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By now we all know that Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio of Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, was elected Pope of the Roman Catholic 
Church on March 13 this year. It was a surprising and 
historic moment for the Church and for the world. He was 
the first non-European pope to be elected in the past 1,300 
years and the first Latin American ever. His election was 
not, however, out of the question. In 2010 Latin America 
accounted for some 40% of the world’s Catholic population 
and growing. One hundred years ago, in 1910, only 24% of 
the world’s Catholics lived in Latin America. On the other 
hand, Europe had 65% of the Catholic population in 1910 
and only has 24% today. The Church is also growing rapidly 
in Africa and in many parts of Asia. Considering this data 
it is really not surprising that the College of Cardinals 
elected a non-European and a Latin American. It is obvious 
that the “center” of Catholic population has moved out 
of Europe over the past one hundred years, especially 
during the past fifty years. The command of Jesus, after 
his resurrection, to go out into the whole world to preach 
the Gospel has perhaps been realized more during these 
past one hundred years than in the past nineteen centuries 
combined. No doubt Pope Francis brings to the Papacy a 
truly universal vision and understanding of the Church 
and knows firsthand the needs of the Church for a new 
evangelization, a revitalization of our Catholic faith,  and a 
personal commitment to those most in need among us.  

In Guatemala the people rejoice that a Latin American 
is now Pope and they look to the future with a renewed 
sense of faith and hope. Following is a first-hand account, 
written by one of our faculty members, of the reaction of 
our students, faculty and monks at our mission who had 
gathered together for this historic occasion:

“On March 12th the Conclave for the election of the new 
pope began and on March 13th the new Pope was elected. 
That day did not pass unnoticed at Priory and Colegio 
Seminario San José. After hearing the news of the white 
smoke, we all quickly met in the St. Scholastica cafeteria 
and were able to witness on television the announcement 
of who would be the new Pope. It was a very emotional 
moment for all of us. Students, major seminarians, teachers, 
community members and visitors were united in faith with 
the whole Church. Finally the awaited announcement came 
in Latin: ‘Annuntio vobis gaudium magnum: Habemus Papam.’ 
(I announce to you with great joy: We have a Pope.)

Incredibly, the new Pope was the Argentine Cardinal, 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio, S.J., a Latin American Cardinal. The 
announcement caused a great emotion among us, and we 
were all applauding and thanking God for this blessing for 
the Latin-American Church.

It was a unique moment, in which we truly felt the presence 
of God and even more so as we learned that he had taken 
the name of Francisco. But the highlight of the moment was 
when, in place of giving his blessing, he asked the world to 
pray for him.  At that moment we all experienced a deep 
silence, when, despite the distance from Rome, we felt 
united with the Universal Church. 

The election of Pope Francisco fills us with a renewed hope 
for the Latin-American Church, that it seeks to be more 
unified and surely for a new evangelization. Pope Francisco 
every day surprises and pleases us with his humble attitude; 
because with his example he evangelizes even more. The 
preferential choice of the Pope for the poor causes us great 
satisfaction.  The poor is a part of society which in many 
countries is abandoned; a situation that certainly exists in 
Guatemala and in many Latin American countries.”
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The opening of the forty-eighth academic year at Marmion Abbey’s 
Guatemala Mission was celebrated on January 17, with the presence 
of Abbot John, who presided over the Eucharist. Ninety-three 
students, faculty and staff were present for this occasion. Abbot 
John took the opportunity to welcome the students for the new year 
and encouraged them to pray hard and to work hard during the 
year, thus putting into practice the time tested Benedictine motto of 
Ora et Labora, Prayer and Work.  

After the inaugural Mass of the Holy Spirit there was an all school 
assembly at which Father Prior Orlando Goméz, O.S.B. welcomed 
back the students and presented the new faculty and staff members. 
The main speaker was alumnus Juan Baquín Coj ‘76 who gave a 
motivational talk about his own experience of life as a successful 
entrepreneur and above all stressed the importance of the education 
and formation he had received as a student of Colegio Seminario 
San José.  He encouraged the students to give their best efforts in 
their studies during the new year. 

As was reported in the Winter, 2012 issue of the San José Mission News, the 
program of Philosophy of the National Major Seminary of Guatemala was 
granted permission to begin operations on the grounds of our Guatemala 
mission, renting the former dormitory facilities of our minor seminary. 

A four year contract between our Guatemala Mission and the Bishops´ 
Conference of Guatemala was signed in October 2012. During the following 
three months the facilities were expanded and renovated by the National 
Major Seminary in preparation for the beginning of classes on January 28. 
Three bishops and many priests joined the Benedictine community and 124 
philosophy student for the inaugural Mass, celebrated by Archbishop Mario 
Alberto Molina of Quetzaltenango. 

Those responsible for the philosophy program are priests appointed by the 
Episcopal Conference of Guatemala: Father Victor Anibal Patzán, Director of 
the Philosophy program, Father Benito Guerrero García, Spiritual Director 
and Treasurer, and Father Hugo Pérez, Spiritual Director and Director of 
Pastoral Ministry.  Father Hugo is an alumnus of our mission seminary.  The 
academic program is under the auspices of the Jesuit University of Rafael Landívar that has solicited the collaboration of other 

priests and laity of the Archdiocese of Quetzaltenango. 

Among the professors are various graduates of our 
Colegio Seminario San José: Father Orlando Pérez 
Gomez, O.S.B., Father Cristóbal Coché Quic, O.S.B., 
Father Juan Antonio Molina and Professor Armando E. 
Alvarado Linares. 

We ask for your prayers for the success of this program 
and that our Guatemala mission may continue to 
collaborate with the Catholic Church of Guatemala in 
the education and formation of future priests.  

Inauguration of 2013 School Year of Colegio Seminario San José

Philosophy Program of the Major Seminary of Guatemala
Inaugurated at the Guatemala Mission

Abbot John Brahill OSB speaks with students at 
the inauguration of academic year at the

Colegio Seminario San José.

Bishop Pablo Vizcaino Prado addresses 
new Philosophy seminarians at the

January 28 inaugural Mass.

Archbishop Mario Alberto Molina of Quetzaltenango
celebrates inaugural Mass.
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During the past forty-eight years one of the great blessings received 
by our Guatemala mission is the ordination of many of our alumni 
to the priesthood. This past February 16, alumnus Fredy William 
Méndez López ‘02 was ordained as a priest in his hometown of 
San Pedro Saloma in the Diocese of Huehuetenango. Bishop Álvaro 
Ramazzini Imeri, Bishop of the Diocese of Huehuetenango ordained 
Father Méndez in the parish of St. Peter the Apostle with his family, 
friends and parishioners present.  

Father Méndez will serve in the Diocese of Huehuetenango where 
there are many other priests who are also graduates of our minor 
seminary.

Upper left: Recently ordained Father Fredy Méndez López (left)
with Bishop Alvaro Ramazzini Imeri.

Upper right: Father Fredy (left) accompanied with his
mother, father and fellow deacon.

Right: Father Fredy anointed a priest by Bishop Alvaro Ramazzini Imeri.

Ordination of Seminary Alumnus

Support the Mission
Beyond  Your Lifetime

An important way to help the Guatemala Mission is to consider a planned gift 
such as a bequest provision in your will or living trust. Your gift will help to  
insure that our mission in Guatemala will continue strong for many years to come. 

For more information on how you can arrange a planned gift please contact:

Abbot John Brahill, O.S.B.
Marmion Abbey Guatemala Mission

1000 Butterfield Road
Aurora, IL  60502-9742

Tel. 630-897-7215 Ext. 312          Email: jbrahill@marmion.org
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