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Whether you work in the energy industry or not, if you live in the Houston area, the state of the industry will have an effect on your life 
and business.  Please join us for our first event of 2016:  the MIT Club of South Texas is pleased to announce an industry panel discussion 
on current and future directions in the energy industry.  
 

• When crude is trading in the $30s, where are the opportunities?  
• Is the upstream industry going to implode?  
• Is downstream going to take off with cheap feedstock?  
• Is there still room for non-hydrocarbon energy technology development? 

 
Our distinguished panel, featuring several MIT alumni, will be: 
 

Panelists: 
Kent Bayazitoglu, Head of Gelber & Associates Energy Market Analytics Group (MIT Sloan '03) 
Deborah Byers, Managing Partner of EY's Houston Office and US Oil & Gas Leader  
James Chao, Chairman of Westlake Chemicals (MIT '71) 
Carl Stjernfeldt, North American Venture Manager of Shell Technology Ventures (MIT Sloan '00) 
 
Moderator: 
Ramzi Nassar, Managing Director & Head of Oil Field/Energy Services, Oppenheimer & Co. (MIT Sloan '99) 

 
 
Registration:  Please register before 11:59pm CST, Friday Jan 15, 2016 via our website registration  
http://www.mithouston.org/2016energypanel 
 

MIT Alumni, Parents (2015 or 2016 Dues Paid) & their Guests = $60 / person 
Current MIT Students & their Guests = $60 / person 
 

Early Bird Discount Rates:  Register before 11:59pm CST, Sunday, Jan 10, 2016 
Early Bird for MIT Alumni, Parents (2015 or 2016 Dues Paid) & their Guests = $55 / person 
Early Bird for Current MIT Students & their Guests = $55 / person 

 
MIT Alumni, Parents (Non Dues Paid) & their Guests = $70 / person 
 
MIT Enterprise Forum of Texas Members & Guests = $70 / person 
(there are no complimentary MITEF sponsor tickets available for this event) 
 
General Admission = $75 / person 
 

 
Questions?  Please contact Dimitris Hadjiharitou CE ’13 at dimitris@mithouston.org 

MIT Club of South Texas Energy Panel – 2016 
Half Full or Half Empty? 

http://www.mithouston.org/
http://www.bernstein.com/
http://www.opco.com/
http://www.turnerduran.com/
http://www.mithouston.org/2016energypanel
mailto:dimitris@mithouston.org?subject=MIT%20CoSTx%20Energy%20Panel%202016


 

Kent Bayazitoglu is in charge of Gelber & Associates energy market analytics group. Kent combines his 
quantitative skills with his market expertise to better grasp the pricing dynamics of the energy markets. His hands-
on understanding of the energy industry derives from his tenure at ExxonMobil as a refinery engineer. He has 
modeled multiple phases of the energy industry including supply, demand, and storage on both the macro and 
project level. Since 2005, he has produced a weekly natural gas storage forecast which is a signal contribution to 
the EIA storage surveys which appear in major industry publications. Kent has featured in the Wall Street Journal, 
Financial Times, and New York Times and has appeared on CNBC and Fox News. Kent received his Bachelor of 
Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from Rice University and an MBA degree from MIT Sloan School of 
Management in 2003. 
 
 
Deborah Byers is the Managing Partner of EY’s Houston office and also serves as the US Oil & Gas Leader.  
Deborah previously was the Managing Partner of the EY Americas Oil & Gas Tax Group and the Transactions 
Advisory Group in the Southwest Region where she focused on Energy transactions.   Deborah is a transaction 
tax partner with more than 29 years of experience serving both US and non-US based multinationals with in-depth 
expertise on structuring and financing corporate expansions and joint ventures. Deborah has significant experience 
working with cross border transactions, reviewing tax and economic considerations in transactions involving Master 
Limited Partnerships, including initial review related to proof of concept, tax modeling, and structuring and execution 
of initial IPO, and a deep knowledge in tax and economic issues surrounding development of gas shale reserves 
in North America, Global LNG development projects, PSA and royalty regimes around the world. Deborah is a 
frequent speaker (and writer) on oil and gas industry issues, as well as on energy tax and transaction matters.  
Deborah has been published and/or has appeared in Oil and Gas Investor, Oil & Gas Journal, Oil & Gas Financial 

Journal, Platts, Forbes, Bloomberg, New York Times, Houston Chronicle’s FuelFix, the Houston Business Journal, Oil & Gas Monitor, 
Petroleum Intelligence Weekly and others. 
 

James Chao is Chairman of the Board of Directors of Westlake Chemical Corporation, an international 
manufacturer and supplier of petrochemicals, polymers, and fabricated products with headquarters in Houston, 
Texas. Mr. Chao has over 40 years of global experience in the petrochemicals and downstream industries. Mr. 
Chao, along with his brother, Mr. Albert Chao, assisted their father, Mr. Ting Tsung Chao in founding Westlake 
Chemical Corporation in the U.S., Titan Chemicals Corporation Bhd. in Malaysia, and Suzhou Huasu Plastics Co. 
Ltd. in China. He served as Westlake’s President and Titan’s Managing Director from their inceptions in 1985 and 
1988, respectively. He served as Titan’s Executive Chairman and Director from 2003 to the end of 2010 when Titan 
was divested. Mr. Chao’s civic and community services includes serving as a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Baylor College of Medicine, the Board of Trustees for KIPP (Knowledge is Power Program), Houston, the Advisory 
Board of the Chazen Institute of International Business and the Board of Overseers at Columbia Business School. 

He is also a member of the Executive Committee of the Society of Chemical Industry.  Mr. Chao received his Bachelor of Science from 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and an M.B.A. from Columbia Business School. He lives in Houston with his wife Lydia. They have 
three adult children. 
 

Carl Stjernfeldt is North American Venture Manager of Shell Technology Ventures and a strategic financial 
executive with 20 years experience in managing critical business issues, mainly for high growth technology 
companies. Carl has served on numerous boards of successful companies, including: Agito Networks (acquired by 
ShoreTel), Arbor Networks (acquired by Tektronix), BNI Video (acquired by Cisco), Broadbus Technologies 
(acquired by Motorola), Cedar Point Communications (acquired by Genband), Tejas Networks, and Quantico 
Energy Systems, and he was a board observer of Optium (NASDAQ: OPTM, acquired by Finisar), Veros Systems, 
and Welldog. Current and past investment areas of interest and expertise include: cloud based infrastructure and 
applications (including big data), sensor technologies and condition monitoring software, seismic and exploration 
software, next generation internet video delivery, advanced mobility (including mobile applications), wireless and 
wireline communications and services (hardware and software), security software, information services, and 
international investments in areas of expertise. Prior to his venture career, Carl was a client partner for Cambridge 
Technology Partners, leading teams that delivered large mission-critical system implementations for Fortune 100 

clients. He started his career as an engineer at Summa Four, developing telecommunications solutions for domestic and international 
service providers, later rising to engineering management before starting an application development department. Carl is active at MIT, 
serving as a Catalyst for the Deshpande Center, judging MIT's 100K competition, and teaching an entrepreneurial finance class at the 
Sloan School. He is a Charter Member with TiE and has served on the University of Michigan's National Advisory Board. Carl has served 
as the Treasurer of the New England Venture Capital Association, on the 12x12 initiative, and is a board member of the Massachusetts 
Technology Leadership Council, where he also served as chair of the Mobile Cluster. 
 

Mr. Nassar is a Managing Director and the Head of Oppenheimer’s Energy and Oil Field Services Group. Prior to 
joining Oppenheimer in 2014, Mr. Nassar was at Citigroup Capital Markets and specialized in oil field services and 
execution for numerous debt, equity, and M&A transactions. Prior to Citigroup, Ramzi was a Senior Vice President 
at ENGlobal, a specialty engineering services firm that focuses on oil and gas automation solutions, subsea control 
systems and engineering and construction projects. At ENGlobal, he was responsible for all corporate IT efforts and 
systems, corporate acquisitions and divestitures and special projects. From 2006 to 2011, Ramzi was the General 
Manager and President of eLinear Solutions Middle East FZ, a leading IT solutions provider in the UAE and was 
responsible for several senior operational roles during his tenure. Ramzi began his investment banking career as 
an Associate, Mergers & Acquisitions at Morgan Stanley and later joined CIBC World Markets as a Senior Associate 
in the Mergers & Acquisitions Group. Ramzi went to Rice University for his undergraduate studies and to MIT Sloan 
for his MBA. 


