
UPCOMING
EVENTS

Mark your calendars, Beaver Nation.

State of the University 
Bend | � e Riverhouse Hotel and Convention Center
April 30
Join Oregon State University President Edward J. Ray as 
he provides a compelling institutional update. He will 
also highlight OSU-Cascades’ expansion to a four-year 
university in Central Oregon. 
More information at osualum.com/soubend. 

Spring Awards 
Corvallis | CH2M HILL Alumni Center
April 24
Join us in honoring three outstanding members of Beaver 
Nation: David Andersen, Sandy Campbell and Dr. Ken Johnson. 
For details and registration information, visit
osualum.com/springawards.

OSU Community 
Day of Service 
Nationwide 
May 16
Take the giving spirit of Beaver Nation to your community 
by improving a favorite park, volunteering at a community 
organization or participating in a variety of other service 
projects.
Find a time and place near you at osualum.com/service.

Golden Jubilee
Corvallis | CH2M HILL Alumni Center
June 5 to 6
� is prestigious reunion welcomes the classes of 1965, 
1960, 1950, 1945 and 1940 back to Corvallis to reconnect 
with classmates and tour campus.
Full details and registration information at 
osualum.com/reunions.

Game Watches
Nationwide
Beginning Sept. 5
Gather with fans and alumni to cheer on the Beavs no 
matter where you live. 
We’re always seeking sites and volunteers. More 
information at osualum.com/gamewatch.

Are you receiving the latest information about OSUAA events? If not, please 
visit osualum.com/address and update your contact information.

Hello, Beavers! 

When beavers build a dam in the wild, they help increase bio-
diversity and improve the overall quality of their environment. 
If you think about it, Oregon Staters are a lot like our furry name-
sakes: Making a difference in the world is part of our DNA.

Maybe, in part, it’s attending a land grant institution that 
instills this spirit of service. Oregon State University is dedicated 
to serving the educational needs of the people and contributing 
to their social and economic well-being. Beavers understand the 
importance of paying it forward through donations and volun-
teer service.

Gifts to the alumni association’s scholarship fund can help 
deserving students get the education they need to fulfill their 
dreams. Here’s what Ann Bernert, a senior and OSUAA scholar-
ship winner, had to say: “It is incredibly humbling recognizing 
that whatever accomplishments I could obtain are all due to the 
support of the alumni association. No one can do great things 
alone, it is the generosity and support of the people around us.”

Our mutual spirit of service is behind the alumni association’s 
OSU Community Day of Service. On Saturday, May 16, hundreds 
of alumni, students, faculty, staff and friends will come together 
to work on service projects. �is year’s list includes cleanups 
around the state of Oregon, a return to the Idaho Veteran’s Home 
and much more. To learn more, visit osualum.com/service.

Whether making a donation or sharing your time, we know 
that making a difference is good for us! According to a study by 
Harvard Business School, giving/volunteering makes us happy 
and healthy. OSU pharmacy students obviously know this. 
During the first week of March, nearly 40 of them journeyed to 
Eugene to help the University of Oregon with a mass vaccination 
effort designed to help protect the students from meningitis. 

As President Ed Ray states (see his “Ed Said” column on page 
6): “I would ask our alums to make their own decisions about 
how they want to donate their time or their philanthropy or 
whatever … but make a difference in the world. Count for some-
thing. Be somebody’s support.”

Whether you participate in a group on a thoughtful, organized 
community project, or supply a student with a scholarship, you 
are making a difference, and that is the true Beaver spirit!

Kathy Bickel
Executive director, OSUAA
Vice president of alumni relations, OSU

Director’s Cut: No matter how, just serve

Kathy Bickel , left, and 1981 alumna Debra Luster work in Corvallis dur-
ing the 2014 OSU Community Day of Service. (Photo by Bret Lorimore)

“We make a living by 
what we get, but we 
make a life by what 
we give.”

- Winston Churchill
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James H. Rudd, 
’06(H), has received 
�e OSU Founda-
tion’s highest honor, 
the Lifetime Trustee 
Award.

CEO and principal of 
Ferguson Wellman Capital Management, 
he was a foundation trustee from 1993 to 
2007, serving as chair when the univer-
sity publicly launched its first comprehen-
sive fundraising campaign. Rudd, of Lake 
Oswego, co-chaired a committee guiding 
�e Campaign for OSU, which concluded 
at the end of 2014 after raising $1.14 bil-
lion to support university priorities. �e 
OSU Alumni Association named Rudd an 
honorary alumnus in 2006. 

Suzanne Phelps McGrath, ’70, and Bernard K. 
McGrath, ’70, are this year’s recipients of the 
Martin Chaves Lifetime Achievement Award from 
OSU Athletics.

�e award honors the legacy of Chaves, who 
was captain of the 1942 Rose Bowl team and be-
came an influential booster in various fundrais-
ing activities.

In addition to being loyal supporters of OSU football, the McGraths, of Portland, made 
an especially significant impact as volunteer fundraisers for the renovation of Goss 
Stadium and the creation of the Pat Casey Baseball Endowment. Both have served on 
numerous OSU boards. Bernie McGrath, who is retired from a teaching career with the 
Tigard-Tualatin School District, is vice president of the Our Beaver Nation advisory board. 
Sue McGrath is president of Vision Capital Management.

Dr. Ken Johnson, a Corvallis dentist, is this year’s recipient of the 
alumni association’s highest honor for those who are not Oregon 
State alumni, the Joan Austin Honorary Alumni Award. Formally 
known simply as the Honorary Alumni Award, the honor is being 
renamed this year for Austin, the late Newberg philanthropist, who 
was the first to receive it in 2005.

Johnson, who spent much of his 42-year career performing 
public service dentistry around the world, started the OSU Pre-dental Club 46 years 
ago He has mentored more than 2,000 OSU science students with internships and 
pre-dental classes.

After retiring from his practice in 2007, he established a program to provide free den-
tal care to low-income children and their families at the Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis. He 
also established a scholarship for OSU students who are active in the Pre-dental Club.

David Andersen, ’80, 
is this year’s recipi-
ent of the Jean & C.H. 
“Scram” Graham 
Leadership Award. 
Named for a former 
alumni director and 

his wife — who worked and volunteered 
on behalf of the association and OSU for 
almost their entire lives — the award 
honors individuals who give exemplary 
service to the alumni association.

Andersen, of Portland, is president of 
Andersen Construction Co. He served for 
many years on the alumni association’s 
board of directors and was its president in 
2008-2009.

He also is a member of the College of 
Engineering’s Academy of Distinguished 
Engineers and the Dean’s Circle of Excel-
lence in the College of Business.

Harold Ashford, ’72, 
has received the 
alumni association’s 
Dan Poling Service 
Award, an honor 
named for an influ-
ential dean of men 

who served the university for more than 
five decades. Head of a Bend accounting 
firm and a 1972 Oregon State alumnus, 
Ashford serves as an OSU Foundation 
trustee and helped to build relation-
ships between leaders in Central Oregon 
and OSU-Cascades. �e rapidly grow-
ing branch campus is expanding from a 
two-year degree completion program to a 
four-year university and will enroll its first 
freshmen this fall.

At two galas — one held in February in Scottsdale, Ariz., and the other scheduled for April 24 at the CH2M 
HILL Alumni Center on campus — OSU Athletics, the OSU Foundation and the OSU Alumni Association are 
bestowing their highest honors upon six Beavers and one dedicated friend. �e honorees include:

High honors granted to six alumni, one great friend

Rudd, the McGraths and Ashford were honored in February at a gala during the 
Destination OSU weekend in Scottsdale, Ariz.

Anderson, Campbell and Johnson will be recognized at the alumni association’s 
Spring Awards Celebration April 24 at the CH2M HILL Alumni Center on campus. 
Tickets are available at osualum.com/events.

Sandra Marshall 
Campbell, ’85, is 
this year’s recipient 
of the E.B. Lemon 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award, named for an 
alumnus, teacher, 

dean and volunteer leader who gave more 
than 70 years of service to the univer-
sity. �e Lemon award honors those who 
exemplify the service, generosity and 
success epitomized by its namesake. 

Campbell, a registered nurse, and her 
husband, veterinarian Scott Campbell, 
’80, ’85, founded and grew the Banfield 
Pet Hospitals into an operation with nearly 
900 franchises in the U.S., Mexico and the 
United Kingdom. She founded the Banfield 
Charitable Trust, an international philan-
thropic force on behalf of helping people 
under duress maintain their relationships 
with their pets.

�e Campbells are among the universi-
ty’s most generous benefactors, and they 
serve on multiple public service boards.

When they sold the business in 2007, 
they retired to a large working ranch 
in Silvies Valley near Burns in Eastern 
Oregon, and are partly transforming it 
into an “eco-resort.” q
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Alumni travelers 
learn, have fun 
on trip to Cuba

No place in the world is quite like Cuba. To Americans, 
it is remarkably close, yet as distant as any foreign 
land due to the embargo. Few Americans have traveled 
there since the 1960s, but it’s still possible to visit. 

�e OSU Alumni Association’s Beavers Abroad 
program sponsored a trip to Cuba in February, and I 
was fortunate to join 12 others exploring the country 
on a “People to People” exchange (one of the few 
ways one can travel to Cuba legally). Rather than go-
ing to tourist destinations, we got an education. �e 
association took care of every detail in planning the 
trip so the group could focus on the experience, shar-
ing it with traveling companions equally interested in 
exploring a part of the globe that has been off limits 
for a long time. 

What we got was an opportunity to see how people 
in Cuba are living — visiting a school for the arts, get-
ting the insider’s view of Old Havana from an architect 
restoring the Spanish colonial-era buildings, hearing 
musicians play the Cuban songs that our parents and 
grandparents listened to, visiting a tobacco farm and 
puffing on a Cuban cigar — “forbidden fruit” to Ameri-
cans — and, of course, riding around in “Yank tanks,” 
the Fords, Chevys, Plymouths and other American cars 
built in the 1940s and ’50s that somehow still look 
new as they cruise the streets of Havana. Cubans can 
use their personal vehicles as taxis to make a living, 
so most of the old cars are in excellent condition, or at 
least kept running by a combination of ingenuity and 
force of will.

Traveling around the country, the thing that kept 
coming back to me was that the past is ever present 
in Cuba. �e old buildings, the old songs, the old cars, 
the old images of American celebrities (even a few 
gangsters) that hang in the beautiful National Hotel, 
the old images of communism as the pathway to vic-
tory — these things are inescapable.

Part of this is manufactured nostalgia, sold at every 
possible place that foreigners might visit. (�e com-
munists certainly know how to make a buck, selling 
cigars, rum and images of Che Guevara on just about 
everything.) But this love of the past is also very real. 
Everyone we met — the musicians, artists, farmers, 
community organizers and activists, and our wonder-
ful Cuban guide, Giovanni — spoke with great pride 
about their country’s past, its history, its rich cultural 
legacy. �ey adamantly seek to preserve these things 
even as they look forward to a new day that will bring 
great changes, including normal relations with the 
United States, an end to the embargo and ease of 
travel between the two countries. 

�ough we had come from a nation that has made 
life more difficult for the Cuban people, everyone we 
met welcomed us, as individuals and as representa-
tives of a country they would like to be closer to. As 
one person said, “Our countries were friends once. We 
can and will be again.” q

David Bernell is an assistant professor in the OSU 
School of Public Policy. He served as a host on the 
alumni association trip to Cuba. For more information 
on the OSUAA Beavers Abroad program, visit  
osualum.com/travel.

By David Bernell

David Beach, ’67, David Crowell, ’86, ’87, and Bruce Martin, 
’77, make a familiar sign on the plaza in front of the Cathedral 
of the Virgin Mary of the Immaculate Conception of Havana. 
(Photo by David Bernell)
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Alumni and friends have a great time supporting 
our students, attending alumni association 
events and traveling the world with alumni 
tours. To join in, visit osualum.com/events or 
osualum.com/travel.

Beavers
having fun

� e association held “photos with Benny” events at the Keizer and 
Portland Beaver Stores. 

OSUAA staff  went to Scottsdale, Ariz., to hold a tailgater prior to a
Beaver baseball game. 

Ken Austin, ’54, speaks at the Oregon Historical Society during a cele-
bration of the release of his autobiography, co-published by the OSUAA. 

President Ed Ray, OSUAA Executive Director Kathy Bickel and the OSU 
band celebrate at the State of the University event in Portland. 

Beaver fans draw media attention at an OSUAA gathering during the 
Pac-12 Women’s Basketball Tournament in Seattle.
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OREGON
CALIFORNIA
PORTLAND
SEATTLE 
BOISE 

Beaver Nation Near You
Spring and summer are the seasons of sun, which means 
more opportunities with Beaver Nation. Festivals, picnics, 
golf outings and nights at the ballpark are just a few of the 
events around you.

See what’s happening in your area:
osualum.com/Oregon osualum.com/Seattle
osualum.com/California  osualum.com/Boise
osualum.com/Portland 
Or call 1-877-678-2837.

Matt Fenstermaker has been 
hired to be the OSU Alumni 
Association’s first early engage-
ment director, developing, lead-
ing and overseeing programs 
related to current OSU students.

He will collaborate with col-
leagues on and off campus to 
connect with student leaders 
and groups and will advise the 
Student Alumni Ambassadors. 

Fenstermaker is a gradu-
ate assistant with the Office of 
Scholarships at Indiana Univer-

sity, a student leadership intern in IU’s Student Life and Learning 
division and a volunteer for the IU Student Foundation. He has 
extensive experience directing and leading student outreach 
efforts, programming and advising at Fordham University and at 
�e Ohio State University. He will soon earn a master’s degree 
in higher education and student affairs and is looking forward to 
starting at OSUAA in mid-May.

“As the first person in this position I am excited and optimis-
tic,” Fenstermaker said. “Based on my interactions thus far with 
the alumni association and Oregon State University ... I see an 
opportunity to do something that has never been done before.

“�is allows for greater creativity and limitless possibilities. 

Leader hired for OSUAA student outreach
With the support of my colleagues, faculty, staff and friends of 
the university, I look forward to working together to strengthen 
the Oregon State network as we refine what it means to be a 
member of this community.”

He will lead efforts to get students more involved in a broad 
array of projects and activities, ranging from Homecoming to 
travel to diversity efforts, and will pay special attention to help-
ing ensure that students become active, engaged alumni as soon 
as they graduate.

“We are all excited about this new program that will work to 
nurture our Beaver student community,” said Kathy Bickel, ex-
ecutive director of the OSUAA and OSU’s vice president of alumni 
relations.

“�e lifelong relationship with Oregon State University begins 
when students get to campus. Matt is an excellent person for 
this job, as he has had a depth and breadth of alumni and stu-
dent cultivation experience.”

Much of Fenstermaker's work will be in encouraging current 
students to be involved in appropriate ways in the wide array 
of programs and services the association offers on campus and 
around the world. For example, he will work with the associa-
tion’s director of alumni career services, Jennifer Edwards, 
to increase student involvement in some of the association’s 
career-building activities. Similarly, as the association’s regional 
directors plan alumni activities away from Corvallis, Fenster-
maker will work to get students involved whenever practical. q
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