
 

Things I Wish I Knew Then 
 

Leslie Jennings Rowley ’96 (Moderator) 
 

Leslie Jennings Rowley ’96 was an 
economics major modified with geography, 
even though all her friends thought she was 
an English major. She was the music director 
of the Dodecaphonics, social chair at C&G, a 
work-study manager at Collis, and probably 
could have studied more. She has an M.B.A 
and a Ph.D. in psychology and sometimes 
wonders what she’s doing with either of them. 
With over two decades of experience building 
new programs and sustaining key initiatives 

for mission-driven organizations, her expertise is in taking people on journeys—both 
physical and metaphorical. Her various office spaces have included an opera house, the 
White House, a sailboat in the Mediterranean, a college campus, and, now, her guest 
bedroom. Leslie is the founder and host of the Roads Taken podcast and lives in New 
Jersey with her husband and their two children. 
 
 

Hoi Ning Ngai ’00 
 

At the Bates Center for Purposeful Work, Hoi Ning works 
with employers to cultivate and support the development of 
internship and job opportunities that allow students to 
pursue meaningful and purposeful opportunities in the 
workplace. She also advises students with specific 
interests in business, including finance, consulting, 
marketing, operations, and human resources. She believes 
strongly in the importance and value of self-reflection in 
undergraduate education, especially in terms of helping 
students become more aware of their identity, beliefs, 
values, and goals as they pursue advanced degrees and 

postgraduate opportunities. 
 
Prior to arriving at Bates, Hoi Ning served as the Associate Dean for Student Affairs at 
The Graduate School at UNC-Chapel Hill, the Dean of Academic Advising and Support 
at Kenyon College, and an Associate Director of Academic Affairs and Advising at the 
Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania. She received her B.A. in Psychology 
from Dartmouth College and her M.A. and Ph.D. in Higher Education from UCLA. She is 
a first-generation college and graduate school graduate who grew up in Brooklyn and 
Queens with immigrant parents in low-income housing. As a native New Yorker, she still 
cannot drive, but is patiently waiting for the self-driving car! Her first name (Hoi Ning) 
means “peaceful journey” in Cantonese (Chinese). 

https://roadstakenshow.com/
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Kaya Thomas ’17 
 

Kaya Thomas is a Senior Software Engineer at 
Calm. She's a Dartmouth ’17 who studied 
Computer Science. Kaya created We Read Too, a 
book resource app that showcases books for kids 
and teens written by authors of color, after her first 
year at Dartmouth and has continued to work on it 
since then. She also writes and speaks 
professionally and has spoken at conferences all 
around the world. 
 

 
 

Zainab Bakrin ’18 
 
Zainab Bakrin is a Dartmouth ’18 based in 
Brooklyn, NY. She was a neuroscience major, 
member of the women’s varsity soccer team, and 
co-chair of the Hill Winds Society. Since 
graduating from Dartmouth, she has been 
working as an investment banking analyst at 
Goldman Sachs on the credit syndicate team. 
Zainab is also involved in the Harlem Educational 
Activities Fund and Goldman’s Committee for the 
Advancement of Racial Equity. Her hobbies 
include traveling, hiking, and cycling. 

 
 

David Jelke ’19 
 

David Jelke is from Miami, Florida, where he is 
currently riding out the pandemic. David graduated 
from Dartmouth College in 2019 with a bachelor’s 
in neuroscience and has spent the year following 
graduation embarking on a rotation of internships 
more or less pertaining to the communications 
field. He has worked as a tech reporter in Capitol 
Hill, for a mental health startup at Harvard, and 
currently as a digital marketer for an Alaskan e-
commerce platform. David is thinking of 
transitioning back to education to attend a grad 
school in either user-centered design or user-
centered data science and is currently using the 
internet to teach himself web design, SEO, and 
hip-hop dance. 

https://wereadtoo.com/

