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Wartburg College is dedicated to challenging and nurturing students for lives of 
leadership and service as a spirited expression of their faith and learning.
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Welcome
Dani Gordon ’17, Assistant Director for Alumni & Parent Relations

Prayer
Tori Miceli ’21

Greetings from Alumni Board and Students UKnight
Dr. Michael Franzman ’00, Wartburg Alumni Board President

Jared Feigenbaum ’21, Students UKnight President

Presentation of 2020 Young Alumni Awards
Paul Mugan ’90, Wartburg Alumni Board President-Elect
Alicia Faust ’12, Young Alumni Award Committee Chair

Zak Steib ’12, Young Alumni Award Committee
Jean Buckingham ’82, Young Alumni Award Committee
Megan Pedersen ’13, Young Alumni Award Committee

Amy Crow Sunleaf ’90, Advancement Committee

Remarks
Darrel D. Colson, Wartburg College President

Loyalty Song
led by Katheryn Opperman ’22

College of our brightest days, 
Unto thee we chant our praise.
Ne’er thy name shall cease to be 

A most happy memory.
� ine the spirit we love best, 
Finest in the East or West,
And we sing with loyalty, 

Wartburg College, hail to thee!



Ben Brannaman ’09
Lisbon, Iowa | Nominated by Matt � ede ’01

After graduating from Wartburg in 2009 with a degree 
in business administration, Brannaman started a career 
in nonpro� t fundraising with the University of Iowa 
Foundation and was part of the development team 
that completed a $50 million campaign for Iowa’s � rst 
free-standing children’s hospital. A highlight for him 
was working with Wartburg College Dance Marathon 
to sponsor a room in the new University of Iowa Stead 
Family Children’s Hospital, which opened in 2017.

Brannaman became director of development for the Eastern U.S. with � e 
Navigators, an organization focused on sharing the gospel message, developing 
disciples through relationships and encouraging spiritual growth across life 
stages. In July 2019, he became area director of donor relations for Compassion 
International, a child-advocacy ministry focused on releasing children from 
extreme poverty in 25 countries around the world.

Brannaman uses his skills in fundraising to bene� t his community, too, leading 
the way on projects for a school performing arts center and a new community 
center in Mount Vernon. At Veritas Church in downtown Cedar Rapids, he 
teaches the Bible to kids and leads adult studies. He has used his expertise on 
the development committee at Bridgehaven Pregnancy Support Center in Cedar 
Rapids and serves as the philanthropic adviser for Eastern Iowa FCA. He’s also 
the race director of his local Heritage Days 5K.

He and his wife, Brittany, live with their children, Riley, Reese, and Brody, in Lisbon.

2020 YOUNG ALUMNI AWARD RECIPIENTS

For more information on the Young Alumni Award selection process or to 
nominate an alumnus, please visit www.wartburg.edu/young-alumni

or call the Alumni & Parent Relations O�  ce at 319-352-8491.



Trevor Carolan ’11
Phoenix, Ariz. | Nominated by Shay Carolan ’20 and Deborah Loers

After graduating from Wartburg in 2011, Carolan 
studied at the University of St. � omas School of 
Law in Minneapolis. He received a Dean’s Award in 
Immigration Law and Immigration Clinic and was 
named Family Law Student of the Year. He also found 
time for music: He was organist for the St. � omas 
More Chapel Choir and was the bass section leader 
in the 100-member Cathedral Choir at the Basilica of 
St. Mary in Minneapolis. As a member of the semi-
professional Schola Cantorum, he twice performed in 

Europe, singing for His Holiness Pope Francis and Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
at the Vatican.

After earning his juris doctorate in 2014, he became a judicial law clerk in 
Minneapolis. In 2018, he became a federal judicial law clerk in Phoenix. In his 
current role, he researches issues and drafts court orders in all areas of federal 
civil and criminal litigation. His faith and love of music � nd expression in a 
part-time position as associate director of music and organist at All Saints’ 
Episcopal Church & Day School. In 2018, Carolan was named an E. Power 
Biggs Fellow by the Organ Historical Society.

Carolan volunteers with the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals Court Works 
Program, where he mentors youth in the federal legal process and helps students 
prepare for moot court competition. He also teaches � nancial literacy through 
the national C.A.R.E. organization. � rough immigration clinics, he assists 
children and young adults in completing their legal paperwork. 

Carolan is married to Dr. Alexandra Ciota Carolan ’13 and welcomed daughter 
Juliana Maria this past spring.



Chikemma Nwana Ezirim ’11
Frisco, Texas | Nominated by Nwabunie Nwana ’09 

After graduating summa cum laude from Wartburg in 
2011 with a bachelor’s degree in computer information 
systems, Ezirim began her career in New York with 
Credit Suisse, a large Wall Street � rm. Her work as a 
project manager earned her a “Raising the Bar” award 
as she managed the buildout of various technology 
platforms for trading and loan origination. She joined 
Goldman Sachs in 2014, co-leading their expansion 
e� orts into Latin American markets.

While at Wartburg, Ezirim and another student were awarded a $10,000 grant 
from Davis Projects for Peace to build a water well in rural Nigeria. � at project, 
called Water for Life Nigeria, led to an invitation to the Clinton Global Initiative 
University. Ezirim continued with WFLN until 2019 as CEO. As executive 
director of the nonpro� t Empowering Minds for Tomorrow, she leads the 
organization in its mission of empowering underprivileged children by improving 
their learning environment to prepare them for future success.

Ezirim earned an MBA in 2018 from Kellogg School of Management at 
Northwestern University and was a recipient of Kellogg’s full merit-based 
scholarship for exceptional leadership and professional endeavors. Since 2018, 
Ezirim has worked as a manager of corporate strategy and development at Xandr 
Inc., a digital advertising and media company owned by AT&T. At Xandr, she 
founded a public speaking club under Toastmasters International, providing 
a forum for employees to improve their professional development goals; she 
continues to serve as president of the club. Ezirim also hosted a two-day SHE 
Summit conference livestream at the company to engage global workplace 
conversations around women’s issues. 

Ezirim and her husband, Kenneth, live in Frisco, Texas.



Kristin Granchalek Pavelec ’05
Madison, Wis. | Nominated by Kelsey Baker ’05

Kristin Granchalek Pavelec, a fourth-grade teacher in 
the Middleton-Cross Plains School District, has been 
the director of her local Camp Invention day camp 
for several years, bringing STEM concepts to life for 
children through the nationwide program. Under 
Pavelec’s leadership, the local program has grown to 
become the largest in Wisconsin.

She also has served as director of the Vacation Bible 
School program at St. Luke’s Lutheran in Middleton, 

creating a faith-building program to serve 160 children and managing more 
than 100 volunteers.

After earning her bachelor’s at Wartburg with a double major in elementary 
education and business administration, she went on to earn a master’s degree 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in educational leadership and policy 
analysis. She also has earned certi� cation to become a K-12 principal or director 
of instruction. At her school, she has served on several teams, is a mentor for 
new teachers and co-teaches with special education and ELL teachers to create 
an inclusive, welcoming environment. She has embraced learning about new 
technology to foster learning and student engagement, sought out training 
about culturally responsive practices, and steps into the role of substitute 
assistant principal on days when her support and leadership is needed. 

Pavelec and her husband, Derek ’04, have a daughter, Annabel, and a son, Isaac.



Amy Tucker ’10
Fayette, Iowa | Nominated by Amy Crow Sunleaf ’90 and Emily Heying ’10

After graduating from Wartburg College in 2010 with 
a degree in community sociology, Tucker went on to 
study educational leadership and policy studies at Iowa 
State University, earning a master’s degree in 2012. 
� at year, she was named the Outstanding Graduate 
Student in the region by the National Orientation 
Directors Association.

She became director of student activities in 2012 at 
Upper Iowa University in Fayette, where she developed 

a diverse o� ering of student activities and managed more than 30 college clubs 
and organizations. In 2015, she became the director of academic success at 
Upper Iowa, overseeing e� orts to support students in meeting their academic 
goals and chairing the school’s early alert program. � e Iowa Student Personnel 
Association awarded Tucker its Outstanding New Professional Award in 2015.

She helped start the Fayette Community Garden, is a member of Friends of the 
Fayette Community Library, volunteers with the local mentoring program for 
at-risk youth and the Fayette Recreation Board, and helps organize volunteers 
for park beauti� cation during Fayette Appreciation Day. In 2017, Tucker was 
tapped to � ll an open city council seat, and in 2017 and 2019 she won re-
election to that post. She was awarded the Fayette Mayor’s Award for her work 
in implementing the community garden.



WARTBURG COLLEGE
Wartburg is a selective liberal arts college of the Lutheran Church (ELCA), 
internationally recognized for community engagement. The college’s 1,564 
students come from 61 countries and 38 states. Wartburg is dedicated to 
challenging and nurturing students for lives of leadership and service as a 
spirited expression of their faith and learning. 

Wartburg takes its name from the Wartburg Castle in Eisenach, Germany, 
where Martin Luther took refuge disguised as a knight during the stormy 
days of the Protestant Reformation, while translating the Bible from Greek 
into German. Music groups frequently visit the castle during their May Term 
trips abroad. 

100 Wartburg Blvd., Waverly, IA 50677 | www.wartburg.edu | 800-772-2085

Alumni/Parent Relations & Annual Giving 




