
Linda M. Gadsby ‘88 is Vice President and Deputy General 
Counsel at Scholastic Inc., the world’s largest publisher and 
distributor of children’s books.  She has been with the Company 
since 1997.  In her current role, Linda advises the Company’s 
Management Executive Team members regularly, is responsible 
for handling all labor and employment law matters, serves as 
the primary attorney for the Company’s Education, Book Fairs, 
and National Service Organization divisions, handles the 
Company’s immigration and employee benefits law areas, and 
serves on the Company’s Administrative Committee.  Linda 
values giving back to her community, especially in support of 
youth, education, and women.  She is a member of numerous 
community service organizations, including Delta Sigma Theta 

Sorority, Inc, The Links, Inc., and Jack and Jill of America, Inc..   

Linda is also an active alumni leader at her alma maters: Cornell University, where she serves on 
the Board of Trustees, NYU School of Law, where she is on the Board of the NYU Law Alumni 
Association and Co-Chair of the Awards Committee, and Stuyvesant High School, where she is 
one of the founding members of the Stuyvesant High School Black Alumni Diversity Initiative.  
Linda has been widely honored for her professional achievements and community service by 
the Consulate General of Barbados in New York, Chambers USA, NYU School of Law, Girl Scouts 
of Greater New York, Young Barbadian Professionals Society, Savoy Magazine, The Network 
Journal, and Diversity MBA Magazine.  

 

Michael Troiano ‘88 is a venture capitalist who brings nearly 
25 years of executive leadership and marketing experience to 
bear for entrepreneurs. He most recently served as the Chief 
Marketing Officer of Actifio, a global enterprise data-as-a-
service provider he helped turn from an obscure virtualization 
technology into a venture capital "unicorn" valued at over $1.2 
Billion. As CMO from 2012 to 2017, Mike helped grow revenue 
over 80% per year, creating the Copy Data Virtualization 
category while expanding the business into blue chip accounts 
across 37 countries. 

He spent his early career at top worldwide ad agencies 
including McCann-Erickson and FCB, and was named the 
founding CEO of Ogilvy & Mather Interactive in 1995. He later 
served as the president of NASDAQ-listed systems integrator 

Primix, and as General Manager of mobile content pioneer m-Qube from inception through one 
of the largest Boston-based venture capital exits of 2006. 



Mike is a graduate of Cornell and the Harvard Business School, a TechStars mentor, a Board 
Member of the New England Venture Capital Association, and a strategic advisor to Actifio. He 
is ranked in the top 1% of the most influential people on Twitter and among the most popular 
writers on venture capital and entrepreneurship on Medium, and hosts the popular Boston 
startup community podcast How Hard Can It Be? 
 

Stephen Sheffield ‘88, a native of the Boston area, is an 
alumnus of Cornell University in Ithaca NY, where he obtained a 
BFA in painting and mixed media. He went on to receive his 
MFA in photography and mixed media from the California 
College of the Arts in Oakland CA, studying directly under and 
was assistant to Larry Sultan as well as studying under Jean 
Finley, Jim Goldberg and others.  

Sheffield’s large format black and white photographs are 
influenced by film noir, crime novels and the projected 
memories of past eras, Sheffield constructs iconic moments of 
mystery, ambiguity and male insecurity. Often the photographs 
depict Sheffield’s displaced figure dressed in a suit standing, 

crouching, turning, walking and leaning. The figure will sometimes be blurred from movement, 
heightening the sense of surrounding stillness. 

As a fine art photographer and mixed media artist, Stephen Sheffield has exhibited nationally 
for 30 years. He also has many permanent large-scale private and corporate art commissions in 
Boston, Connecticut, Philadelphia, New York and Pittsburgh and more. He is adjunct faculty at 
the New Hampshire Institute of Art MFA Program, and he ran the advanced fine art black and 
white department at the New England School of Photography in Boston for 12 years. His fine 
art photography is represented in Boston by the Panopticon Gallery. 

  

Smoke Wallin ‘88 is a highly accomplished, Senior 
Executive, Entrepreneur, Thought Leader and Board 
Member with more than 30 years of success across the 
consumer products, beverage, and technology industries. 
Leveraging extensive experience with building brands 
from the ground up and turning them into multibillion 
dollar ventures, he is a valuable asset for mid-size 
companies spanning various industries who are seeking 
an interim CEO; looking for turnaround; go-to market 
execution; or are in need of an outside catalyst who can 
implement innovative change. His broad areas of 



expertise include branding, marketing innovation, transformational leadership, and business 
stabilization.  

Throughout his entrepreneurial career, Smoke has founded multiple companies and brands 
including Taliera, a strategic brand company that advises, creates, incubates, introduces and 
grows brands and companies (Beach Whiskey; American Harvest Organic Vodka; Sugar Skull 
Rum and dozens more), and eSkye Solutions, the leading provider of national account pricing 
solutions to the industry handling millions of price files for Walmart, Walgreens and others for 
the largest suppliers in the Spirits and Wine. Smoke’s clients have included: Allied Domecq; 
Anheuser-Busch Inbev; Bacardi; Bass Brewers; Beam Suntory; Singha; Coca-Cola Enterprises; 
Constellation; Credit Suisse; Diageo; Goose Island Brewery; Grolsch; Heineken; Nestle Waters; 
Pernod Ricard; Rogue; Sazerac; Seagram; Walgreens; The Wine Group; and 100s of other 
distribution, wine, spirits, beer and non-alcoholic beverage clients globally. He has raised $100s 
of millions in debt and equity, publicly and privately for his own and client companies. He has 
acquired, invested in and/or sold dozens of brands and companies and has coached numerous 
start-ups, CEOs and workout situations to create meaningful value for stakeholders.  

Smoke served as Chairman & President of the Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America (WSWA) 
and Chairman of the Global Beer Wine & Spirits Network for the Young President Organization 
and serves on the executive board for the Hospitality Network with over 3,000 CEOs. He also 
served as Chairman of the Board for Junior Achievement of Indiana and the Experiential 
Learning & Entrepreneurship Foundation (ELEF). In addition to being a seasoned Board 
Member, he has also won several awards, including the National Bronze Leadership Award in 
1996 and the Vanderbilt Business “Distinguished Alumni Award” in 2000. He has also been 
invited to guest lecture at Cornell, Dartmouth, USC, and Vanderbilt. 

Smoke holds an MBA from Vanderbilt University and a BS in Agricultural Economics from 
Cornell University.  


