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Wartburg College is dedicated to challenging and nurturing students for lives of 
leadership and service as a spirited expression of their faith and learning.
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Welcome
Dani Gordon ’17, Assistant Director for Alumni & Parent Relations

Prayer
Tori Miceli ’21

Greetings from Alumni Board and Students UKnight
Dr. Michael Franzman ’00, Wartburg Alumni Board President

Jared Feigenbaum ’21, Students UKnight President

Outstanding Senior Recognition
Dr. Dan Kittle, Vice President for Student Life and Dean of Students

Presentation of 2021 Young Alumni Awards
Paul Mugan ’90, Wartburg Alumni Board President-Elect
Alicia Faust ’12, Young Alumni Award Committee Chair

Kelly Preussner ’05, Young Alumni Award Committee
Matt Petersen ’06, Young Alumni Award Committee

Remarks
Darrel D. Colson, Wartburg College President

Loyalty Song
led by Ellie Roquet ’21

College of our brightest days,  
Unto thee we chant our praise.
Ne’er thy name shall cease to be  

A most happy memory.
Thine the spirit we love best,  
Finest in the East or West,
And we sing with loyalty,  

Wartburg College, hail to thee!



OUTSTANDING SENIOR STUDENTS

Freddie Eden, Accounting............................................................................... Wesley
Bailey Naig, Actuarial Science ............................................................... Emmetsburg
Bergan Blommers, Art   .......................................................................... Manchester
Levi Capesius, Music ..................................................................................... Algona
Emily Duff, Music Ed./Music Therapy ............................................West Des Moines
Brooke Kirby, Biochemistry .........................................................................Anamosa
Ryan Bonthius, Biology .............................................................................. Iowa City
Jordan Flaherty, Business Administration ...................................... Farmington, Minn.
Oliviya Caruthers, Chemistry ................................................................... Davenport
Eryn Perry, Computer Science ........................................................................Altoona
Sarah Briggs, Elementary Education ..........................................................Cedar Falls
Jessica Faber, Engineering Science.............................................................. Clear Lake
Carina Collet, English ..............................................................................Verona, Ill.
Sadie Short, English Education .................................................Dodge Center, Minn.
Rebekah Corson, Environmental Science & Studies .............................. Durant, Okla.
Sydney Rottinghaus, Exercise Science .......................................................Mason City
Emma Williams, Graphic Design ......................................................................Osage
Andrew Newell, History ................................................................................Waverly
Brian Mallia, History Secondary Education .............................................. Whittemore
Lydia Revier, International Relations ..............................................Owatonna, Minn.
Courtney Stucker, Journalism & Communication .........................................Danville
Rachel Ndjuluwa, Mathematics ................................................ Ongwediva, Namibia
Bridget Schaufenbuel, Mathematics Education .............................................. Sumner
Ellie Roquet, Music Education .................................................................... Johnston
Erin Capper, Neuroscience ................................................................................ Solon
Eli Barrett, Physical Education ........................................................................Denver
Luke Everhardt, Political Science ...................................................................Waverly
Haley Beckert, Public Health ........................................................................Waverly
Tori Miceli, Religion .....................................................................................Waukee
Allison Yuska, Social Work ............................................................................. Toledo
Natalie Shroyer, Sociology..............................................................Owatonna, Minn.
Hannah Sprague, Spanish   ................................................................St. Paul, Minn.
Rachel Holst, Spanish Education ..........................................................Eagan, Minn.



For more information on the Young Alumni Award selection process or to 
nominate an alumnus, please visit www.wartburg.edu/young-alumni 

or call the Alumni & Parent Relations Office at 319-352-8491.

Students UKnight Executive Board
Jared Feigenbaum ’21, President
Liz Stange ’21, Vice President
Brooklyn Ferrie ’23, Vice President 
Dani Gordon ’17, Adviser



2021 YOUNG ALUMNI AWARD RECIPIENTS

Jessi Preussner King ’09
Blacksburg, Virginia | Nominated by Emily Preussner ’14

Serving has long been a passion for Jessi King, and her 
career has involved helping others get connected to service, 
too. After graduating in 2009 with a bachelor’s degree 
in political science and communication arts, she joined 
AmeriCorps and was an AmeriCorps Promise Fellow. 

After attending Kansas State University and earning her 
master’s degree in regional and community planning in 
2012, she moved across the country to work with VT 
Engage: The Community Learning Collaborative at 

Virginia Tech, where she managed a federal grant and community partnerships. The 
program connected students to service opportunities as a way to commemorate Sept. 11 
and the 2007 Virginia Tech campus shootings. 

Her career then took her to North Carolina’s Central Piedmont Community College, 
where she worked as a service-learning coordinator, helping students serve others locally 
and abroad. In 2016, King returned to Virginia Tech where she is a senior pre-award 
associate in the Office of Sponsored Programs, developing grant and contract proposals 
for faculty. She also earned a graduate certificate in local government management from 
Virginia Tech in 2019.

Since moving back to Virginia, King has been a member of the Blacksburg Junior 
Women’s Club and helped plan multiple events to raise money for the city of 
Blacksburg. The organization’s biggest event is the March of Ales Fundraiser, which she 
co-chaired for two years. King was president of the club from 2018 to 2020. 

King also served as department fundraising co-chair in 2018 for the Virginia Tech 
Commonwealth of Virginia Campaign, an annual giving program operated by and for 
state employees.

“She lives out her faith by volunteering her time to help others in the area,” wrote her 
nominator, sister and fellow alumna Emily Preussner ’14.

King and her husband, James, live in Blacksburg, Virginia. 



Emily Eimers Moser ’12
Solon, Iowa | Nominated by Sarah Hilby

Faith, service, running, and education have been 
braided together in Emily Moser’s life since her days 
as a student. At Wartburg, the elementary education 
major was an All-American distance runner on the 
cross country and track and field teams, and she earned 
Academic All-American honors as well.

After graduating with a bachelor’s degree in 2012, 
Moser began her teaching career with first-graders 
in Algona. She felt God leading her to help a school 

in Moore, Oklahoma, in 2013 after a monstrous tornado ripped apart the town. 
Moser had just won $1,000 in her first marathon the day before, and she had 
prayed about where the money could be put to use. She donated her winnings and 
raised even more to give to an Oklahoma elementary teacher who threw herself 
on top of her students while the classroom’s walls came down around them in the 
tornado.

After earning her master’s degree from Southwest Minnesota State in 2015, she 
moved to Solon, where she taught second grade. A student on the Solon cross 
country team was legally blind but determined to run; however, the state required 
her to have a guide run alongside her. Moser volunteered to be the guide, a new 
twist on her passion for running and a unique way to serve.

In 2017, Moser became an instructional coach and CIM reading interventionist 
for grades K-4 in her building. The next year, Solon opened a new intermediate 
building for grades four and five, where she has been serving as the building’s 
instructional coach and CIM reading interventionist. “She leads her fellow teachers 
to be better at their profession,” wrote Sarah Hilby, her nominator. “She is also 
known to go above and beyond in the classroom to make sure all students are 
learning and feel welcomed in school.”

She and her husband, Chase Moser ’15, live in Solon with their infant  
daughter, Grace.



The Rev. Lydia Posselt ’07
Vienna, Virginia | Nominated by Randall Schroeder ’82 

The Rev. Lydia Posselt is a shining example of a phrase 
familiar to Wartburg alumni, “a spirited expression of 
faith and learning.” Her calling to pastoral ministry 
first came while serving as a counselor at a Lutheran 
summer camp. After graduating with a degree in 
English from Wartburg College, Posselt went on 
to attend Luther Seminary and earned her Master 
of Divinity in 2011. She then served Lutheran 
congregations in New Jersey and Pennsylvania and 
became a prominent supporter of the World Council of 

Churches’ “Thursdays in Black” initiative, which calls for an end to violence against 
women.

As a result of her leadership in the ELCA and tirelessly advocating for women in 
ministry, justice, and diversity, Posselt was invited to preach at the 2017 Lutheran 
World Federation assembly in Namibia by an international jury spanning different 
generations of the Lutheran communion of churches. The event coincided with the 
500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. The LWF wanted to feature on 
the world stage a talented young pastor to symbolize the fact that Martin Luther 
was 33 years old when he nailed the 95 Theses to the church door at Wittenberg, 
Germany, in 1517. 

“She has used her learning and faith by providing leadership and service to the 
ELCA and the world while serving her congregation. I believe she represents the 
best of what a Wartburg College education creates as its alumni go out into the 
world,” wrote her nominator, former Vogel Library Director Randall Schroeder ’82.

Posselt recently moved from a congregation in Pennsylvania to become the pastor 
for evangelism and mission at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Vienna, Virginia, 
where she lives with her husband, Josh.



WARTBURG COLLEGE
Wartburg is a selective liberal arts college of the Lutheran Church (ELCA), 
internationally recognized for community engagement. The college’s 1,564 
students come from 61 countries and 38 states. Wartburg is dedicated to 
challenging and nurturing students for lives of leadership and service as a 
spirited expression of their faith and learning. 

Wartburg takes its name from the Wartburg Castle in Eisenach, Germany, 
where Martin Luther took refuge disguised as a knight during the stormy 
days of the Protestant Reformation, while translating the Bible from Greek 
into German. Music groups frequently visit the castle during their May Term 
trips abroad. 

100 Wartburg Blvd., Waverly, IA 50677 | www.wartburg.edu | 800-772-2085

Alumni/Parent Relations & Annual Giving 


