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Stephanie Wood-Garnett ’92 

Stephanie Wood-Garnett is the President of the Institute for 
Student Achievement (ISA). Prior to joining ISA, she served as 
the Vice President of Policy to Practice for the Alliance for 
Excellent Education. Over the course of nearly 30 years in 
education, she has also served as the assistant commissioner of 
higher education for New York State and held leadership roles in 
DC Schools, Bellevue (WA) School District, and the University of 
Washington’s Center for Educational Leadership. She has also 

directed two national technical assistance centers funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education. At Dartmouth, she majored in English, minored in Women’s Studies, and co-
founded the Rockapellas. She went on to earn a Master of Science in Higher Education 
Administration from The George Washington University and a Doctorate of Education in 
Education Policy and Administration from the University of Pennsylvania. 

Abner Oakes ’81 

Abner Oakes strives to create schools that change students’ 
lives. At ISA, he directs outreach and business development 
activities and works on the organization’s equity-focused efforts in 
schools and districts. Previously, he was at the Alliance for 
Excellent Education, focused on improving outcomes for 
historically underserved students. He also worked at the 
educational technology company JumpRope, the Center for 
Comprehensive School Reform and Improvement, and the 

professional development provider Modern Red Schoolhouse. He spent eight years 
working with Winner (South Dakota) School District, helping the district improve 
outcomes for its Native American students. He started his career teaching middle and 
high school students. “ISA is an organization focused on equity, on improved outcomes 
for all students,” states Abner, “and it’s exactly the kind of work I left the classroom to 
do, more than 20 years ago.” After Dartmouth, he got his MA at Middlebury College’s 
Bread Loaf School of English. 
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