
Dear President Beilock, 

Thank you for your recent letter to the Dartmouth community, “Standing Up for Higher Education 
and Our Values.” It has sparked passionate discourse among alumni and prompted an 
unprecedented level of feedback to the Alumni Liaison Committee (ALC). The volume and intensity 
of this response warrant our direct communication to you outside of our usual process. 

We understand that you have received many emails from alums that represent varying opinions and 
are aware of three active alumni petitions: two urging that you sign the AAC&U open letter (one on 
change.org with almost 2,300 signatures and another with more than 400) and one in support of 
your position. In addition to this feedback, we have seen a dramatic rise in responses submitted 
through the ALC. In all of Q3, we received 13 submissions; in April alone, that number has exceeded 
650. 

As Alumni Council leadership, we look for and are charged with representing the full spectrum of 
alumni voices. While we know there is support for the administration’s current approach, the 
responses expressing that sentiment represent only 3-4% of the 650+ submissions. The 
overwhelming majority reflect deep frustration and disappointment. The key themes we’ve heard 
include: 

• Perception of retreat: The call for "reflection" is widely interpreted not as strength but as 
hesitation, especially now when higher education is under open attack. Many believe this is 
a time for bold, principled action, not institutional introspection. 

• Missed opportunity for unity: Declining to sign the AAC&U open letter – one already signed 
by almost 550 colleges and universities – has been viewed by many as isolating Dartmouth 
at precisely the moment when higher education must present a strong, united front. Optics 
are important, and no matter how artfully explained, many alumni see this choice as an 
abdication of valued leadership by their College. 

• False binary between politics and principles: The alumni holding these opinions reject as 
false the binary implied between political engagement and educational mission. Signing a 
letter of solidarity is not politicizing the institution; it is living up to Dartmouth’s foundational 
principles and commitments. If Dartmouth truly believes in the value of free inquiry and the 
power of education to serve society, then it must show it publicly and fearlessly when those 
principles are under attack. 

We understand and respect the extraordinarily difficult position you and College leadership face: to 
lead Dartmouth through a time of chaos, to shield our great institution from political onslaughts, 
and to protect its future.  

Yet precisely because the moment is so fraught, many of our alumni demand courage. They 
demand that Dartmouth not only safeguard itself but stand visibly and proudly in solidarity with the 
broader academic community under attack. Historically, Dartmouth has always been at the 
forefront of such efforts – and many believe now is the time to reaffirm that legacy. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.change.org/p/urge-dartmouth-college-to-fight-federal-government-attacks-on-higher-education__;!!IqUcNYopQPk7!MagfgOAfUZEnRlAAyX7tBwz8ZopOYIQ7z_OlTCka8v5d-u2tdkHinDAuvCiopMIFT4IPgl4jQUK2eP0N7bf6Rwl0hro2Pk-d$
https://www.change.org/p/supporting-dartmouth-president-beilock-as-a-free-speech-leader


We close by emphasizing that these views do not represent all alumni, nor is this a formal 
statement of the Alumni Council. Still, the clarity, volume, and urgency of this moment are unlike 
any we have witnessed. We hope you will take this message to heart and consider how Dartmouth 
can once again lead – decisively, vocally, and without apology. 

 

With respect and in service to Dartmouth, 

 

Cheryl Shepard ’90 Bruce Danziger ’83 P’22 
2024-25 President 2024-25 President-Elect 
Dartmouth Alumni Council Dartmouth Alumni Council 


