right kids, and 
it’s a great place for them to be able to do it.

“�ere is no ceiling (on what OSU can accomplish). I 
guess my response to those people (who say otherwise) 
is, ‘Tell me why. Because you don’t like this kind of col-
lege setting? You’d rather be at SC? Or Arizona State? 
�at’s okay, too. But don’t tell me we can’t because we 
like where we are.’”

And as he looks out his office window into Reser 
Stadium on a sunny afternoon, it’s apparent that when 
Andersen says he likes where he is, it’s not just an old 
political science grad being politically correct. q

Immediately below: �e coach checks in with center Isaac Seumalo. Bottom: 
Installing a new offense, defense and everything else requires a lot of pointing.



While the head 
coach is the face 
and guiding force 
of a college football 
program, much of the 
strategy is devised 
by the offensive 
and defensive 
coordinators. A quick 
look at the men Gary 
Andersen hired for 
those positions, both 
of whom he has 
coached with before:

Coordinators well-versed in Andersen’s approach

KALANI SITAKE
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH / DEFENSIVE 
COORDINATOR: 
Andersen hired Sitake away from Pac-12 foe 
Utah, where Andersen had coached with him. 
Sitake had been with the Utes for 10 years, 
including being assistant head coach for the 
last three of those seasons; he was defensive 
coordinator during that time and for three 
more seasons before that.

Prior to being at Utah, Sitake coached at 
Eastern Arizona, Brigham Young and Southern 
Utah. In his career, he has coached running 
backs, tight ends, the offensive line and line-
backers; he played fullback at Brigham Young.

“My offensive background is a huge influ-
ence for me as a defensive coach,” Sitake told 
the Corvallis Gazette-Times. “I kind of see 
things from a different perspective where I’ve 
had an opportunity to coach on both sides of 
the ball and as a coordinator I try to establish a 
little different perspective than most coordi-
nators do, just pulling from my background as 
a player and as a coach.”

As far as a defensive style, Sitake told the 
G-T it depends on the abilities of his players, 
and who they’re trying to defend.

“I’m going to do what’s best for our team,” 
Sitake told the paper. “We’re going to have the 
best 11 on field at a time, depending on who 
we’re defending. So that’s going to be our goal 
and that may include playing some three-man 
front, some off-front. It may include playing 
some four-man front. I’ve always believed in 
doing both.” 

DAVE BALDWIN 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Baldwin’s latest stop was three years as of-
fensive coordinator at Colorado State, where 
he also worked with tight ends and quarter-
backs. But his experience running offenses 
goes much further: he also served as offensive 
coordinator on Andersen’s staff at Utah State 
and at New Mexico, Michigan State, Baylor 
and Cincinnati. He was head coach at San 
Jose State for four years and at Cal State-
Northridge for a year and also has coached at 
Stanford.

After watching former OSU head coach Mike 
Riley’s pro-style, huddle-up offense, Beaver 
fans will see a different look this fall. Instead 
of a strong-armed quarterback dropping back 
to pass, expect to see the signal-caller take off 
with the ball more often.

“Faster pace at the line of scrimmage, no-
huddle, huddle some. Change the tempo,” is 
how Baldwin described his philosophy to the 
Corvallis Gazette-Times. “We’ll run some read 
option with the quarterback. Hopefully we’re 
capable of doing that and spread it out and do 
what a lot of these people in this conference 
are already doing with maybe more tight ends 
and different personnel shifts and motions 
than what they’re doing.”

Like Kalani Sitake, though, Baldwin will 
adapt based on the situation.

“I think everything revolves around what 
your personnel is and if we are talented at that 
position, then we can utilize them,” he told 
the G-T. “If we don’t, we can go to more two-
backs and four wideouts, that type of deal. 
It all depends on how our breakdown comes 
down in spring and into fall camp as to how 
we evolve.”
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Are you going to an away 
game this football season? 
Mark your calendar and 
preregister for the official 
tailgaters of Beaver Nation.

 9/12  Michigan Wolverines

 10/10  Arizona Wildcats

 10/17  Washington State Cougars

 10/31  Utah Utes

 11/14  California Golden Bears

 Cost: $30 OSUAA members

  $45 non-members

  $15 youth (ages 12-18)

  FREE children (under 12)

Presented by the OSU Alumni Association and Our Beaver Nation.
Preregistration is required. Visit osualum.com/tailgaters to make reservations beginning May 1.

NEW YEAR
NEW COACH
NEW STYLE

S P R I N G  2 0 1 5 5 3

Beaver wrestling claimed its fourth straight Pac-12 title on March 1. �e Beavers led wire-to-wire and outscored runner-up Arizona State 139.5-107 
for the sixth conference title in coach Jim Zalesky’s nine seasons as their coach. �ey also qualified seven individuals for the NCAA Championships.
“We competed hard and we competed well,” Zalesky said. “We only had two guys who were at Pac-12’s last year.” (Photo by Dave Nishitani)



Legendary Beaver football player Bill 
“Earthquake” Enyart, ’69, died Feb. 10 
after a battle with cancer. Born in 1947 in 
Pawhuska, Okla., he was 67.

Enyart graduated from Medford High 
School, helping the Black Tornado to a 
state title. He played varsity football for 
the Beavers from 1966-68 and was a key 
part of the iconic 1967 “Giant Killers,” who 
went 7-2-1 with victories over then-No. 1 
USC and then-No. 2 Purdue and a tie with 
then-No. 2 UCLA. 

Enyart was inducted into the College 
Football Hall of Fame in 2011, joining Heis-
man Trophy winner Terry Baker as the 
only Beaver players to be so enshrined. 
He also was a member of one of the first 
teams to be inducted into the OSU Sports 
Hall of Fame in 1991.

“As a person, no one was more con-
cerned, considerate and friendly,” Eny-
art’s teammate Steve Preece, ’69, said. 
“He was before his time as an advocate 
and activist; a brilliant mind. He always 
seemed to have a great idea that we’d 

all wait to hear ... Earthquake epitomized 
team first, unselfish football.”

Enyart earned first team All-America 
honors in 1968 and First Team Pacific-8 
Conference honors in ’67 and ’68. He also 
was a standout in the classroom and was 
twice named an Academic All-America.

He rushed for 2,155 yards, seventh-
most ever by a Beaver, and still holds 
single game rushing records for yards 
(299) and carries (50) against Utah on 
Sept. 28, 1968. In that same season he 
also tied a school record with four rush-
ing touchdowns at Kentucky.

Enyart, whose other nickname was 
“Buffalo Bill” because he ran with the 
power of a buffalo, played two seasons in 
the NFL before an injury ended his career 
in 1971. For most of his life following his 
football career, he lived in Bend and was 
a case worker for the state. He is survived 
by his mother, Betty Enyart-Harty; chil-
dren Ben and Eliza; sisters, Marcia Shuch 
and Jodi Hines; and his former wife, 
JoAnn Grant. q

RIP Bill Enyart: Beaver Nation loses one of its best

Photo by Dennis Wolverton

5 4 O R E G O N  S T A T E R 

With his dad, all-time OSU great Gary Payton, often urging him on at courtside, Gary Payton II had a fine season and was conference defensive 
player of the year. �e Beaver men went 17-14, much better than anyone expected in Coach Wayne Tinkle’s first year. (Photo by Hannah O’Leary)



 It’s not often that unveiling a $42 million project isn’t the big 
story of the day, but that was the case at Oregon State on 
December 10.

�at’s the day OSU announced Gary Andersen would be 
its new football coach, and the news came shortly after the 
Beavers wrapped up a news conference announcing a major ex-
pansion and renovation of the Valley Football Center.

�e project that will reshape the north end zone seats and 
structures will begin after the 2015 season and is scheduled for 
completion by the 2016 season.

�e work will add 55,000 square feet to Valley Football 
Center, which opened in 1991 and was renovated in 1996.�e 
football locker room, equipment room and athletic training 
facility will be expanded, and the seating at the north end of the 
stadium will be reconfigured.

“Our plan to expand the Valley Football Center is not about all 
of us here today,” OSU Director of Athletics Bob De Carolis said 
at the press conference announcing the expansion plans. “It’s 
about the people and the OSU tradition that have come before 
us. It’s about the present. It’s about the student-athletes who 
will walk through these doors in the future.

“It’s about the OSU football program. And making the pro-
gram better. It’s about being bold. Competing. And winning. �e 
right way. �e Beaver Nation way.”

OSU President Ed Ray forcefully expressed his commitment to 

keeping OSU’s football program competitive in the tough Pac-12 
Conference.

“Whether it’s excellence in leadership and teaching, research 
or service to Oregon — or competing in OSU athletics — we are 
not done; the best is yet to come,” Ray said. “When I view the 
plans for the expansion of the Valley Football Center and the 
work we are doing in Reser Stadium, I have one thing to say to 
those teams who will come here to play us: ‘�is is our house. 
So you better bring your ‘A’ game!’” 

�e VFC expansion is just one of several construction or 
renovation jobs involving Oregon State athletic facilities to be 
completed recently or scheduled for the coming months.

�is spring, an addition to Goss Stadium at Coleman Field 
provided the OSU baseball team with the new Jacoby Ellsbury 
Locker Room, named for the former Beaver outfielder-turned-
major-leaguer, who donated $1 million toward it. �e building 
also includes an expanded equipment room and team meeting 
space and is topped by Banners, a party deck from which fans 
can watch games.

�e Bud and Maxine Ossey Golf Center was dedicated in Janu-
ary. �e 2,500-square-foot facility located on the second floor 
of Gill Coliseum, features two driving bays, a 1,500-square-foot 
putting surface, the latest golf training technology, and a team 
lounge where OSU golfers can meet and study.

�e Whyte Track and Field Center, opened in 2013 with the 
required facilities for competition, will soon be more of a sta-
dium, with a grandstand, press box, restrooms, scoreboard and 
other amenities. Construction on the additions is to begin this 
year so the facility will be ready when OSU hosts the 2017 Pac-
12 Championships.q

Beavers build so Beaver athletes can compete

Photo by Dennis Wolverton
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Coach Pat Casey’s OSU baseball team gets in some late-winter practice 
as workers put the finishing touches on improvements to Goss Stadium, 
which were partly underwritten with a $1 million gift from OSU baseball 
great and major leaguer Jacoby Ellsbury. (Photo by Hannah O’Leary)


